c*> Su. 


r 


.9 


PA1 


l 

I 


in 

Ir 

iv 

T 

if 

be 


iv 


n 


a; 






**R— 


■: 




Heralfc 


INTERNATIONAL 



PUBLISHED WITH THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WAS 



une. 


TON POST 


The World’s Daily Newspaper 


**R 


Paris, Friday, April 2, 1999 


No. 36.105 


Fear of Wider Instability in Balkans on the Rise 



Bombing Second-Guessed 


NATO’s Mood Is Somber 


By Craig R. Whitney 
and Enc Schmitt 


New York Times Service 


BUkeSrfl Atom 

President Clinton speaking Thursday at Norfolk Naval Air Station. He 
warned Yugoslavia against mistreating captive U.S. soldiers. Page 5. 


BRUSSELS — The top civilian and 
military leaders of NATO settled on a 
strategy of bombing 'alone against Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia despite several military as- 
sessments and intelligence warnings, 
and even a clue from a Yugoslav gen- 
eral, that bombs without ground forces 
could not stop Serbian forces from 
launching a purge in Kosovo. 

Finger-pointing over missed signals 
and suggestions of mismanagement 
began to surface in Brussels and in 
Washington as the second week of the 
bombing campaign began with no sign 
that Mr. Milosevic was buckling and no 
idea bow it would end. 

Pentagon planners, for example, said 
they had warned the administration pub- 
licly and privately that Mr. Milosevic 
was likely to strike out viciously against 
the Kosovo ethnic Albanians as soon as 
a possibility of military actions was 
raised and that be would use the period 
of negotiations in France in February 
and March to prepare. 

“In the Pentagon, in this building, we 
were not surprised by what Milosevic 
has done," die Defense Department 


How a Routine Patrol Turned Bad 

3 U.S. Soldiers May Have Been Seized by Ethnic Serb Villagers 


By Carlotta Gall 

iV. ii Y>ik Times Srniiv 


knew the American soldiers had turned 


KUMANOVO. Macedonia — It was 
around 4 P.M. when the three-man 
American reconnaissance uni: radioed 
in to base to say they had come under 
lire. The message went back: “This is 
not a joke?’ ' 

"No. this is not a joke,” they 
replied. 

"They did not have time to say where 
they were." said Lieutenant Colonel 
Kersabicc. commanding at the main 
NATO base in Kumanovo. in northern 
Macedonia. “So we look ii seriously," 
lie said. He ordered out search parties 
and sent up a helicopter with night vi- 
sion to scour the border region all 
nigla. 

They found nothing, and the next they 


up. on Yugoslav television Thursday 
morning. Looking bruised and ex- 


hausted, they were captives of ihe Bel- 
grade authorities. 

The three soldiers — identified as 
Staff Sergeant Andrew Ramirez. 24, of 
Los Angeles; Staff Sergeant Christoph- 
er Stone, 25. of Michigan; and Spe- 
cialist Steven Gonzales, 24, of Hunts- 
ville, Texas, ail of the 1st Squadron of 
the 4th U.S. Cavalry — were among 
only 350 American soldiers in Mace- 
donia. Until recently part of the United 
Nations mission in Macedonia, they 
served in Tast Force Able Sentry- 

Now they are being renamed Task 
Force Saber, and have in the last two 
weeks been used for reconnaissance 
work along the border with Yugoslavia, 
watching for incursions or any activity 



Tbr Awcrscd Pint 

Captured U.S. soldiers being shown Thursday on Yugoslav state'televlsion, 
which said they would face a military court Friday. The three had been 
sent to Macedonia in February as part of a LIN border-securing mission. 


men still took everyone fry surprise. 


How it actually happened still remained 
unclear Thursday. 


See CAPTIVES, Page 4 


With Economic News Grim, 
Corporate Japan Restructures 


TOKYO — The painful restructuring 
of Japan’s stagnant economy picked up 
steam Thursday as four more companies 
announced they would trim their work 
forces in hopes that leaner payrolls even- 
tually would reinvigoraie earnings. 

The moves eamc just two days after 
the government announced that unem- 
ployment in February hit a record 4.6 
percent and a day after Mitsubishi Elec- 
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trie Corp. said it was cutting 14,500 
workers. 

The economic mood also continued 
to deteriorate, as fresh data suggested 
that an end to the recession was nowhere 
in sight. The Japan Automobile Dealers 
Association said Thursday' that sales of 
new cars fell lO.lperceminMarchfrom 
a year earlier, damping hopes that con- 
sumer demand would soon spark a re- 
covery. The decline followed reports 
Monday that industrial output and retail 
sales slumped in February. 

Among companies announcing that 
they would reduce their work forces: 

• Hitachi Ltd., the giant electronics 
company, said it would cut 10 percent of 
its work force, or 6.500 workers, by next 
March and sell off unprofitable busi- 
nesses as part of a restructuring pro- 
gram. Hitachi’s president, Etsuhiko 
Shoyama. told a news conference on his 
first day in the post that the company 
would trim staff through attrition and 
cutbacks in graduate recruiting. 

"I would like the company to evolve 
into a highly profitable company." Mr. 
Shoyama said. "Our first aim is to move 
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into the black in the current fiscal 


year. 


Hitachi last month forecast a group net 
loss of 375 billion yen ($3.1 billion) for 
the financial year that ended in March. 
Mr. Shoyama admitted that the losses 
were due partly to- Hitachi’s miscalcu- 
lation of its semiconductor investment 
* ‘We bad continued investing a lot of 
money, not considering a collapse in 


See JAPAN, Page 14 
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spokesman, Kenneth Bacon, said Wed- 
nesday. "I think there is historical am- 
nesia here if anyone says they are sur- 
prised by this campaign. " 

But throughout the months of plan- 
ning for a crisis over Kosovo, a ranking 
officer in Brussels said Wednesday, die 
allies chose bombing because none of 


By Joseph Fitchett 

1/ifenuiritntal Herald Tribune 


More news about the war In 
Yugoslavia. Pages 4, 5, 6 and 20. 


them was willing to take the risk of 
sending in the 100,000 to 200,000 
troops they thought it would take to 
keep the Serbs from having their way 
with the 1.8 million ethnic Albanians in 
the province. 

President Bill Clinton reiterated his 
aversion to using ground troops Wed- 
nesday in an interview on CBS's "60 
Minutes II” program. "The thing that 
bothers me about introducing ground 
troops into a hostile situation, into 
Kosovo and into the Balkans, is the 
prospect of never being able to get them 
out/’ Mr. Clinton said. 

That determination left the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization with only the 
option of air forces. "We said from die 


See POLICY, Page 4 


PARIS — The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization vowed Thursday to grind 
ahead with its air assault against Serbian 
forces, but there was growing tension 
and concern in the region and inside the 
alliance, too, that the massive human 
toll and refugee exodus from Kosovo 
could spread instability to Balkan 
stares, - 

Allied air strikes were taking their toll 
on Serbia’s military strength, said the 
NATO supreme military commander. 
General Wesley Clark, without offering 
any detailed new evidence to back up 
these assertions. 

Even us Washington repeated that the 
use of Western ground forces was not 
being contemplated. Genera) Clark con- 
ceded that * “air power alone cannot stop 
paramilitary murder’’ of die type that 
Western officials accuse die Serbs of 
in Kosovo under orders from 
sident Slobodan Milosevic. 

General Clark's grim determination 
in responding to reporters’ questions at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels set a 
somber tone, apparently shared in West- 
ern capitals, about the difficulties the 
allian ce has encountered in breaking 
Serbian resistance, forcing concessions 


pursuing 

President 


from Belgrade and containing the 
Kosovo crisis. 

That mood was not eased by the ap- 
pearance on Serbian television of three 
U.S. Army scouts seized late Wednes- 
day near the border between Macedonia 
and Yugoslavia. Serbian media reported 
that the three Americans were going to 
be put on trial, perhaps this weekend, 
and the United States immediately de- 
nounced the prospect as a violation of 
international law. 

President Bill Clinton, reiterating 
threats from other Western leaders 
about possible war crimes prosecutions 
against Serbian leaders ana command- 
ers, warned Mr. Milosevic against any 
mistreatment of the airmen, saying that 
be "should make no mistake, we will 
hold him and his government respon- 
sible for their safety and their well- 
being.” (Page 5) 

Alliance officials said that they were 
still trying to clarify the circumstances of 
the soldiers' capture, adding that the Ser- 
bian leadership seemed to consider the 
soldiers as potential hostages during the 
military escalation against Belgrade. 

Belgrade television also reported a 
surprise meeting between Mr. Milo- 
sevic and a Kosovo Albanian political 


See NATO, Page 4 


that might be aimed at Ihe NATO forces 
based not far from the border. 

The men were out on a routine patrol 
close to the Yugoslav border. NATO 
officers and the men’s own unit said 
here. Their patrol area was close to the 
border, some 10 miles northeast of Ku- 
manovo, in an area that is predom- 
inantly populated by ethnic Serbs. • 

There is little doubt among fellow 
soldiers on the ground that they were 
seized by armed Serb villagers, who 
were cooperating with Yugoslav forces 
across the border. 

“There is a strong Serb minority that 
feels very close to Serbia," said Colonel 
Kersabiec. “Of course the Yugoslav 
Army obtained information from lo- 
cals,” said another officer. 

“We think the locals took them." 
said a European officer leading a re- 
connaissance unit in the area. He said he 
suspected the Serbs would have been 
watching the soldiers and, when they 
spotted three men on their own, moved 
in to seize them. 

"Every man in this area has a Kalash- 
nikov in fus house, ’ ’ he said ‘ ‘We are in 
hostile territory here. We know that the 
threat is not from the north, but it is all 
around us." 

The officer was leading a reconnais- 
sance unit of four armored vehicles, 
topped with heavy machine guns. His 
men were all armed with automatic 
rifles, and wore heavy-duty bulletproof 
vests, although only some bothered with 
helmets. 

NATO soldiers in the area all said 
they had encountered hostility from vil- 
lagers in the region who hurled stones 
and even bricks at their armored ve- 
hicles. One French unit was drawn up 
beside a bridge where '"NATO Go 
Home" was daubed in red paint. 

Yet the capture of the U.S. service- 



An overcrowded train en route to Macedonia picking up more Kosovars who were forced to flee on Thursday. 


Refugees: Like a Scene From 6 Inferno 9 


By John Kifner 

New York Times Service 


city — there was a knock on the door of every home 


KUKES, Albania — In a chilling display of force, Serbian 
gunmen are systematically emptying Pristina, Kosovo’s cap- 
ital city, marching its ethnic Albanians out through lines of 
masked, heavily armed Serbs, according to refugees crossing 
the border on Thursday. 

More than 10,000 more Albanian Kosovars, stretching at 
times more than a dozen miles back into Serbia in a heart- 
rending line of packed farm tractors and wagons, frail old 
people being carried in wheelbarrows and weeping village 
women on foot clutching their children and, perhaps, a 
blanket or a plastic bag wiih a few clothes. An old man died of 
exhaustion on the border crossing Thursday morning. 

Tbe people of Pristina, once an urbane center with a 
university, coffee houses, cinemas and newspapers, told — 
once again in almost identical accounts — of the latest 
Serbian tactic of "ethnic cleansing.” 

Throughout the Albanian neighborhoods — most of the 


Wednesday afternoon. Sometimes it was only one gunman — 

JUC 


special police or paramilitary — with a black ski mask over 
ms face, but usually several gunmen. 

Leave now, the refugees said they were told, and quickly 
and roughly thrown out of their houses. They were robbed of 
their money in the process. 

When they reached the street, they said, they found their 
neighbors in a forced march between lines of masked, uni- 
formed Serbs draped in weaponry. 

At one point die Serbs videotaped the march. Indeed, 
Serbian state television broadcast just such a forced march in 
Pristina two days ago. 

The refugees saiothey were split into two groups, one taken 
to the city’s railroad station, the other to a soccer stadium. It 
was difficult to estimate from the accounts exactly bow many 
people were involved, but they clearly numbered tens of 
thousands. 


See PRISTINA, Page 4 


Warming to 6 Cold Pizza’ 

Japan ’s Leader Repairs His Image Problem 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

New York Times Senire 


TOKYO — When Keizo Obuchi was 
seeking the prime minister’s job last 
summer, he was dismissed as having 
"all the pizzazz of a cold pizza." 

The months since then have offered 
evidence that pizza can be successfully 
warmed up. Nobody would describe 
Mr. Obuchi as charismatic.' but be is 
•widely regarded as more effective — 
and ultimately more popular — than 
most people had expected. 

"I have to change my view on him, in 
that he has grown in die job and been 
fairly effective," said John Neuffer, an 
American who publishes a political 
newsletter in Tokyo. It was Mr. Neuffer 
who coined the description of Mr. Obu- 
chi last summer, causing the expression 
"cold pizza” to be the rage of Tokyo 
and a new way of describing anyone 
seen as dull and unappealing. 

"He has certainly exceeded all ex- 
pectations," Mr. Neuffer continued, ex- 
pressing a view that is widely shared, 
“but he started at audita low level of 


expectations that this wasn't hard to 
do." 

One gauge of Mr. Obuchi ' s success is 
that he is no longer setting records for 
unpopularity in opinion polls as his 
standing has soared from execrable to 
merely dismal. Polls indicate that he 
now has the support of 33 percent of the 
public, up from 17 percent last au- 
tumn. 

Mr. Obucbi has shown that he is a 
shrewd mechanic of the Japanese polit- 
ical machine. It is mimin g more 
smoothly than it has in years, and this 
spring he pushed the national budget 
through Parliament earlier-than ever be- 
fore in the post- World War II period. 

Mr. Obuchi has forged alliances with 
the small Liberal Party and with various 
factions, and his political skills have 
helped him push a variety of economic 
measures into law. These range from a 
$200 billion stimulus plan to a bank- 
recapitalization plan to a program to 
distribute shopping coupons to people 
across the country in a desperate effort 


See OBUCHI, Page 7 


AGENDA 

Drug Scandal Hits 
Bike Racing Again 

Tbe drug scandal in professional 
bicycle racing erupted on two 
fronts Thursday as the head of the 
French Cycling Federation was 
placed under formal investigation 
and a race in Belgium was stopped 
so that the police could question 
officials and riders of Mapei, the 
world’s top-ranked team. 

The Mapei riders and manage- 
ment were cleared of doping al- 
legations. a Belgian public pros- 
ecutor said. But an Italian masseur 
with the Italian-Belgian team re- 
mained in custody concerning the 
discovery of amphetamines which 
had been mailed from the riders' 
hotel to Italy. Page 20. 
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Plunder in Cambodia / A Wave of Looted Treasures 

An Ancient Temple 
Falls Victim to 
Huge-Scale Thefts 


By Seth Mydans 

»Vrn Yerk Times Service 

B ANTEAY CHHMAR, Cambodia — One 
of the boldest and most destructive temple 
robberies ever carried out in Cambodia 
might have gone undiscovered for months 
or even years if Claude Jacques had not wandered 
into an antique shop in Thailand last December. 

Mr. Jacques, a French expert on Cambodian 
antiquities, found himself face to face with a fa- 
miliar stone inscription from the 12th-century 
temple of Banteay Chhmar. 

Few other people had ever seen the stone or, in 
recent years, the temple itself — a remote and 
unrestored jumble of sagging archways, moss- 
covered walk, cracked bas reliefs and weather- 
worn but still gently smiling stone gods. 

”1 know that inscription perfectly well, because I 
worked on it." said Mr. Jacques, who visited the 
temple in 1 965 and 1991. “I could not stay calm." 
The 1.2 meter-high (four-foot-high) stone, with its 
inscribed account of ancient battles, was on sale for 
SK.tKlO. Mr. Jacques called the Thai police, who 
impounded it. 

But his discoveries were only beginning. The 
stone inscription turned out to be just a tiny part of 
the lour from an extended raid on the temple lost 
November and December that officials say was 
organized by Cambodian military officers using 
power tools and heavy equipment. 

Mr. Jacques and other experts are calling it one of 
the largest-scale thefts of Cambodian antiquities 
since the first and most famous of the robbers, the 
French writer Andre Malraux, carted nearly a ton of 
.stones from Angkor Wat in 1924. 

Experts fear that it could be part of a new wave of 
looting at Cambodia's hundreds of remote and 
unprotected temples. 

As the Khmer Rouge communist insurgency has 
coil.ipscd in the last two years, many hidden sites- 
have suddenly become open to looters. Much of 
Cambodia’s countryside remains lawless, and hun- 
dreds of temples lie unguarded, unstudied and over- 
grown with vegetation. The only witnesses ro the 
raid on Banleay Chhmar were the villagers who live 
around the edges of the temple. 

"It’s not basic, usual looting," said Sebastien 
Cavalier, a Cambodia- based representative of Un- 
esco. “It's huge-scaie looting." 

“Andre Malraux took maybe 20 statues," he 
added. “Here it's 500. It’s like a case study for 
looting, every kind of looting, big and small. 

“You can see 12-meter-long wails totally dis- 
mantled," he said, “with stones cut into two pieces. 
You can see looting of heads, looting of pediments.' 
looting of bas reliefs, illicit excavations." 

In dismantled walls alone, Mr. Cavalier said, 
more than 45 square meters (500 square feet) of bas 
relief was chopped into pieces and trucked away. 

“You could say it is unfortunately one of the 
worst damages in the history of the looting of 
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A soldier sitting in the ruins of the looted temple at Banteay Chhmar. Officials 
say that the robbery , carried out last year, i cas organised by military officers. 


Cambodian temples,” said Mr. Jacques, who is the 
special adviser an the Angkor temple complex for 
Unesco, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. 

Mr. Jacques and Mr. Cavalier came to Bameay 
Chhmar in January to inspect the looting; they 
already suspected that the damage might be ex- 
tensive. Just before their trip, the Thai police in- 
tercepted trucks near the Cambodian border car- 
rying 1 17 heavy stone pieces of a dismantled temple 
wail that the two men later confirmed had come 
from Banteay Chhmar. 

The temple is just 25 kilometers (15 miles) from 
the Thai border Jn a barren comer of northwestern 
Cambodia that is almost inaccessible by road. To 
reach it, rbe researchers (raveled by military heli- 
copter, an hour’s flight from Siem Reap — the home 
of the temple complex of Angkor and the hearr of 
Cambodian civilization — which dates from the 
same period as Banteay Chhmar. 

When he saw the damage, Mr. Jacques, said. "I 
was crying." 


U ONG VON, the director of heritage pro- 
tection at the Ministry of Culture, said 
pneumatic drills had been used to chop 
statues from their bases and dismantle 
tons of stone bas relief. 

The drills left regular tooth marks along the edges 
of walls. Freshly sliced stone slabs lie here and 
there, their sharp edges contrasting with the worn 
and mossy blocks around them. Statues stand head- 
less and faceless where looters smashed them. 

"You cannot compare it with the looting at 
Angkor," Mr. Cavalier said. “It’s on a totally 


different scale. At Angkor the head disappears. At 
Banteay Chhmar the whole wall disappears. It's as 
if you' have Notre Dame de Paris and somebody 
comes and starts to cut off all the pedimeats." 

As many as J ,200 temples are scattered around the 
country. Mr. Cavalier said, but there Is no complete 
inventory- to help officials monitor what needs to be 
protected and what may have been stolen. 

Cambodia's treasures have been looted almost 
constantly since Malraux’s lime — by French and 
Vietnamese armies, by refugees fleeing Che Khmer 
Rouge and by Khmer Rouge guerrillas themselves. 

When the Khmer Rouge were driven from their 
final stronghold at Anlong Veng last year, officials 
■say, a (rove of stolen artifacts was found. Young 
Chantha, an official at the Cultural Heritage De- 
partment, said 20 to 30 tons of antiques had been 
Found at the home of Ta Mok, a Khmer Rouge leader 
who is awaiting trial in Phnom Penh. 

Though some progress has been made in recent 
years in returning artifacts to Cambodia and other 
nations, experts say the trade in antiquities con- 
tinues to flourish. As efforts grow to choke off the 
trade in Cambodian art through Thailand, for ex- 
ample, the experts say a new route has appeared 
through Singapore. 

As with much of the looting in Cambodia, official 
corruption appears to have been involved at 
Banteay Chhmar. Cambodian officials say they 
have identified the military unit and the officer 
responsible for the pillage, though it is not clear 
whether the looters will be punished. “If I can find 
this officer in Division 7, 1 will not protect him,’’ 
said his superior. General Ko Chhean. “It is up to 
the law. Maybe he should be put on trial." 
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Netanyahu Courting 
Israeli Arabs’ Votes 

He Promises Equality to Wo of Electorate 


By Joel Greenberg 

New York Times Sennet 


tors in the eye while 
inequality in this country. Mr, 
asked on a visit to Baqa 
* ‘There can’t be one town with red-bnek 
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anyahu brushed off die -demonstration, i ne Mordechai peppers his 


action to bring equally to the 1 jnfllion theSyrians a happy 

AraA> citizens among Israel s roughly 6 ho „ ^ Mordechai said on a visit 
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to equal opportunity and to closing the tor peace wiuu yi aDolana* 

“ Mr Netanvahu said, listing sta- Palestinians. He drew loua applause , 
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in a tight race, Mr. Netanyahu and his 
opponents took their campaigns this 
week to Arab villages and towns, vis- 
iting during the four-day Muslim Feast 


signs saying, "Netanyahu is persona 
non grata in Sbefaram’’ and denouncing 
him as “an enemy of peace." 

His emissar y to the Arab commu- 


ning during me luur-uay musumiw* 

of the SacSice. Arabs make up 12_per- man. Ctoira 


cent of the electorate, and their votes 
could be crucial in determining the out- 
come of the balloting May 17. 

In the election in 1996 that brought 
Mr. Netanyahix to power, Arabs voted 


chief of the Shin Bet security agency, 
was mobbed by an angry crowd and had 
to be hustled away by police officers. 

At the City Hall meeting. Mayor 
Ursan Yassin, a political ally of Mr. 


Mr. Netanyahu to power, Arabs voted Ursan Yassin, a political ally of Mr. 
overwhelmingly for Shimon Peres of the Netanyahu, read a checthstof troubles 
Labor Party, preferring his dovish views that plague this town of 30,000. 
to the harder ime of Mr. Netanyahu, who * ‘Shefaram is a city in name only , but 

received 5 percent of the Arab vote. it's actually a big village. Mr. Yassin 
Many Arabs are quite likely to vote said. “There are no pool, no youth clubs, 
again for the Labor candidate, this time no public parks, and only 50 percent of 


no public parks, ana i 
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Ehud Barak, although significant num- the sewage system is complete, in the 
bers could support Yitzhak Mordechai, Bedouin neighborhood there are no 
l ead er of the new cente r Party and the roads, no infrastructure, no play fields. It 
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third main contender. Others might back 
an Arab candidate, Azmi Bishara. 

On the Arab campaign trail, Mr. Net- 
anyahu, Mr. Barak ana Mr. Mordechai 
all make the same double-barreled 


breaks my heart to see our young people 
with no place to spend their time. There 
are no budgets, no resources. " 

Mr. Netanyahu responded with his 
own list of government-financed public 
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promise of peace and equality. They works in Arab villages and towns, noting 
pledge to make peace with Israel’9 that the sums had grown despite budget 
neighbors and to solve the problems of cuts. He promised $7 million to Shef- 
the Arabs in Israel, who lag significantly aram by next year, 
behind Jews in living standards, em- The promise of additional aid is Mr. 
ployment rates and quality of govern- Netanyahu’s most potent weapon in his 
meat services. campaign to woo Arab voters. In similar 


meat services. 

Mr. Barak portrays himself as the 
successor of the assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, following his 
policies of peacemaking and improving 
the Arabs’ lot ■ ••■i 

“How can we took our Arabmeigh- 


fashioa, the Sephardic religious party, 
Shas, whose control of the Interior Min- 
is trygives it power over local budgets 
and building plans, is appealing for sup- 
port frdra Arabs in die vote for Par- 
liament. ■ .'!•»> 




U.S. Issues Warning 
On Travel in Mexico 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The State 
Department is advising U.S. citizens to 
defer unnecessary travel in the Mexican 
state of Guerrero, which includes coastal 
destination-* .such as Acapulco, because 
of threatened political demonstrations 
there. 

In an advisory issued Wednesday, the 
department relayed reports from the 
U.S. Embassy in Mexico City that the 

Correction 

A Page One caption and photograph 
of Albanian refugees fleeing on a moun- 
tain road near Pristina that appeared in 
some of Monday's editions were mis- 
leading. The photo was taken in early 
March, before the current conflict. 

An Associated Press dispatch in Wed- 
nesday's editions incorrectly described 
the current trip to Germany by the vi- 
olinist Isaac Stem. This is Mr. Stem's 
first visit to that countrv. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 

political opposition in Guerrero bas 
vowed to block the inauguration of the 
state's governor-elect. Members of the 
leftist Democratic Revolution Party 
have accused the governing party of 
widespread irregularities and of vote- 
buying. 

‘Air Rage’ Check Starts 

LONDON (Reuters) — Britain an 
Thursday started registering all cases of 
“air rage" in a bid to control a sharp rise 
in the number of unruly airline pas- 
sengers. 

The Civil Aviation Authority said it 
would use the register to assess the exact 
level of the problem and identify pos- 
sible trends and solutions. Airlines in 
Britain have reported a 400 percent in- 
crease in air rage incidents over the last 
year. 

Uganda Park Reopens 

KAMPALA. Uganda (Reuters) — 
Bwindi National Park, famous for its 
rare mountain gorillas, reopened Thurs- 
day, a month after eight foreign tourists 
and u local guide were clubbed and 
hacked to death. The minister for dis- 
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JAL Attendants Seek Hearing 

7 tie .t.viii laif.i Pi r.> •. 

TOKYO — A group of 25 female flight attendants sought 
Japanese government arbitration over alleged discrimination 
in promotions on Thursday, the same day a new law against 
sexual discrimination took effect. 

The group, from Japan Airlines Co., applied for arbitration 
with the Labor Ministry under the revised Equal Employment 
Opportunity Law, an official in the ministry's women’s 
Bureau said. 

Under the new law, the ministry will start hearing cases 
brought by workers without consent from their employers. 
Previously, the consent of both sides was needed before 
arbitration could be requested. 

The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, refused to 
provide further details, citing the privacy of those involved. 
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Gore and Bush Lead the Funding Race 


aster preparedness, Jane Francis Kuka, 
said that the park was secure and “under 
constant surveillance.” 

Tour operators said that they were 
encouraged by the measures, but that 
more needed to be done to reassure 
tourists after the vicious attack last 
month by Hutu rebels. 

The expansion of Schoenefeld air- 
port in Berlin won German government 
approval. The 7 billion Deutsche mark 
($3.9 billion) expansion will allow Ber- 
lin to shut the Tegel and Tempelhof 
airports and consolidate air traffic into a 
single hub. The project is to be com- 
pleted in 2007. f'APj 

Atlantic Coast Airlines and United 
Airlines arc set to announce plans to 
offer joint hourly jet service from Dulles 
International Airport in Washington to 
La Guardia Airport in New York, r IVPj 

.Mexico City’s grand central plaza, 
the Zocuto. is to be transformed into a 
center of blooming trees under a renov- 
ation design selected by city officials. 
The renovation, to be completed by the 
end of the year, will reroute the traffic 
that^ow rings the square. tAP) 


By Susan B. Glasser 
and Ceci Connolly 

WuihrnstUH Post Srrvhr 

WASHINGTON — Vice President 
A1 Gore has collected nearly $7 million 
for his presidential campaign so far (his 
year, trailed closely by Governor George 
Bush of Texas at more than $6 million, 
as the two announced fund-raising tal- 
lies that mark them as the early leaders in 
the money chase that will be the first test 
of the 2000 election. 

In a campaign where both Mr. Gore 
and Mr. Bush have vowed to shatter 
previous fund-raising records, the two 
camps claimed wide leads over their 
Democratic and Republican rivals in 
their first quarter reports — die first 
barometer of financial prowess in this 
early-starting election season. 

“It's an important benchmark be- 
cause of the financial demands of this 
process," said Anthony Corrado. a cam- 
paign finance expert at Colby College. 
“They need to show brisk fund-raising 
early on and that's what the front-run- 
ners are doing." 

Mr. Gore, mining his Tennessee con- 
nections and President Bill Clinton's 
donor network, aims to have 555 million 


in the bank in early 2000. He is relying 
on a team of “solicitors" each of whom 
bas pledged to raise $50,000. 

Mr. Bush, an accomplished fund-raiser 
whose Texas base is traditionally a large 
source of political contributions and who 
draws on a national family network, took 
in the 56 million without holding any 
events. On Wednesday, he called that “a 
great start" His campaign has mapped 
out an ambitious plan to collect as much 
as $32 million by the end'of 1999. 

Former Senator Bill Bradley, Demo- 
crat of New Jersey, who says he has raised 
close to 54 million, has demonstrated that 
Mr. Gore does not have a total lock on the 
Democratic financial network. 

On the Republican side, the chairman 
of the Senate Commerce Committee, 
John McCain, of Arizona, appears to be 
second to Mr. Bush, although that is due 
in large part to a $2 million transfer from 
his Senate campaign account, along with 
about 51 million more raised this year. 

Two candidates expected to be pro- 
ficient fund-raisers offered surprisingly 
low totals: Elizabeth Dole, who has 
raised about 5500,000; and former Gov- 
ernor Lamar Alexander of Tennessee, 
whose £700,000 to £800,000 pales in 
comparison to the $5.2 million he raised 


WEATHER 


in the first quarter of 1 995. None of die 
figures are final; checks were still 
streaming into the campaigns Wednes- 
day, the last day of the first quarter. The 
reports, with derails on contributors and 
spending, will not be filed at the Federal 
Election Commission until April 15. . 

With 11 Republican candidates in 
fierce competition for cash, rivals were 
quick to suggest that Mr. Bush’s early 
success was not the final gauge of fi- 
nancial viability. * ‘The second quarter is 
mare meaningful," said Steve Schmidt, 
an Alexander aide. 

Several Republican hopefuls who 
raised about around $1.5 million said 
they did not need to keep pace with the 
early leaders; they just needed to have 
enough money to get their message out 

"What our $1.3 million illustrates is 
that we are competitive, ’ ’ said the chair- 
man of die House Budget Committee, 
John Kasich, of Ohio. 

Former Vice President Dan Quayle 
bias raised abont 52 million but only, bas 
5500,000 cash on hand, said his cam- 
paign manager Kyle McSlarrow. “Our 
philosophy has been to put together an 
cvgajuzation as quickly as possible," he 
said. “You’D see-others stockpile funds, 
but I’m doing a lot of investing early." 
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Cold "mi snow frohi Coh The weekend will turn out 
ora do to Wyoming and breezy and mild over 
western Montana over the southern England with a 
weekend, then dry end a good deal of aunetilne. 
Iitde nuttier Monday. FUny However. Scotland and Ire- 
from the Plans nBieMd- land wit be windy and 
west. Very m*»Jn tie East ratty Sunday and Mondm. 
Saturday, then cooler with Dry and rnto wtth smstune 
showers Saturday night tram Fnuce ana Germany 
and Sunday. Sunny and into central Europe. Very 
seasonably rrttd Monday, warm to hot across Spain. 
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After 35 Years of Single-Party Rule, Paraguay Is Suddenly Euphoric 


By Clifford Krauss 

New Y.uL Tuna Svrruv 
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ASUNCION. Paraguay — “Good- 
bye 20th centuty. good-bye assassins.” 
reads a fresh scrawl of graffiti a block 
from the plaza where snipers killed five 
protesters who were demanding the 
overthrow of the president of Paraguay 
less than a week ago. 

That sentiment sums up a sudden 
change of mood here, from desperation 
to euphoria, after the most rapid and 
complete overhaul of government and 
politics in this country since the 35-year 
dictatorship of General Alfredo Stroess- 
ner was overthrown in 1989. 

Since President Raul Cubas Grau was 
forced to resign Sunday, and he and his 
military mentor fled into exile, the first 
civilian coalition government in a long 
history of one-party rule and military 


dictatorship has emerged from a week of 
negotiations. 

Leaders of the new “national unity” 
government are promising nothing less 
than a complete overhaul, including 
privatizing several inefficient govern- 
ment agencies and attacking the dom- 
inant Colorado Party’s well-oiled ap- 
paratus. which is said to seek payoffs 
from smugglers and drug traffickers. ■ 

‘ ‘ We must seize this great opportunity 
to change the destiny of this country,” 
Luis Gonzalez Macchi said in his first 
news session as president. 

Mr. Gonzalez Macchi. 52. the former 
senate president and a former profes- 
sional basketball player, succeeded Mr. 
Cubas because he was next in the suc- 
cession line after the assassination of Vice 
President Luis Maria Argana last week. 

The new president had an undistin- 
guished career as a legislator and never 


showed any desire to overhaul the Col- 
orado Parly, of which he is a member, 
experts and Western diplomats said. 

But he emerged as a skilled concili- 
ator from negotiations with two oppo- 
sition ponies that first led to Mr. Cubas’ 
removal. He then put together a new 
cabinet, including two members each 
from the Liberal and National Encounter 
parties. The three parties also agreed to 
back a liberal as the vice-presideni/al 
candidate of the coalition in an election 
to be held in six months. This is the first 
time in 52 years that anyone not a mem- 
ber of the Colorado Party — which has 
controlled the government and military 
by doling out "pork" and favors — has 
hefd a cabinet position. 

“Everything that happened from 1989 
until Sunday was simply a continuation 
of the prior 35 years of Stroessner.” said 
Mario Paz Castaing, a National En- 


counter lender and second vice president 
of the senate. “But no longer will we 
have a Colorado government. From now 
on. this will be a national government.” 
Mr. Paz Castaing said Colorado lead- 
ers had been forced to agree to privat- 
izing the government water, electricity 
and telephone companies, moves that 
would reduce the leaders' power by ced- 
150,000 government jobs, 
evertheless, Mr. Gonzalez Macchi 
also chose rwo veterans of the Stroessner 
administration as ministers of health and 
public works, in a sign that he is not able 
or willing to break entirely from the 
traditional apparatus. 

"We've opened a door of hopes.” 
said Carlos Martini, a political scientist 
at the Catholic University. “But we still 
have all the doubts that go with a weak 
economy and a political class that has no 
experience at governing in coalitions." 




Mr. Martini warned that weakness in 
cotton and beef prices, as well as the 
recession in neighboring Brazil. 
. threatened to produce a long-term slump 
that could weaken the new government's 
popularity. Widespread disenchantment 
could help pave the way for a comeback 
for General Lino Oviedo, the retired 
populist army . commander who fled Sun- 
day to escape charges that he had ordered 
the assassination of Mr. Argana. He was 
granted political asylum in Argentina. 

General Oviedo won the primary for 
the Colorado presidential nomination 
last year. But he was forced togiveuphis 
candidacy when he was sentenced to jail 
for trying to overthrow a previous gov- 
ernment. in 1996. For three years, 
Paraguay has careened from one crisis to 
another over jailing General Oviedo. 

. A collapse was averted when the am- 
bassadors of Brazil, the United States and 


the Vatican brought together Mr Cubas 
and other political leaders to work our 
agreement that would lead to the pre" - 
idem's resignation and the new coalition- 
A crucial role was also played by the 
leaders of the army and air force. ''» 1 ’ 
made it clear to Mr. Cubas that thev 
would not support him and General 
Oviedo, his mentor, over the will ol con- 
gress and thousands of demonstrators. 

U.S. officials said they hoped General 
Oviedo's departure would give the new 
government a chance to maneuver anu 
mend relations with Washington. 

The Clinton administration has re- 
peatedly complained that Paraguay has 
made an insufficient effort at disas- 
sembling a vast underground economy 
that encompasses a wide range of ac- 
tivities like smuggling pirated CDs. 
videos and electronic goods; money laun- 
dering. and trafficking Bolivian cocaine. 


A Canadian Territory 
Celebrates Its Creation 

But Nunavut Already Faces Social Problems 


POLITICAL NOTES 
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Allh-IJ 

JQALUiT. Nunavut — Fire- 
works and prayer ushered in the 
creation of Canada’s newest terri- 
tory Thursday, a vast Arctic region 
plagued with social problems that 
the native Inuit hope they will now 
be able io conquer, t 

In the first redrawing of Canada’s 
maps in half a cen- ! 
tury. the territory of 
Nunavut was split 
off from the North- 
west Territories at 
the stroke of mid- 
night to become the 
country’s third ter- 
ritory. covering 
bne- fifth of 

Canada's land mass, 
from Hudson Bay to 
Ellesmere Island on 
the Arctic Ocean, 
j After an interde- 

f ominational ser- 

( ice and then fire- 

jA'orks over the 
frozen Frobisher Bay off the capital, 
IqaJuit. with a wind chill of minus 46 
degrees centigrade (minus 51 
Fahrenheit), judges with seal-fur 

E shes were sworn in as the first 
ficial act. 

“The justice system we have 
day never quite worked with us,” 
ihe ’new justice minister. Jack 
[\nawak. said at the morning cer- 
emony. "It was not culturally ap- 
propriate. It was imposed without 
o,ur participation.” 
j I “We’re going to be in a position 
id solve some of our own prob- 
lems.” Premier Paul Okalik said to 
reporters earlier, before of the for- 
mal start of Nunavut, which means 
i ‘Our Land” in Inuktitut, the Inuit 
anguage. 


Mr. Okalik. 34, an Inuk (.singular 
for Inuit). knows personally about 
some of the social problems facing 
his people. A recovered alcoholic, 
he served time in jail for a break-in. 
and his brother committed suicide. 
He is now Nunavut’s only Inuk law- 
yer. but he feels keenly the problems 
his government will now face. 

Eight-five per- 
cent of Nunavut’s 
27,000 people are 
Inuit. formerly 
called Eskimos. For 
thousands of years 
until the late 1950s 
and early 1960s, 
they roamed the 
frozen North, hunt- 
ing and fishing, liv- 
ing in igloos and 
tents. 

But it was a hard 
life, and they were 
enticed off the land 
by Canadian gov- 
ernment programs 
that provided housing, heat, medi- 
cine, education and food. 

“People getting into a wage 
economy and government assist- 
ance led to a son of rash of suicides 
and alcohol abuse,” Mr. Anawak 
said this week. “The men felt side- 
lined from being the hunter to not 
needing to hunt.” 

A quarter of the territory’s res- 
idents are classified as heavy drink- 
ers, three times the Canadian av- 
erage. Every year three-quarters of a 
percent of the population kills them- 
selves, six times the national rare. 

Joblessness is chronic — 30 per- 
cent among the Inuit but only 4 
percent among the non-Inuit. Less 
than half of Inuit aged 15 and over 
had a grade nine education and only 


j Nunavut, which 
' was split off from 
j the Northwest 
i Territories, covers 
one-fifth of 
Canada’s land 
mass. Most of its 
27,000 inhab itants 
are Inuit. 



Tism Han-anTIr -Vwmidin] Provt 

Residents of Iqaiuit, the capital of Nunavut, joining in the predawn festivities on Thursday, which 
included fireworks, prayer and music, to usher in the region’s status as Canada's newest territory. 


1 percent had completed university. 

“We have lo gel out of this cycle 
of living on Ihe welfare roll,” Mr. 
Okalik said. One in three residents 
were on social assistance in 1996. 
more than three rimes the Canadian 
average. 

Ottawa will pour in about S00 
million Canadian dollars (S530 mil- 
lion) a year into Nunavut — at an 
average cost of 30.000 dollars per 
resident. On top of that it has 
pledged more than I billion dollars 
over 14 years for a land claim set- 
tlement that is part of the overall 
deal. 


Geography presents a particular 
challenge. The distance from the 
western edge of Nunavut to the east- 
ern tip of Baffin Island opposite 
Greenland is as great as from Lon- 
don to Istanbul. There are only 12 
miles (21 kilometers) of roads be- 
tween towns. 

The population density is only 
one inhabitant per 39 square miles 
(100 square kilometers), compared 
with 22.000 people in Germany and 
1. 100 in Ontario. 

Government officials and others 
feel they will be better able to 
provide for, educate and inspire the 


people than did the government of 
the Northwest Territories, based in 
Yellowknife — 1,100 miles west of 
Nunavut's capital. 

“Yellowknife had no idea whom 
it was serving, to put it bluntly," 
said an Inuk banker. James Arreuk. 
He said that the creation of Nunavut 
had brought hope and renewal for 
the Inuit. 

Celebrating the new territory 
were traditional drum dancers and 
throat singers — two women facing 
each other close together, making 
low-pitched sounds like birds or an- 
imals. 


Clinton: No ‘Badge of Shame' 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton said he did 
not regard his impeachment as something to be ashamed 
of. saying that it was unwarranted. 

"I do not regard this impeachment vote as some great 
badge of shame,” he told Dan Rather of CBS News on 
Wednesday. “I do noL Because I do not believe it was 
warranted, and I don't think it was right. I just don't have 
bad feelings about it. but neither do I have feelings of 
anger and bitterness against those who did what they did. 
whether they believed it or whether it was political or 
whatever. I just think it’s past us and we need to put it 
behind us. and we need to go on.' ' 

In the interview broadcast on ”60 Minutes II." Mr. 
Clinton said he never had any intention of resigning in the 
year-long investigation into his extramarital affair with 
Monica Lewinsky. 

The House voted on Dec. 19 to impeach him and the 
Senate acquitted him on Feb. 12. after a trial. 

Saying he gave no thought to resigning, the president 
told Mr. Rather “I wouldn't do that to the Constitution. 
I wouldn't do that to the presidency. I wouldn't do that to 
the history ofthiscountry.il would never have legitimized 
what I believe is horribly [wrong with what has occurred 
here over the last four or five years. ” (N\T) 

\ i 

Siprr's $6 Million in 6 Months 

t 

WASHINGTON — Kenneth Starr, the independent 
counsel, spent $6.2 million during the six months last year 
when he was deposing Monica Lewinsky, the former 
White House intern, and! concluding his impeachment 
case against President Bill Clinton, according to the 
General Accounting Office. 

From April through September, Mr. Starr’s spending 
on salaries, travel, rent.: supplies and private outside 
contractors — along with special services from the FBI. 
Internal Revenue Service and other branches of gov- 
ernment — increased more than 50 percent over the 
previous six months. 

With the latest figures. Mr. Starr is closing in on the 


record for spending by an independent counsel: the S47.4 
million spent by Lawrence Walsh during the eight-year 
investigation of Reagan administration officials involved 


AMERICAN 

TOPICS 

Se Habla English? 

The question of bilingual education in 
American schools has long been a vexed 
one. and particularly in areas in the South- 
west with large populations of Hispanic 
immigrants. So when California voters 
sought to resolve the issue by requiring that 
ull children in public schools be “taught 
English by being taught in English." those 
on the losing side of the ballot initiative 
bitterly complained of insensitivity to the 
needs of minority students*. 

But Proposition 227. which requires that 
non-Engiish-speuking students take classes 
in which "nearly all" instruction is in Eng- 
lish — the theory being that immersion is . 
the quickest way to leam a language — has 
not been the death knell for bilingualism 
that some feared, says U.S. News & World 
Report. 


Many students are learning fur more in 
English than before. Thousands of others, 
however, still study basic subjects like math 
and science in Spanish, while also taking an 
hour or so of daity English lessons. 

Parents are able to avoid the new pro- 
vision by requesting waivers. Some school 
officials — in Oakland, for example, where 
the schools' bilingual office has messages 
in seven languages on its answering ma- 
chine — have encouraged Hispanic parents 
to seek waivers. 

Still, in the Los Angeles school district, 
the state's largest, the waiver rale of about 
10 percent is below what was expected. 
Proposition 227 backers say they are 
pleased with the performance of children in 
immersion classes. The real test, however, 
comes July J. when statewide test scores 
will be made public. 

Short Takes 

A Florida judge has ruled that the city 
of Boca Raton can tear down crosses, stars 
of David and other grave adornments in the 
municipal cemetery because the decora- 
tions are not essential for religious practice. 


The ruling was believed to be the first of its 
kind in the nation. 

Judge Kenneth Ryskamp said that re- 
moving the religious symbols, plants and 
stones would not trample the religious 
rights of family members. The Boca Raion 
cemetery permits only a horizontal plaque 
at the fool of each grave. The city said that 
the religious monuments were an obstacle 
tor maintenance workers and violated long- 
standing rules. Families lease cemetery 
plots and do not own them. 

About 400 families plan to appeal the 
ruling. In the meantime, the cemetery plots 
will be left untouched. 

Americans' taste for bottled water has 
exploded in recent times, rising by 10 per- 
cent a year, partly based on the assumption 
that it was purer than tap water. That, it 
appears, is not necessarily the case. 

In a four-year survey, the Natural Re- 
sources Defense Council, an environmental 
group, found that about a third of the 103 
brands of bottled water it tested contained 
chemical or bacterial contamination beyond 
levels set by the government or industry. 

While “most bottled water apparently is 


of good quality." the council said, ‘'people 
. are not always getting the purity they’ve 
paid for.’’ The industry defended its stan- 
dards. however, saying that they were strict 
and that there were no confirmed cases of 
illness linked to bottled water. 

In New York, environmentalists are 
celebrating a judge’s ruling that protects a 
den of rattlesnakes. A judge in Pough- 
keepsie ordered a mining company to tear 
down a "snake- proof’ fence chat state en- 
vironmental officials said threatened the 
serpents. The company owner said he 
would fight the ruling, and leave the fence 
in place, about 260 feet (79 meters ) from the 
snakes’ den. “It s worth getting arrested 
over," he said. 

The fence, state officials said, would 
reduce the snakes' habitat and perhaps 
cause “physiological stress.” The mining 
company points out that removing the fence 
could add to stress among -humans in the 
area. 

Brian Knowlton 


in the Iran-Contra affair. 

Mr. Starr began his investigation of Whitewater and 
related matters in August 1994. Since then he has spent 
$39.2 million probing Whitewater and Mr. Clinton’s 
affair with Ms. Lewinsky. 

Responding to the report, a spokesperson for Mr. Starr 
said: "The monumental effort required to conduct the 
investigation of Monica Lewinsky and others required tin 
unusual commitment of resources. * ' ( H P l 


Quote/Unquote 


Audie Elizabeth Bock, an Oakland. California, teacher 
poised to become the first Green Party member to win 
state office after she surprised a Democratic political 
veteran who outspent her 20 to 1 in a special election for 
the state assembly: "This is a message from the voters to 
the Democratic Party machine that they aren't happy with 
what they’ve been offered. ” CAP; 


Mexico Governor Eludes Agents 

• i 

Punt Sn vice I 

MEXICO CITY — A state governor whp is under in- 
vestigation for alleged ties to Mexico’s most 'powerful drug 
carteThas disappeared just ddys before police were expected to 
seek his arrest for drag trafficking and' money laundering, 
according to law-enforcemdnt officials in Mexico City. 

Governor Mario Villanueyaof the Yucatan Peninsula state of 
Quintana Roo had been under police surveillance but apparently 
eluded the agents who were tailing him. an official said. 

Mr. Villanueva’s six-year term in office, during which he 
has immunity from prosecution, ends Monday. 

if Mr. Villanueva — who is a member of the governing 
Institutional Revolutionary Party — were to flee Mexico and 
evade charges, it would be a stunning blow to the country's 
justice system. 
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ACROSS 

1 Like a leading 
wind 

G Search me 1 
i* Yellow 
is Revelatory ay 
t?SioI spot 
is It may baa 
iitesawer 

i9Gymnasi«c event 
si Year m Henry it's 
reign 

as Cold warabbr 
23 Oozing 
94 Hearmg shower 
«o Cape — 

27 Music collector's 
stack 


28 Take- 

29 Reveal, with 
"OuT 

30 Missouri s ally, 
once 

33 Heading abbr 
33 Sideshow 
performers 
30 Emerson writing 

40 Slorm 

production 

41 Storm producer 

42 Occurring every 
60 m mules 

45 Owen Wister's 
‘ — McLean" 
48 Fed. property 
manager 

47 Them 

48 Conclude by 
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si Great deal 

52 Jimjams 

53 Trails 
55 Tab. e g 
58 Personas' 

counterparts 

ssOl the embryo 
sac 

eo Sian gomg tor 
01 Situation m 
which service is 
important 
82 Paris of families 


DOWN 

i Charges 

a Never before 
seen 

a Become tarmiiar 
with gradually 

4Tel- - 

9 First Egyptian 

king 

6 Illusionist 's feat 

7 Brooks and 
others 

a Some are green 

g Insurance co 
employee 
10 Tiny Tim's dad 
it In time, to 
Ozawa 

12 Wooded - Var 

13 Her theme song 
was "Love Me or 
Leave Me" 

i£ All's alternative 


20 Word in some 
temperatures 

24 Contrapuntal 
composition 

25 Great deal 

so Not as expected 

31 hi 

(legendary 
founds* of 
Korea) 

32 Clinton or Bush. 

once 

34 Knock about 

35 Makes a 
iQucndown 

38 One mght Rip it 
wMe making 
breakfast 

37 Ring 

38 Jerks 

42 Hopper and 

others 

43 Like some 
annals 

44 Begrudge 

45 Opener 

48 Bfnd as — 

50 Rush hour's 
end. roughly 

53 French novelist 
Pierre 

54 It's a snap 

se Stockbroker’s 
freebie 

37 Jack of "Bower 
Drum Song" 
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1 International' Funds Listing 

Track the performance of over 2,400 
imenmional finds, e\-ery day, on the IHT 
site on the World Wide Web. 
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Away From 

Politics 

• Four white New York po- 
licemen have pleaded not 
guilty to second -degree 
murder in the case of Amadou 
Diallo, an African immigrant 
whose death in a hail of gun- 
fire spotlighted allegations of 
police racism and brutality, 

< Renters} 

• The Reverend Henry Ly- 
ons, the former head of the 
National Baptist Convention, 
the biggest black church 
group in the United States. 
Has been sentenced to five and 
a half years in prison for rack- 
eteering and grand theft. 

(Reuters) 

• A $30 million verdict 

against Michelin Tire Co. 
for a track driver who lost his 
legs in a crash has been 
thrown out by an appeals 
court. Michelin should nave 
been able to remove a woman 
from the jury pool whose 
daughter had been involved 
in a Michelin tire blowout 
similar to (he one suffered by 
Julian Lovett, the 4th District 
Court of Appeals said Wed- 
nesday. The court ordered a 
new trial. \AP) 
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The Nightmare Deepens /‘'What Are the Rebels’ Prospects?’ 


Kosovo Guerrilla Army Facing Defeat 

NATO Airdrops of Heavy Weapons Are Sought to Battle Yugoslav Forces 

. mint nolitical auton- 
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NA 




By Peter Finn 

WittfoHqHiH Post Service 

KUKES, Albania — The ethnic Al- 
banian rebel group whose yearlong 
battle to win independence for Kosovo 
brought world attention to the province 
is facing imminent military defeat unless 
NATO airdrops heavy weaponry to help 
the guerrillas survive a relentless assault 
by Yugoslav forces, according to a lead- 
ing Figure in the group. 

Azen Syla. a founder of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army and a member of its 
central council, said in an interview 
Wednesday that Yugoslav Army troops 
and Serbian special police units had cut 
off the guerrillas’ supply lines from Al- 
bania since the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization began its bombing cam- 
paign against Yugoslav military targets 


March 24. He said the rebels were re- 
treating across broad areas of Kosovo. 

Without anti-tank and ann-aifctan 
weapons. Mr. Syla said, the rebels will 
be forced to abandon their fight He said 
the Kosovo Liberation Army had ap- 
pealed to NATO for arms but had re- 
ceived no response. 

Western officials shared Mr. Syla s 

bleak assessment 

One U.S. official in Washington 
called the rebels* position desperate. An- 
other described recent attacks by gov- 
ernment forces as devastating. He ad- 
ded: “What .are the rebels' prospects? 
Dim. They’ve been running out of ammo 
and supplies; they've been reduced to 
isolated pockets." 

The Clinton administration has 
viewed the Kosovo Liberation Army 
with skepticism. The United States and 


its NATO allies want political auton- 
omy not independence, for Kt»ovo. a 
province of Serbia, Yugoslavia’s dom- 

“■moSv^'U.S. officials have said 
repeatedly that they do not , NATO 
Sanesto become the KLA saxr 
force," even as they support the rebel ■ 

group’s resistance to government re- 

Pr ^e°effect of a crushing military de- 
feat for the Kosovo Liberation Aimy is . 
uncertain, especially as it ' 

minor role in the confrontation between . 
NATO and the Belgrade government 
As rebel leaders acknowledge, thegna- 
nllas have been unable to protett ■ 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians, who made 
up 90 percent of the province s prewar . 
population, from atrocities and expo!- * 
sions. 



PRISTINA: Harrowing Tales of Terror and Forced Evacuation 
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The oldest bridge in Novi Sad over the Danube River, about 80 kilometers north of Belgrade, was destroyed In 
air strikes by NATO. A water supply line going over the bridge was also demolished. 

POLICY: Despite Warnings, Allies Pushed Bombing Strategy 


Continued from Page X 

One train load was sent to the Mace- 
donian border. At least three babies were 
bom last night in the railroad station, the 
refugees said. 

During Wednesday night, the Serbs 
brought in fleets of buses and large 
trucks, including freezer tracks of me 
kind used to transport sides of beef, the 
refugees said. 


and we were made to leave the house. “Ok stops ; went werc 

“On both sides of the street were long only Serbs, dnvmj ■ seemed 
lines of Serb police inmasks and we had Forman 

5 w-* between them tp the dale sta- 


As the procession passed a movie had lost And yet, saw 
theater, he saS. police inawhite Opel his wife, Aferdita. who was thra months 
Cadet cruiaed Sugside, videotaping prt^aot. ftete^a reheCM. 


iops were looted. There were , j \ 

bs driving our cars.” il'i ■ • 

sny, crossing the border seemed IliM)! - * ' 

it of mixed emotions. They were ■{l* 1, 

l at die thongbi of all that they |l* iff 

And yet, saidMr. Rahmani and l. . . l| ; f T 
whn was three months Ti« ‘ 1 


Continued from Page 1 Serbs were up to. 

Senior administration and congres- 
outset that we couldn't prevent atrocities sional officials in Washington, for ex- 
and crimes against humanity with just an ample, cited an American military in- 
air campaign." the officer in Brussels teitigence assessment completed shortly 
said. “But knowing that we had to keep before the allied air campaign began last 
an alliance of 19 nations together, we week that concluded that Mr. Milosevic 
knew that if we asked for ground troops intended to “ethnically cleanse” 1.8 


D L - * kind used to transport sides of beef, the After the march and the long night m 

ttomoing Strategy refugees said. the train station, Arsim Rahmani . 26, 

° Many spent hours packed into the said he could see from the windows of 

It took the allies — 16 of them then, buses and trucks until they were driven the bus that there were no Albanians, 
before Poland. Hungary and the Czech south past burning villages early in the 


in being free of threat from the Serbs. 

“It is not important that now we are 
poor people,” she said, leaning close to . 
her husband. “What is important is now 
I am not afraid." 


we would be asking the impossible." 
The rejection of ground forces per- 


milli on Albanians within a week. 
Officials in Washington dismissed the 


Republic came in earlier last month — 
most of the day to get to that point. Still, 
they hemmed in Mr. Solatia's freedom to 
decide to launch the bombers, condi- 
tioning the move on a concurring as- 
sessment by the Contact Group. 


morning and dumped out at the last 
village, Szhur, to walk the final few 
miles to the border. 

“You cannot imagine what 
happened." waiied Suzana Kmsni gi, 
collapsing in tears a few steps over the 


CAPTIVES: 3 Were Doing Routine Patrol 


In my view, the biggest mistake we border with her elderly parents. “I was 


sisted despite growing signs of Mr. Mi- plan as Serbian bravado and confidently 
lose vie s real intentions, including a re- boasted that Kosovo Liberation Army 


markable 


Y ugoslav fighters, plus a few days of allied bomb- 


general in October that senior militaiy ing. would be enough to show Mr. Mi- 
officials in Brussels now admit they losevic that he was mistaken. 


missed. Had such signs been heeded, 
some officials now argue, politicians 


Instead of planning to send in ground 


made was agreeing to be taken hostage 
by the Contact Group,” an allied officer 
said. “It hurt solidarity within the al- 
liance. and some of die non-Contact 
Group countries reacted to it like a Span- 
ish bull to a red flag." 

As the peace talks started in Ram- 


watching television, ‘Sky News.' and I. fast and versatile on rough terrain. 


might have overcome their aversion to eis spent months threatening Serbia with 


the use of troops. 

The clue the allies missed, a high 


NATO officer said, came in a tense almost sure Mr. Milosevic would accept 


predawn conversation in Belgrade early 

Oct. 25 between General Mo- 

meiJo Perisic. then chief of 
the Yugoslav armed forces. ‘We ' 
and two NATO generals. The , , 

generals had come to demand ® 

fulfillment of promises to anYO 

withdraw army and police * 
units from Kosovo that Mr. 

Milosevic had made to a U.S. envoy, 
Richard Holbrooke, two weeks earlier. 

The NATO officers — General Klaus 
Naumann of Germany, ihe alliance’s se- 
nior military officer, and General Wesley 


forces. President Clinton and other lead- bouillet, NATO officials said, allied in- 
eis spent months threatening Serbia with telligence began picking up disturbing 
bombing while sending diplomats to try signs that Serbian Array was moving into 
to negotiate a peace settlement they were position in and just north of Kosovo, 
almost sure Mr. Milosevic would accept Some of these troop movements, they 
At the time. Mr. Clinton was devoting said, were called “winter exercises." 


walked out into the garden and time 
were three people with black masks and 
big guns." .she said. 

“They wanted to kill my mommy. 
They said you give me money or I will 
kill her," she said. “I had 550 Deutsche 
marks hidden in my sock and I gave it to 
him. 


“They were not policemen. They Bills said. 

: : i. w.i i.. > 


At the time. Mr. Clinton was devoting 


’We were not surprised by what Milosevic 
has done. There is historical amnesia if 
anyone says they are surprised. 9 


i and just north of Kosovo. were cr iminals Milosevic let out of jaiL 
f these troop movements, they “It is not easy to earn money,” she 
called * ‘winter exercises." said. “Bnt 1 don't care about the money. 

“We always thought they They wanted to kill my parents, 
were preparing for some kind ‘ ‘ In every bouse they broke the doors. 


of a miliary solution in the 
spring.” he said. “We antic- 
ipated that he would try to masks and big weapons, ’ ’ she sobbed, as 
wipe out the Kosovo Uber- she went on to describe the forced march 
ation Army and not be very and a sleepless night at the railroad sta- 
nice to the civilian population, tion. 

esumption was that the Serbs “All Pristina is empty today. No Al- 
centrate on the guerrillas and banians. Only Serbians with guns, they 
* civilians en masse. all have guns,” she said. “Can the world 

a peace agreement, to be en- see what they are doing?” 
r a 28,000- member NATO The long lines of silent, shaken 
uding 4.000 U.S. troops, ad- refugees, many crying, stretched all 


Continued from Pane 1 It is possible, working so close to the I 

Continued from rage i men simply got lost, one ■ 

They were patrolling in a Humvee. a NATO officer said “If yon are right on 
U.S. armored vehicle on big tires, that is the border, you just have to turn a comer , 
fast and versatile on rough terrain. and you are in Serbia.’ he said. 

“It is fully armored and weighs about Another factor that could have led to . 
seven tons,” said ‘Sergeant Ellis, the their capture is their transformation * 
public affairs offic er at the unit’s base at overnight from being a UN peacekeep- . 
the main airport just outside Skopje. The ing task force, to becoming, or being seen 
men must have been outside the vehicle as, the main actor in the war next door, 
when apprehended, he suggested. Their original role as a UN fora: may • 
“They must have been out scouting, have made the U.S. unit vulnerable, 
which. they do quite often," Sergeant American troops have been in Mace- 
Ellis said. donia for three years as part of the UN 

“They were good soldiers," he ad- mission, sent in to secure the Macedonim 
ded. “You don’t want that to happen to border and watch for any potential 
anyone, but especially when they are spillover from the wars in the Balkans, 
your friends." The three men had only Since the UN mission ended on Feb. ? 
arrived for a six-month tour of duty on 28, after China refused to agree to fur- 


“Tbey were good soldiers." he ad- 
ded. "You don’t want that to happen to 
anyone, but especially when they are 
your friends." The three men had only 


much of his energy to fighting impeach- 
ment charges in Congress. Mr. Milo- 
sevic, for his part, used the months to 
prepare the vast expulsion in Kosovo. 

The Yugoslav president soon demon- 


Clark of the United States, the supreme strated that he bad no intention of car- 


allied commander — were sitting with 
General Perisic in the Presidential Palace, 
an officer said, when the Yugoslav sud- 


ry ing out his commitments, but the allies 
did not begin to reactivate the bombing 
threats they had used to extract those 


denly sent a police escort out of the room promises from him until the beginning of 


and turned up the television. . 

“He said that he thought the army was 
the only democratic institution left in 


Yugoslavia and that be knew that con- the cease-fire. 


the year. By then, violence by both 
Kosovo Liberation Army irregulars and 
Serbian forces had made a mockery of 


flict with NATO would inflict terrible 
damage to it." the officer said. 


The massacre of scores of unarmed 
Albanian civilians in the village of Ra- 


General Perisic seemed to be trying, cak early in January increased pressure 
this officer said, to make it dear that in allied capitals for diplomatic action. 


But the presumption was that the Serbs 
would concentrate on the guerrillas and 
not go after civilians en masse. 

Barring a peace agreement, to be en- 
forced by a 28,000- member NATO 
force, including 4.000 U.S. troops, ad- 
ministration officials in Washington said 
there were varying assumptions about 
what action Yugoslavia would take. 

"If fighting escalates in the spring, as 
we expect, it will be bloodier than last 
year's," die director of central intel- 
ligence, George Tenet, told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on Feb. 2. 

. “Belgrade will seek to crush the KLA 
once and for all. while the insurgents will 
have the capability to inflict heavier cas- 
ualties on Serb forces.” he said. “Both 


“In every bouse they broke the doors, arrived for a six-month tour of duty on 28, after China refused to agree to fur- 
Wher? we went out everyone was in the Feb. 16, from the squadron’s base near tber extend the UN mandate in Mace- 
street walking between men with black Wurzburg, Germany. donia, the task force is being dismantled, 

masks and big weapons, ’ ’ she sobbed, as The region where they disappeared is The U.S. troops who took part in the UN 

she went on to describe the forced march full of curving valleys between craggy mission have continued their reconnais- 
and a sleepless night at the railroad sta- cliffs and ridges. Small fanning villages sance duties under American command, 
tion. with red-tiled houses nestle in the val- continuing the UN's job of patrolling a 

“All Pristina is empty today. No Al- leys. At the village of Pelince,justamile half-mile zone between the border and 


short of the border with Yugoslavia, half the French and British NATO forces, 
a dozen armed police were standing out- based in Kumanovo. 


side a whitewashed building. 


The U.S. troopsare, however, not part - 


Several others, dressed in camouflage of the NATO task force, assembled in 


fatigues, disappeared 


fatigues, disappeared quickly iuside. 
around her. Among the seemingly end- The men outside were Macedonian po- 
less procession of people atop carts lice, but one man on the edge of the 
pulled by tractors was 98-year-old Shah- group had a Y ugoslav flag on the sleeve 
in Jhabani, stretched motionless on a of his uniform. 

wheel barrow, his feet in maroon socks Most appeared to be ethnic Serbs and 

dangling over the wheel, a few odd fam- clearly sympathized with their Serb 
ily possessions, a blanket, a pair of worn- neighbors, who less than a decade ago 
an’s high-heel shoes and a bright- had been their countrymen, 
colored child’s jacket tucked around They spoke out angrily against the 
him. NATO bombing in Serbia. “We hear the 

By 7 o'clock Thursday evening, planes and hear the e? 

1 3,000 people had crossed over the bor- bomb," said one. 


NATO bombing in Si 


recent months to conduct peacekeeping 
duties in Kosovo. 

"These guys are not used to having 
trouble," said one NATO officer. 
“They are not used to being threatened. 
We, on the other hand, arrived ready as a 
fighting Force.” 

At the squadron's base at Skopje’s 
airport, that is all too clear. It still looks 
more like a UN base than a U.S. Army 
one, with its white vehicles and con- 


preserving the army from destruction, the backed by the threat of force, to stop sides likely will step up attacks on ci- der, a process made painfully slow for 


threat the two Western generals had made such outrages by Serbian military and 
if Mr. Milosevic did not relent, was more police units in Kosovo, 
important to him than anything else. As the allies had done throughout the 

General Clark and General Nauraann mounting crisis, they followed the lead 
left Belgrade with the commitments they of the six-nation Contact Group of coun- 


had come for, but a month later. General 
Perisic was removed from office. Soon 
after that. Mr. Milosevic began totally 
disregarding his pledges. 

“We think now that Perisic was re- 


tries — the United States, Britain. 
France, Germany. Italy and Russia — 
that were crying to find a political set- 
tlement in Kosovo, 

That, some officers now believe, was 


moved because he didn't agree to the a mistake, since Russia was consistently 
plan." the officer said That meant, he opposed to bombing or any other allied 
said, that the Y ugoslav authorities were action against Mr. Milosevic, 
developing the drastic Kosovo solution Reservations by the Europeans about 
al the same lime as they were making letting the alliance act without an ex- 


false promises to Mr. Holbrooke. 


plicit mandate from the UN Security 


General Perisic was dismissed after Council, a mandate Russia seemed cer- 
the head of the Yugoslav Air Force, lain to veto there, built in further delay. 
General Ljubisa Velickovic, was re- ■ But on Jan. 29. backed by NATO, the 
placed on Oct. 30, and the head of the Contact Group demanded that the Serbs 
internal security service. Javica Stanisic, and the Albanians go to Rambouiliet 
was dismissed on Oct. 27. Some NATO Castle in France on Feb. 6 to negotiate a 
officers now believe that this was part of peace settlement, 
a broad change in Serbia’s strategic lead- On Jan. 30. the allies gave NATO’s 


ership in preparation for the offensive secretary-general. 


vilians. 

“Heavier fighting also will result in 
another humanitarian crisis, possibly 
greater in scale than last year’s, which 
created 250.000 refugees and internally 
displaced persons along with hundreds 
of destroyed buildings and homes." Mr. 
Tenet said. 

William Cohen, the U.S. defense sec- 
retary, and General Henry Shelton, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
were adamantly opposed to sending 
ground troops into Kosovo wiihout a 
clearly defined mission. 

Moreover. State Department and 
White House officials said. Congress, 
which only reluctantly backed air 
strikes, would oppose ground troops. 

Even if the administration had 
mustered the political will to mount a 
2 00 ,000- member force, it would have 
taken months to move that many troops 
into place. Pentagon officials also 
wamed that such a deployment would 


much of the day by the Albanian au- 
thorities’ insistence on a new procedure 
for registering the refugees. 

Actually, what they were registering 
mostly was their automobiles — 
stripped of license plates by the Serbs — 
and issuing a mimeographed piece of 
paper good for a month. 

Late in the afternoon, after pressure 
from European aid officials and the 
flood of people on foot, the system eased 
somewhaL 

But in the darkness there were still 
many thousands of people backed up 
nearly 16 kilometers (10 miles) into the 
Serbian territory, a line constantly re- 
ceiving more people, even as it inched 
forward, from Pristina and other areas to 
the north. 

“They exploded something at the 
main door of our house," said Ruzhid 
Morina, 56. “Four police with masks 
came in. Their first demand was money. 
At this moment the children were 


planes and hear the explosions as they tamers still bearing the UN name. Sol- 
bomb," said one. diets were working on a line of Humvees 

They said they knew nothing of the and armored troop carriers, just newly • 
missing U.S. servicemen but said they painted a dark military green. The paint ' 
bad seen them come through regularly is still fresh, and the sign at the entrance • 
on patroL still declares this is a UN mission. 

Western Europe Pledges Aid 
To Ease Plight of Refugees 


The Associated Press whelmed Balkan countries handle the 

BONN— Balkan countries flooded refugees and keep them from flooding 
waves of Kosovo refugees won a into western Europe, 
praise of increased aid Thursday Deputy Foreign Minister Gnenter 
m West European nations attend- Veiheugen, back from a trip to the 
e> an emergency conference on the region, said on German radio, “Our 
manitarian crisis: epneepi is to keep the refugees as close 


by waves of Kosovo refugees won a 
promise of increased aid Thursday 
from West European nations attend- 
ing an emergency conference on the 
humanitarian crisis! 


The German foreign minister, as possible to Kosovo." 

Joschka Fischer, who led the meeting. In Geneva, the UN High Coramis- 


under wav in Kosovo. 


Madariaga, the authority to tell General 


Solatia probably only provoke Mr. Milosevic to • frightened and started to cry. 


And political authorities in Washing- Clark to bomb targets on Yugoslav ter- 
ton and in Europe also disregarded or ritory if it took bombing to get the Serbs 
played down other warnings of what the to negotiate. 


attack before it was completed. 

So the administration and NATO de- 
cided to use air power alone, for all its 
limitations. 


“We took only the things we had at 
hand, two blankets for the kids and a 
plastic sheet in case it rains,” he said. 
“All this happened in just Five minutes 


NATO: Alliance Claims Some Success but Fear of Wider Instability in the Balkans Grows 


Continued from Page 1 ing and threats of enemy cruelty. 

Crowds of ethnic Albanian civilians 
leader, Ibrahim Rugova, who had earlier were said to be backed up at border- 
told journalists that “the bombing must crossing points as neighboring countries 


stop” and chat “Belgrade must help” to 
end the conflict. 


sought to slow the influx, which 
threatened to swamp facilities and, much 


The NATO secretary-general. Javier more alarming, aggravate internal ethnic 


Solatia Madariaga, said that Mr. 
Rugova, a political moderate well 
known personally by Western leaders, 
appeared to be acting under duress in 
Belgrade. The BBC later reported that 
the television interview may have been a 


rillas trained for that mission. 

Meanwhile, questions were being 
pressed harder in Western capitals by 
political leaders and media commen- 
tators about possible changes in the al- 
liance’s tactics if Mr. Milosevic con- 
tinued to hold the initiative and the 


tensions and suspicions to a point of sophisticated Western arsenal failed to 


political crisis. 

As air strikes went into their eighth 
day. weather was expected to improve in 
the Serbian skies. lifting the cloud ceil- 
ing that has hampered U.S. and Euro- 


subduc his comparatively rudimentary 
forces as they continued wreaking havoc 
on the ground. 

Questions also surfaced about West- 


in the pro-Westem republic despite 
warnings from Britain's foreign secre- 
tary. Robin Cook, dial Serbian inter- 
ference there would dangerously esca- 
late the stakes and the risks to himself. 

NATO air strikes have already de- 
stroyed military installations controlled 
from Belgrade in Montenegro. 

But Western officials offered no hint 
that any change in direction or tactics 
was imminent, not even an airlift of 
weapons to the ethnic Albanian guer- 


said the help would focus on Albania 
and Macedonia — impoverished 
neighboring countries inundated with 
refugees. “These two countries can’t 
be left to face this situation alone," Mr. 
Fischer said. Among the • measures 
agreed on by the European Union and 
eight Balkan nations at the meeting 
was establishing a “regular airlift” to 
supply food, medicine, shelter and oth- 
er necessities. 

The participants urged NATO to 
contribute aircraft to assist the hu- 
manitarian effort. They also affirmed 
their support for the NATO bombing 
campaign. Before the conference. 


sioner for Refugees said more than 
156,000 Kosovar Albanians had 
crossed into Albania, Maced onia and 
Montenegro since last week and that 
the exodus was gaining speed. 

Albania has been hardest hit, with at 
feast 100,000 refugees flooding across 
from the mostly ethnic Alb anian 
province. Part of the conference’s aim 
was to seek pledges by less affected 
countries in the region to ta k ft in 
refugees. 

Germany has a particular stake in 
the crisis, fearing a repeat of the 
refugee wave triggered in 1992 by the 
Bosnian conflict Germany took in 


£ hich curroidy chairs the more than 350,000 Bosnians, more 
‘ wS Pledged than any other European country, and 

massive aid to help the over- some 100;000 have yet to go home. 


fabrication using old pictures. It cited pean warplanes' attacks against Serbian 


em war aims, including suggestions that rillas. A K LA spokesman said Thursday 


diplomatic sources in Macedonia as say- 
ing that the meeting had not taken place, 
and that the television broadcast had 
been propaganda. 


tanks and other mobile military targets. 


Mr. Milosevic had already gone too far 
for the West to maintain its avowed coal 

_ C l- 1 J I ... . ■ ° 


NATO appeared to launch its biggest air of making a political deal with him. 


raids so far as witnesses reported that an 
estimated I UU planes had taken off from 


Prime Minister Massimo D’Alema of bases in 


Italy, meanwhile, will fly to Albania on 
Easter Sunday to visit refugee camps and 
show his “solidarity” with those suf- 
fering from the war in Kosovo, his office 


d I UU planes had taken off from perhaps aggravate dissi 
Italy on Thursday, itary. Western leaders 1 


With improved flying conditions ex- 
pected for several days, alliance com- international prosecution. showed little interest in Moscow's re- 

manders had promised to hammer Ser- But ignoring Western warnings. Mr. newed efforts to broker a cease-fire in 
bian ground forces in Kosovo and their Milosevic intervened in the affairs of (he conflict and played down the dis- 
supply routes in order to break their Montenegro, dismissing the army com- patch of seven warships from Russia to 
military presence in Kosovo. mander there and replacing him Wed- the Adriatic as a gesture intended to 

But General Clark said that NATO nesday with a close personal ally. Gen- impress Russian domestic opinion and 


In a bid to deter Serbian leaders and 
perhaps aggravate dissidence in the mil- 
itary, Western leaders vowed that those 
who committed war crimes would face 


that the movement was at the brink of 
total mi litary defeat 
Western leaders brushed off a pro- 
posal from President Boris Yeltsin of 
Russia, who called for a meeting of 
foreign ministers of the Group of Seven 
leading industrial countries. They 
showed little interest in Moscow's re- 
newed efforts to broker a cease-fire in 


said Thursday. Aides to Mr. D’Alema supply routes in order to break their 
said he spoke Thursday by telephone with mi litary presence in Kosovo. 

Prime Ministers Lionel Jospin of France But General Clark said that NATO 
and Jose Maria Aznar of Spain to “in- was inhibited in launching air strikes 
vestigate the possibility of u cease-fire." near civilians because the ground spot* 

As the human tide of refugees fleeing (ers who normally guide planes to their 
Kosovo passed the 1 50.UU0 mark, scenes targets in these circumstances were not 
on television evoked harrowing memor- available in Kosovo, where NATO ap- 
ies of World War H. with lengthening patently has been unable to infiltrate its Tanjug. the official Yugos 
columns of women and children trudging own commandos inf this purpose or Jo 
along nameless roads to escape the fight- rely on Kosovo Liberation Army guer- 


yri. 




supply routes in order to break their Montenegro, dismissing the army corn- 
military presence in Kosovo. mander there and replacing him Wed- 

But General Clark said that NATO nesday with a close personal ally, Gen- 
was inhibited in launching air s trikes era I Milorad Obradovic. The small 


Appeal* every Wednesday in The Interim**.. 
To advertise contact 


republic. Serbia’s partner in the 
Yugoslav Federation, has distanced it- 
self from Belgrade al Western urging. 


Mr. Milosevic's action, rei 


sported by 
slav news 


own commandos for this purpose or to 
rely on Kosovo Liberation Army guer- 


agency but not independently _ confirmed, 
could signal an imminent military coup 


prevent the government from being out- 
flanked rhetorically by nationalists. 

The other leading critic of NATO's 
offensive, China, signaled mounting 
alarm Wednesday when officials in 
Beijing indicated that Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji might canoe! bis planned 
visit to the United States next week. 


Sonya Broadhcad 
in our London office. 
Tel.:+44 171 5105725 
Fax:+44I7J 9873462 
or your nearest JHT oltice 
or representative. 
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$ The Nightmare Deepens / Turning Up the Rhetoric 


From NATO, Much Rhetoric and Few Details About the Air Strikes 
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By Brian Knowlton 

Inirnuiiittnul Hrruhl fnhuiu- 

WASHINGTON — Kenneth Bacon, the Pen- 
tagon .spokesman, is us somber, cautious and 
understated in his press briefings as almost any- 
one in Washington. 

His recent briefings on Yugoslavia reflect that 
austere tone. 

With his dead-earnest look and signature bow- 
tie. he shows little emotion, except to stiffly 
bristle if a questioner asks for information that 
Mr. Bacon clearly considers an idiotic breach of 
security: What specific targets NATO planes 
plan to hit next, for example, or even what 
altitude they will fly at. Beyond that, he offers 
few opinions. 

Meanwhile, in Brussels, the briefings at North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization headquarters have 
been quite a different story. 

The alliance's two chief spokesmen on the 
Kosovo conflict, both of them British — Jamie 
Shea, a civilian, and Air Commodore David 
Wilby — have been pleasantly civil, bright- 
laced. affable and collegial in their daily brief- 
ings. 

They occasionally congratulate reporters on 
the quality of their questions. 


But what has startled many who have seen the 
briefings, in person or on television, are levels of 
rhetoric quite unexpected from an organization 
traditionally understated in its lean public pro- 
nouncements. 

At the some lime, hard details on the action in 
Yugoslavia have been few. 

“The rhetoric coming out of NATO has been 
curiously overblown." said Carnes Lord, a vis- 
iting professor of international relations at the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University, in Medford, Massachusetts. *‘I don’t 
— - think it’s done any good." 

NEWS The NATO briefers have 

ANALYSIS d rawn parallels between . the 

“ethnic cleansing" by Serbian 

forces and the. atrocities in Cambodia in the 1970s 
that lefi more than one million people dead. 

They have spoken of “genocide" and com- 
pared President Slobodan Milosevic’s actions to 
those of Hitler, whose war machine and con- 
centration camps killed many millions. 

Despite the enormity of the Serbs’ assaults on 
Kosovar Albanians, analysts say, they appear to 
fail below the truly genocidal levels of killings by 
the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia or by Hiuer’s 
Germany — not to mention the 1994 massacres 
of an estimated half a million people in tribal 


warfare in Rwanda, which V.S. Officials declined 
to describe as a “genocide. 1 ’ 

In addition, some of the news has emerged in 
seemingly incautious fashion. When two MiG- 
29s were shot down by alliance jets over Bosnia, 
officials at first said that the Yugoslav planes 
apparently had intended to attack NATO ground 
forces there. 

Later it was announced that the planes carried 
only air-to-air weaponry. 

This week. Commodore Wilby quoted “re- 
liable sources" as saying that five top Albanian 
Kosovar leaders had been executed by Serbian 
forces. U.S. officials repealed the report. 

But on Wednesday, Reuters quoted both U.S. 
diplomatic sources and Kosovar Albanian 
sources as saying that at least two of the five were 
still alive. 

Some of this may be attributed to heat-of-the- 
moment analyses and an understandable desire in 
time of war to give a favorable spin to dire, and 
sometimes con fits jng. events. 

But C. Kenneth Allard, a senior associate at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
said that by engaging in “overstatement" and 
“overblown rhetoric," the alliance risked jeop- 
ardizing its credibility — in an operation in- 
tended in pan to protect that credibility. 


Others described the NATO rhetoric as un- 
derstandable. 

The alliance has been caught off. guard by 
Serbian ferocity and the dramatic failure of al- 
liance air power to halt atrocities on the ground. 
The alliance has been suiprised to find itself 
facing “a guy who has an unlimited degree of 
seriousness in his prosecution of this war," said 
Mr. Allard, a former army colonel. 

Eliot Cohen, professor of strategic studies at 
the School for Advanced International Studies of 
Johns Hopkins University, said that if some 
NATO rhetoric had a “desperate” tone, it ap- 
peared to “reflect some genuine moral anguish at 
the spectacle of what is, after all, a very small 
counuy. holding NATO at bay and — with a kind 
of brutal smirk — Flaunting its cruelty." 

Dana AHin, an analyst with the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies in London, echoed 
that comment. "Almost everyone is truly taken 
aback by the magnitude of ethnic cleansing," he 
said. “There was a sort of collective failure of 
imagination about how this would play out. Now 
people are really shocked, including in the U.S. 
and British governments and NATO." 

He believes the use of words like “genocide" 
also reflect part of a "conscious decision-making 
process, indicating that they're going to take this 


seriously — and they don’l intend in Jose.’ 

The alliance has had lu defend itself against 
charges that the air attacks might have provoked, 
or magnified, rhe assaults on Kosovar Albanians 
by Serbian forces, analysts said. 

“They fell back on the humanitarian ration- 
al." said Mr. Lord, "because that was ll»e easier 
way" to get public support. 

To some extent, the analysts said, the contrast 
in U.S. and NATO briefings reflects cultural 
differences. The tight control of substantial in- 
formation, Mr. Allard said, represents an "in- 
teresting culture clash — an infinitely more for- 
mal approach to the use of information by the 
British briefers than what Americans are used 
to. 

"It’s very NATO." he said, "it really is. In 
any decision now, you have 1 9 sides, from the I 
governments — you’re getting statements by 
committee." 

In fact, the NATO briefings have not been 
entirely out of sync with what has been said in 
various capitals, particularly London. The British 
defense minister. George Robertson, has spoken 
of “genocide." as has his German counterpart. 
Rudolf Scharping. And President Bill Clinton has 
drawn parallels to' the Nazi atrocities before and 
during World War n. 


Milosevic Is Warned 
Not to Mistreat Captives 

Clinton Says U.S- Takes Care of Its Own 5 


By Brian Knowlton 

liirrnuitiiiiiiil HrraU Trihunc 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton gravely warned Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic on Thurs- 
day that the United States would 
hold him responsible for the safely 
of three U.S. soldiers captured near 
the Macedonia- Yugoslav border. 
He said NATO would pursue its air 
campaign undeterred. 

"President Milosevic should 
make no mistake." Mr. Clinton told 
a group of sailors and airmen and 
fheir families at a naval base in 
Norfolk. Virginia. "The United 
j States takes care of its own." 

"We will hold him and his gov- 
ernment responsible for their safety . 
and their well-being," he said. "We 
will continue to carry out our mis- 
sion with determination and re- 
solve." 

It was among Mr. Clinton's most 
passionate defenses of die NATO 
air assault on Yugoslavia. He ap- 
peared mindful of the impact the 
soldiers' capture might have on pub- 
lic opinion in a country still weigh- 
ing the costs of action in a country it 
knows little about 

As he spoke, standing in a hangar 
before a F/A-18 Hornet fighter jet, 
his words were met with loud ap- 
plause. 

Mr. Clinton forcefully objected to 
any plans by Yugoslav authorities to 
try the three soldiers before a mil- 
itary court 

"There was absolutely no basis 
{ for them to be taken,” Mr. Clinton 
said. "There is no basis for them to 
be held. There is certainly no basis 
for them to be tried." 

During Mr. Clinton’s televised 
speech. CNN split its screen to show 
a nearly unending stream of 
refugees crossing from Kosovo into 
Macedonia. Many refugees have 
brought talcs of violence and ex- 
ecutions at the hands of Serbian 
police and troops. 


The president expressed unbend- 
ing determination to pursue the as- 
sault against Yugoslav targets until 
Mr. Milosevic pulls back his forces 
from the province of Kosovo and 
accepts a framework for peace. 

“We cannot do everything in the 
world." he said, “but we must do 
what we can. We can never forget 
the Holocaust the genocide, the 
carnage of the 20th century. We 
don't want the new century to bring 
us the same nightmares in a different 
guise." 

Mr. Clinton said that Serbian 
forces were “rampaging through 
tiny Kosovo," executing ethnic Al- 
banians “in cold blood," and burn- 
ing houses, "sometimes, we now 
hear, with people inside." 

“If we were to do nothing," he 
said, ‘ ‘eventually our allies and then 
the United States would be drawn 
into a larger conflict, at far greater 
risks to our people and far greater 
costs.” 

He said that while Mr. Milosevic 
had paid lip service Wednesday to 
the need for. a negotiated solution, 
his “forces continued to hunt down 
the very people with whom he was 
supposed to be negotiating. ’ ' 

Mr. Clinton insisted that NATO 
had "tried and tried and tried every 
conceivable peaceful alternative" 
to solve the Kosovo problem. 

But the Yugoslav president, Mr. 
Clinton said, “acts like he wants to 
take Serbia back to the 14th cen- 
tury." 

The three soldiers were shown on 
Serbian television, two of them with 
bruised feces. 

U.S. spokesmen have expressed 
outrage over the soldiers’ detention. 
While declining to classify the three 
as prisoners of war. since the United 
States has said it is not at war with 
Yugoslavia, the State Department 
spokesman. James Rubin, nonethe- 
less said any trial would be “ri- 
diculous' ‘ and “in violation of in- 
ternational law." 


Hackers Failing, NATO Says 


By John Schwartz 

II u.\/inwn Pt‘>l Srrrh e 

WASHINGTON — The digital 
harassment waged by Yugoslav 
hackers against NATO has not com- 
promised" any sensitive computer 
networks, alliance officials said, and 
the NATO web site appeared to be 
*■ operating normally Thursday. 

■ NATO acknowledged Web site 
problems Wednesday and described 
them as more of a nuisance than a real 
threat. "We have been dealing with 
some backers in Belgrade who have 
hacked into our Web site and caused 
line saturation of the server," said 
Jamie Shea, a NATO spokesman. 

That means that rogue computer 
users are sending a lot of messages 
and computer commands into 
NATO’s computers, said Carlo 


Tomad, a NATO network specialist 
in Brussels. 

At no time, however, have sen- 
sitive computer networks been 
entered, and no files or programs 
have been corrupted. Mr. Tomad 
said. "It’s not hacking at all.” 

Yugoslav hackers have also sent 
at least a dozen computer viruses 
into NATO’s networks, he said. 

But the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization's virus protection soft- 
ware caught the programs before 
they became a problem, and the sys- 
tem has not been compromised. Mr. 
Tomad said. NATO computer net- 
work specialists have been able to 
filter out messages from the offend- 
ing computers and clean the viruses 
out of the network. "It’s not dan- 
gerous." he said. “But it’s really 
inconvenient." 
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Mr. Clinton conferring Thursday with Admiral Harold Gehman, Atlantic Fleet commander, right; 
General Hugh Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 1 , center, and Defense Secretary Cohen. 

History Haunts Israelis’ Reaction 

Lukewarm Support for Allies Outrages Some Who Remember War 


By Lee Hockstader 

Wusliinnh ’ll I'oM Srrvur 

JERUSALEM — When the West employs the term 
“genocide” and compares President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic of Yugoslavia with Adolf Hitler, many Israelis 
pay close attention. 

As victims, or relatives of victims, of the 20th 
century's deadliest genocide, Jews here feel a special 
moral resonance in atrocities committed against ethnic 
minorities in Europe. 

But the current crisis in Kosovo is regarded with 
some ambivalence in Israel, despite the scale of the 
bloodshed. While the suffering and persecution of the 
ethnic Albanians is universally condemned, some Is- 
raelis are nevertheless deeply uneasy with the West’s 
bombing campaign against the Serbs. 

Many Israelis regard the latest Balkan upheaval and 
its main protagonists Through a prism colored by his- 
torical memory of Serbian and Albanian behavior dur- 
ing World War D. political anxiety about current threats 
to Israel and cultural prejudice. 

For its part, the Israeli government at first balked at 
criticizing the Serbs directly and has refused to ex- 
plicitly support NATO air strikes. Only after several 
days of sustained criticism in the Israeli press did Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Tuesday condemn 
massacres by “the Serbs or any other group,” both 
“from the point of view of our history and our moral 
sense.” 

Israel has so far decided to send just SI 00.000 worth 
of medicine, tents and clothing to the Kosovar Albanian 
refugees in Albania, a pittance compared with the 
West's donations, or Taiwan's, even in per-capita 
terms. 

When Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon was asked 
whether he supported the NATO bombing, he replied, 
“We were not asked.” adding, “It is not our -job to 
comment on this.” Other cabinet ministers agreed. 

This lukewarm official stance has enraged many 
Israelis who believe that Jews have a unique historical 
and mo’ral obligation to speak out for persecuted minor- 
ities who face massacres and possible genocide. 


For these Israelis, the exhortation “never again” 
applies broadly, not only to the specter of another 
Holocaust against Jews but also to genocidal wars 
elsewhere, particularly in Europe. 

But there is another group for whom “never again” 
has a more limited application, principally to Jews. It 
further complicates matters that the victims in Kosovo 
are Muslims, who Mr. Sharon said were in league with 
the pro-Iranian Hezbollah, which is fighting the Israeli 
Army in southern Lebanon. 

For some on the political right, the main historical 
imperative is “Jewish survival at a II costs.” said Efraim 
Zuroff, Israel director of the Los Angeles-based Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. “Their lesson from the Holocaust 
'is. ’If the Kosovo Albanian victims are our enemies or 
people sympathetic to our enemies, and the perpetrators 
are our friends, then we have to be more careful.’ ” 

History-minded Israelis know that the Serbs, along- 
side other Yugoslav partisans under their wartime lead- 
er Tito — who became the country’s postwar Com- 
munist president — stood up against the Nazis and 
eventually beat them back, at great cost in blood. 
Instances of Serbian anti-Semitism, or collaboration 
with the Nazis in the extermination of Serbia’s Jews, 
were rare. 

The Kosovar Albanians, by contrast, joined a Ger- 
man SS division toward the end of the war. 

But to some Israelis, the plight of the Kosovar 
Albanians bears enough resemblance to that of the 
Palestinians, or Israel’s own million-strong Arab 
minority, to be unsettling. 

Like Israeli Arabs, the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo 
are a Muslim minority in a sovereign state. Like the 
Palestinians, they aspire to create an independent slate 
on land they regard as their birthright. What if some 
future Israeli government refuses to sign a peace accord 
with the Palestinians, as Mr. Milosevic’s Serbia refused 
to sign one with the Kosovar Albanians? 

But despite such views, the persecution in Kosovo 
has struck a chord. Many Israelis hear in the Albanians' 
plight distinct echoes of the Holocaust They note that 
NATO's response is exactly what Jews wanted, and 
were refused, by the Allies in World War II. 


Tanks and Mortars 
Herding Refugees 

‘Paramilitaries Burning the Houses' 


By John Kifner 

iVfM' Yttrk Times Servuv 

KUKES, Albania — Ser- 
bian forces are now shelling 
villages, towns and cities 
across a wide swath of 
Kosovo. according to 
refugees arriving here. The 
shelling has driven more than 
10,000 ethnic Albanians from 
their homes, according to fig- 
ures from the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. 

Bombardment from tanks 
and mortars began in some 
areas around 9 P.M. on Tues- 
day and continued Wednes- 
day, refugees said. Villages 
and towns were reported in 
flames in an arc surrounding 
the cities of Prizren and 
Djakovica. 

Other refugees said they 
were from Pristina, the 
Kosovo capital, the first large 
group to arrive in Albania 
from that city. They reported 
that Pristina was in flames, 
with widespread death and 
destruction. 

It has not been possible to 
confirm the refugees’ ac- 
counts, but Air Commodore 
David Wilby, a NATO 
spokesman, said in Brussels 
that a “large number" of 
refugees and some separatist 
rebel troops were trapped in 
the Pagarusa Valley, about 50 
kilometers (30 miles) south- 
west of Pristina, where three 
brigades of Yugoslav and 
Serb forces were "raining ar- 
tillery fire" on them. 

There was a stark differ- 
ence in the appearance of the 
refugees who arrived in 
Kukes on Wednesday from 
those who crossed the border 
Tuesday in response, they 
said, to Serbs' orders to leave 
or be killed. 

On Tuesday, the refugees 
seemed stunned, their faces 
frozen. - On Wednesday, their 
feces were contorted, many 
weeping or on the verge of 
tears. 

“When we were driving 
down the street, all the shops 
and houses were burning on 
both sides around us, ’ ’ said an 
elderly man aboard one of 
three city buses packed with 
frightened people that arrived 
Wednesday afternoon from 
Djakovica. 

“The bombardment has 
been going on since yester- 
day.” Gjergj Mertur, 33. said 
from the door of the first bus 
from Djakovica. "There are 
hundreds of dead people. The 
police and the paramilitaries 
are burning the houses.” 

An elderly man driving a 
tractor pulling a cart full of 


refugees said that in- Prizren, 
“they attacked at 9 o’clock in 
the evening — boom, boom 
— they fired with many types 
of guns." 

At the wheel of the nest 
tractor. Zenel Kudushi said: 
“All the villages surrounding 
Prizren are burned down. On 
this tractor are people from 10 
different villages." 

Refugees from Prizren and 
Djakovica said that in both 
cities, Serbian forces had 
moved from military-style 
encampments and taken shel- 
ter in factory buildings to 
avoid becoming targets of the 
air strikes by the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization. 
There have been similar re- 
ports from other areas of the 
Serbs dispersing their men 
and equipment for cover in 
civilian areas. 

By 9 P.M. on Wednesday. 
10,000 people had passed the 
border crossing at Morini. ac- 
cording lu figures- compiled 
by the Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe, joining .S4.600 • >J Iters 
who have arrived since the 
crossing was opened Satur- 
day after being sealed for 1 1 
months. 

Ahout 3.000 others have 
managed to get over the har- 
der in the rugged mountains 
northwest of here and are be- 
ing assembled in Krtima. Al- 
bania. 

Earlier, as rain began to 
fell, Albanian officials insti- 
tuted a new and cumbersome 
system of registering all 
refugees, who have been 
routinely and methodical^ 
stripped of passports and all 
other identity documents by- 
Serbs at the border. Albanian 
officials processed only 200 
people in the space of an 
hour. 

A long line of refugees, 
many of them on foot, was left 
stretching back across the 
border into Serbian territory. 
Some refugees estimated the 
length of the line at about 15 
kilometers. 

Serbian officials asked the 
Albanians to please hurrv 
UP- 

But earlier in the day it was 
the Serbs who delayed the 
flow. It has become the cus- 
tom of the Serbian border 
guards, after a morning of 
robbing refugees and unbolt- 
ing their license plates, to 
close the border at midday 
while they enjoy a long lunch, 
coming back to work ar 2 
P.M. 

Many of the refugees said 
they had been walking for 
three days without food or 
water. 


Kosovo Is a New Kind of Crisis for the West , and Perhaps a Prototype 


By R.W. Apple Jr. 

iV,n Y,<rl TiiHrt Srnii r 

BUDAPEST — Kosovo could be a 
template for the century to come. 

The crisis there, which has produced 
a stem test for NATO and a catastrophe 
for the ethnic Albanians who farm the 
province’s overwhelm- — — 

ing majority, bear* little NEWS 

resemblance to the ANALYSIS 

Cold War that shaped 

the last half of this century. It is not 
about ideology. It does.not directly in- 
volve the vital political or economic 
interests of the great powers. It carries 
with it no threat of nuclear annihil- 

aU y" | it presents precisely the kind of 
problem that the Western democracies, 
for all their wealth and military might, 
find n most difficult to cope with. And it 
is likely to be repotted elsewhere. 

Unlike World War II, or even the wars 
in Korea or Vietnam, crises like this take 
place in a twilight zone, full of uncer- 


tainty, where rules are formulated (and 
broken) as the participants choose. It is 
hard to measure who is winning, some- 
times harder to know who has won. 

One catalyst for the Kosovo “war." 
if that is the correct term, is the mount- 
ing belief in much of Europe and North 
America that human rights mutter more 
than national sovereignty — that no 
leaders, whether democratically chosen 
or self-appointed, have the “right to 
slaughter their citizens. Another cata- 
lyst is modem television. 

NATO’s bombing in Kosovo, a clear 
sign that the West puts a higher priority 
on human rights than on sovereignty, 
began a week ago. 

On that same day. England's highest 
court ruled that’ General Augusto 
Pinochet, the former Chilean president, 
could be extradited to Spain on churges 
of crimes against humanity, even 
though under Chilean law he is exempt 
from prosecution for the offenses al- 
leged. which occurred in his own coun- 
try. 


Both events dramatized the weak- 
ening of sovereignty, a development 
that disturbs both China and Russia. 

If slaughter and television come to- 
gether. as they did in Kosovo, “right- 
minded" people in Europe and Amer- 
ica demand that their own governments 
do something about it. (If television is 
absent, as it largely was from the gen- 
ocide in Rwanda, the demand is much 
less insistent however great the loss of 
innocent life may prove to be.) 

The United Nutioas is often in no 
position to act. 

Such is the case this time, with Mos- 
cow and Bei jing ready to cast vetoes in 
the Security Council. 

So the burden tails upon the Wesrem 
democracies, which usually means the 
United Slates, acting in concert with the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, as 
in Kosovo, through an ad hoc alliance, as 
in the Gulf War. or sometimes alone. 

But the new ardor for human rights, 
even when fanned by violence and 
misery on the television screen, stops ■ 


well short of heedless < passion. Few 
American or French or Belgian families 
are willing to risk the lives of large 
numbers of their sons and daughters in 
ground combat. 

Because of the Vietnam quagmire, 
which still registers powerfully on the 
American political consciousness, the 
reluctance to commit ground troops is 
especially marked in (he United States, 
particularly when the underlying stra- 
tegic gqals are ill-defined. 

The answer to this paradox, so far at 
least, is air power; bombs and cruise 
missiles, launched from us fur awuy and 
as high an altitude as possible to min- 
imize the chances of u pilot's being 
captured. 

For television can cut two ways: pic- 
tures of human calamity can arouse the 
Western world to act. but pictures of 
Western soldiers or airmen dying or 
suffering humiliation, as in Somalia, 
can quickly discourage action. 

By itself, air power may not prove 
adequate. In the case of Kosovo, it has 


given the Serbs time to intensify their 
campaign againsr rhe ethnic Albanians. 
Like the air strikes against President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq, these may 
have caused a stiffening rather than a 
weakening of resolve. 

And even if the bombs eventually 
cripple the military forces of President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Yugoslavia, it 
may be too 1 are; mosr of the “ethnic 
cleansing" may already have been 
completed. 

One possibility for additional action 
is sending arms to the Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army. Another is to try to fo- 
ment a military coup against Mr. Mi- 
losevic. Still another is to begin laying a 
political predicare for sending in NATO 
ground troops. Clearly, some of the 
allies would resist such a move, and 
President Bill Clinton has said he has no 
intention of committing Americans in 
an offensive role. 

The prospect of a diplomatic deal 
remains dim as long as NATO insists, as 
it did after the attempted Russian me- 


diation this week, that its troops be 
allowed ro monitor any peace in 
Kosovo — an idea that profoundly of- 
fends the Serbs. 

More likely is an indecisive, linger- 
ing conflict, not unlike the one in Iraq 
with the dictator still in power and the 
West repeatedly frustrated. 

“Make no mistake." said a Balkan 
diplomar who knows Mr. Milosevic and 
talks with him often. "The man pa vs 
attention, and he has watched Saddam 
Hussein gain strength us the bombs 
have fallen." 

The two situations arc different, of 
course. Mr. Saddam is not current |\ 
engaged in ethnic cleansing, for on** 
thing. 

But Kosovo and Iraq closelv re- 
semble each other in one crucial re- 
neither problem seems suscept- 
ible to a short, sharp solution. 

Ware like the one in the Falkland 
Islands, where victor and vanquished 
emerged quickly in |ux2, look \ ikt . ., 
thing of the past. 
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Ulster Talks Adjourn, 
But Blair Stays Upbeat 

As Deadline for Accord Passes, Leaders See 
Chance to Get Framework for Disarmament 


By Warren Hoge 

Nch Yuri Timra Sen'rce . 

HILLSBOROUGH. Nonhem Ireland 
— Talks lo resolve the last issues block- 
ing the formal startup of the Northern 
Ireland peace plan adjourned inconclus- 
ively Thursday, but Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of Britain said he thought 
they had established a “satisfactory 
basis” for a final settlement. 

In a studiously upbeat assessment of 
the outcome, Mr. Blair said that the 
parties would gather again in 12 days 
after whai he called “a short pause for 
reflection to make sure we Finalize 
things properly.” 

Mr. Biair and his Irish counterpart. 
Bertie Ahem, said that while the con- 
tinuous round-the-clock talks had missed 
their deadline, they h3d produced a 
framework for clearing the main obstacle, 
the dispute over whether the Irish Re- 
publican Army must start taking its 
weapons out of commission as a con- 
dition for the members of its political 
wing, Sinn Fein, to take their seats in a 
new Northern Ireland Assembly cabinet 

The showdown over arms decommis- 
sioning had provoked gloomy predic- 
tions this week that the whole painstak- 
ing peace process, which has passed 
through many moments of menacing 
crises, might not survive this one. 

A new declaration chat emerged from 
Thursday’s talks sought to meet the Ul- 
ster Unionist Party's demand for prior 
IRA disarmament with Sinn Fein's in- 
sistence that there can be no such con- 
dition. It said simply that “while there is 
no precondition to decommission, there is 
an obligation to decommission.” 

In statements outside Hillsborough 
Castle, the lSth-cennuy mansion house 
in this County Down village that is the 
official residence of Britain's secretary 
for Northern Ireland, the two prime min- 
isters tried to put a hopeful cast on what 
was a disappointing end to talks to meet a 
deadline Friday. 

It was on Good Friday a year ago that 
the parties agreed to the peace settlement 
aimed at ending sectarian violence that 
has cost more than 3,200 lives in the past 
three decades and continually convulsed 
this British province throughout the cen- 
tury. 

That carefully calibrated accord set up 
a number of new government bodies 
aimed at balancing the largely Protestant 
desire to keep Northern Ireland British 
with the widespread Roman Catholic 
wish to see it move closer to the Irish 
Republic. 

Central to that agreement was the cre- 
ation of a new Northern Ireland As- 
sembly, which would exercise home-rule 
powers now in the British Parliament in 
London. That historic shift of authority, 
scheduled to occur Thursday, would 
have triggered the establishment of a Io- 
nian executive, two of whose seals be- 
long to Sinn Fein because of the count in 
the legislative elections in June. 

Under the formula laid out in Thurs- 
day's declaration, guerrilla groups will 
have a month after the nomination of 
new cabinet members to start handing in 
guns “on a voluntary basis." This will 
be done in a cross-community ceremony 
described in the declaration as a “col- 
lective act of reconciliation.'' The mo- 
ment would include memorial gestures 
honoring people from both of Northern 
Ireland’s communities who have lost 
their lives in sectarian violence. 

An existing international panel, 
headed by retired General John de 
Chastelain of Canada, would verify 
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KIEV — The worst mass murderer in Ukraine's modem 
history was sentenced to death Thursday for slaughtering 52 
men, women and children in a ruthless rampage that shook 
this former Soviet republic. 

The death sentence against Anatoli Onoprienko, a 39- 
year-old former sailor, was the culmination of a court case 
that started in November. It took a judge nearly two days to 
complete the reading of the verdict describing Mr. Ono- 
prienko’s crimes, while the accused, wearing his trademark 
running shoes and an oversized jacket, waited impassively 
in an iron cage. 

Mr. Onoprienko's accomplice in nine of the murders, 36- 
year-old Serhi Rogozin, was sentenced to 13 years in prison. 
It re mains unclear whether Mr. Onoprienko will actually be 
executed because Ukraine has imposed a moratorium on 
capital punishment and pledged to eventually ban it [AP) 

Athens Party Office Rocketed 

ATHENS — A rocket was launched against the Socialist 
Party headquarters in central Athens early Thursday but 
fallal to explode, the police said. 

They said the attack bore the hallmarks of November 17. 
a leftist urban guenilla group. 

The anti-tank rocket was launched from a parking lot 
behind the party’s offices, and found on a balcony. The 
remains of a rocket launcher attached to two timing devices 
were found in the parking lot. 

November 17, which has killed 22 people since emerging 
in 1975, condemned the Socialist government's handling of 
the Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan in a message sent 
to a Greek newspaper in March. t Reuters/ 


VENICE — Ten people, including Mayor Massimo 
Cacciari, will go on trial May 3 1 for their roles in a January 
1996 blaze that destroyed Venice's La Fenice opera house, 
judicial sources said Thursday. 

Two electricians who were working on the historic opera 
house shortly before the fire broke out are also among those 
who face charges that include negligence and arson, said the 
prosecutor. Felice Casson. Mr. Cacciari was named in his 
role as chairman of the board of the opera house. {AFP) 

Dolly Gives Birth to 3 Lambs 

LONDON — Dolly the sheep, the world’s first animal 
cloned from an adult cell, has given birth to three lambs, the 
Roslin Institute where she was cloned announced Thursday. 

Doily had a iamb a year ago, named Bonnie and fathered 
by a Welsh mountain ram named David, said the laboratory 
in Edinburgh, adding that David also sired the three latest 
arrivals. “We are delighted the birth of Bonnie confirmed 
that despite Dolly’s unusual origins, she is able to breed 
normally.” a statement said. (AFP) 

Bust of Picasso Muse Stolen 

PARIS — A bust of Dora Maar. Pablo Picasso’s muse in 
the late 1950s.and early '40s. was srolen overnight Tuesday, 
the police said Thursday. Jean-Pierre Camard, an art expert, 
said the bust, displayed at the entrance of the Saint-Ger- 
main-des-Pres square on the Left Bank, is valued at about I 
million francs ($166,0001. Miss Maax, whose real name was 
Theodora Markov] tch. was the inspiration and mistress of 
Picasso from 1936 to 1943. She died in 1997. (AFP) 


Russian Dispatch of Ships 
Refects a Deep Anxiety 

Raids on Serbs Stir Old Snspiewns of the West 




compliance, and only then would nom- 
inations to the cabinet be approved by 
the assembly. 

Mr. Blair said he expected people to 
object to the new arrangement 

“You’ve heard them rattling the 
gates,” he said, referring to militant 
Protestant demonstrators who have been 
loudly protesting the talks through die 
night at the entrance to Hillsborough 
CastJe. “Those are the people who have 
never had anything useful to say about 
the future of Northern Ireland. They are 
the people of Northern Ireland's past” 

The concern about decommissioning 
has long been a defining issue in the 
effort to negotiate a peace in Northern 
Ireland. One of the earliest challenges of 
George Mitchell, the former U.S. sen- 
ator who chaired the talks that produced 
last year's settlement, was to get around 
an initial demand from tfaen-Prime Min- 
ister John Major that there be disarm- 
ament before any talks. 

He recalls in his book “Making 
Peace,” published in the United States 
this week, that even the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary chief at the time told him 
that Sinn Fein did not have the power to 
obtain an agreement to disarm from its 
guerrilla force. 

The talks only went forward when Mr. 

Mitchell put into place the strategy of 
“parallel decommissioning.” making 
disarmament a matter for negotiations, 
not a precondition for them. While the 
lactic succeeded in removing the highly 
volatile issue of arms as an obstacle to an 
agreement, it did aot succeed in keeping 
it from returning, as it has now, as die 
central focus of the waning parties. 

The continued presence of arms, even 

if they continue to go unused in the 

cease-fire that is now in its 21st month, . .... «... . . ,_ 

breeds the mistrust that had long kept the Prune Ministers Tony Blair, right, and Berti Ahern announcing Thurs- 
pro voice’s two communities at odds. day a 12-day adjournment in the Ulster talks at Hillsborough Castle. 
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Ukrainia Mass Killer Gets Death Trial for 1 0 in Venice Opera Fire 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Pm Senice 

MOSCOW — Igor Ivanov, the Rus- 
sian foreign minister, was asked in the 
lower house of Parliament last weekend 
whether Russia should send a few war- 
ships to the Mediterranean as a show of 
force against the NATO air attacks on 
Yugoslavia. . . ... 

Mr. Ivanov quicjdy rejected the idea. 
“Just sending ships from Murmansk to 
Greece is not going to stop the aggres- 
sion,” he said. . 

But four days later. Defense Minister 
Igor Seigeyev announced that Russia 
was indeed sending a warship to the 
Mediterranean as a show of force, and 
was preparing to send up to six more. 
“We must ensure the security of Rus- 
sia ,” he declared. 

The abrupt turnabout speaks vol umes 
about the whirlwind of anti-Western 
feeling that the NATO attacks on 
Yugoslavia have stirred in Russia over 
the last week. 

For Russia, the air strikes have been a 
moment of truth, revealing a vein of 
uneasiness and suspicion about die 
West, and especially the United States, 
which is stronger than at any tiine since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
according to analysts here. 

The doubts are the cumulative result 
of different factors and perceived be- 
trayals, from the promises that an ex- 
panded NATO would be purely defen- 
sive, to the U.S. decision to move ahead 
on an anti-b allis tic missile system, to the 
Russian economic meltdown last Au- 
gust, which discredited liberal Western 
economic ideas here. 

“It’s a full blown crisis, the first teal 
crisis since the end of the Cold War/’ in 
Russian -U.S. relations, said Sergei Ro- 
gov, director of the Institute for the 
Study of the U.S. and Canada. ‘ ‘It covers 
economic relations, foreign credits, 
debts, sanctions, aims control, START- 
2, the ABM treaty and, I am afraid, a few 
others. It’s a bad crisis which could have 
very long-term implications for Rus- 
s ion- American relations, producing 
something between disengagement, 
cold peace, and mdybe even something 
more serious.” 

In recent days. Pres ident Boris Y eltsin 
and Prime Minister Yevgeni Primakov 
have been buffeted by this tide of anti- 
American sentiment They have re- 
sponded with furious ihetoric, ami se- 
lective withdrawal from military agree- 
ments, while also holding back against 
far more serious measures demanded by 
nationalists and Communists in Parlia- 
ment 

The rhetoric has been white-hot with 
Russians accusing the United Stales and. 
NATO of ‘ ‘genocide” in Yugoslavia, of 
supporting Albanian separatists with 
“narco money,” of seeking world 
diktat , and of using the Balkans as a 
proving ground for new, high-technol- 
ogy weapons. 

By contrast, the Russian actions have 
been more restrained. Russia has can- 
celed meetings with Western’ military 
experts, ousted NATO military attaches, 
rejected plans for sharing early warning 
missile launch data with the United 
States, and shelved, once, again, par- 
liamentary ratification of the strategic 
arms treaty. Russia has so far not an- 
nounced plans to break the United Na- 
tions aims embargo and ship weapons to 
Yugoslavia, nor has there been a major 
disruption of U.S.-Russian cooperation 
on nuclear and chemical arms disman- 
tlement But some analysts worry that 
the sentiments are running so strong that 
the anti-Western reactions could spin 
out of coutroL 


“I’m afraid that now it is serious, we 
see some sort of consensus « so«eiy 
which we haven 't seen smcel^l, smd 
Alexander Pikayev, a nonprohferation 
specialist at the Carnegie Endow^m 
Iot International Peace Center here. 
“Then it was a broad anti-Commumst 
consensus. Now, unfortunately we face 
a strong anti-NATO consensus, which 

could havea very dramatic impact on the 

overall U.S.-Russian relationship. 

“In August, we saw the collapse of 
Yeltsin’s market reform policy, and m 
March we saw the collapse of Yeltsin s 
foreign and security policy, he said. 

Analysts have long predicted that eco- 
nomic hardship and humiliation could 
trigger a sharp regression, away from 
market democracy in Russia. 

But until recently, the economic woes 
of post-Soviet Russia seemed to create a 

benign isolationism. 

Russians were too preoccupied with 
survival at home to express outrage 
about their weakening influence 
abroad. 

But the Yugoslav crisis is proving that 
the anti-American sentiment is enor- 
mous, Mr. Rogov said. 

“This is very bad,” be said. “It is 
something that can be used against eco- 
nomic reform.” 

Decline of Economy 
In Russia May Help 
On Global Warming 

By John H. Cushman Jr. 

New York Times Sen'ice 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States and other industrial countries may 
find it easier and cheaper than they had 
expected to comply with a proposed 
treaty to combat global warming, ac- 
cording to the government’s energy 
forecasting agency. 

This would be due largely, it said in a 
report Wednesday, to a reduction of fuel 
consumption in Russia and neighboring 
countries since the fall of the Communist 
governments. ' • 

The agreement on global warming 
allows international trading of pollution 
credits as a way to control emission 1 ? of 
heat-trapping greenhouse gases, such as - 
those that come from homing fossil 
fuels. 

Therefore, more of the cuts may come 
from the former Soviet Union and less 
from the United States, the Energy In- 
formation Administration said in its an- 
nual long-range forecast 

That would mean that die United 
States, the world’s leading source of 
greenhouse gases, could meet die 
treaty's targets without completely re- 
versing its recent increases in emissions, 
which have grown along with energy use 
as the domestic economy boomed. 

But there would still be a need for 
substantial reductions in emissions. 

The agreement, negotiated in Kyoto : 
in 1997 and signed last year by the 
Clinton administration, has not been rat- 
ified by the Senate, where it faces sig- 
nificant opposition from lawmakers who 
say it would be too costly and would 
cause disruptive cuts in energy use. . 

The Kyoto Protocol, calls for the 
United Stales to cut its emissions of 
greenhouse gases within 10 to 15 years 
to a level 7 percent below 1990. 

Emissions in 1997 were 10 percent 
above the 1990 level, and die energy 
agency has forecast by 2010 they will be 
33 percent above the 1 990 level. 
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78- Year-Old Convicted in Britain for War Crimes S 


/ f/u dmgrtokrtwnMJonU, 7, 8, 9, Juki. Paris. Franca 

eco-strategi^^^Mipe^^^'^^ 


The new competitiveness 
will be environmental 


ECO 99. the international 
conference on integrating 
environmental strategies 
into industrial practices: 
iune 7 - June g lggg, at 
La Matson de la Chimie, 
28 bis rue Saint 
Dominique, 75007 Paris, 
France. 

Simultaneous translation 
in English, French, and 
Japanese. 


THEMES: 

The creation of value 
within a competitive 
context: 
eco-effidency. 

The changing relations 
between industry and 
government on 
environmental questions. 

The financial issues 
affecting the industry/ 
environment interface. 

SPEAKERS: 

More than sixty top 
industrial, financial and 
political decision-makers 
from 22 countries. 


SPONSORS: 

• ELF 

•ADEME 

• BUSINESS 

AND ENVIRONMENT, 
CUTTER INFORMATION 
CORPORATION 

■ DUPONT 

• EC0BILAN 

• .EUROPEAN 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 

• GAZ DE FRANCE 

• GT STRATEGIES + 
SOLUTIONS 

• INTERNATIONAL PAPER 

• TA1HEIY0 CEMENT 
CORPORATION 

• XEROX 


THS WORLDS DAJIV NEWSMMl 


Details and registration information, contact 
ACE Penny Alien and Christophe Bonazzi 

T: 33 ( 0 ) 1 55 69 6a 59 - F: 33 ( 0 ) 1 45 43 u 87 - Web site: http^/www.eco 99 J» < g 


By Sarah Lyall 

1V111 iiiriTimri Svrtcc 

LONDON — For more than 50 
years. Anthony Sauoniuk lived a 
quiet, near- anonymous existence in 
Britain, settling in south London and 
earning a modest living as a railroad 
cleaner and ticket collector. But he 
was a man harboring dark secrets 
from the distant pasL and on Thursday 
they finally caught up with him. 

After an emotionally fraught tridl at 
the Old Bailey, the 78-year-old Mr. 
Sawoniuk. who suffers from diabetes, 
walks with a heavy limp, and is so 
deaf that the judge in the case had to 
shout to make himself heard, was 
convicted of two counts of murder in 
connection with the 1942 killings of 
1 8 Jews in Domachevo. a former Pol- 
ish town that is now part of Belarus. 

He was sentenced twice to life in 
prison, once for each count. Mr. 
Sa woniuk, whose name had long been 
on a KGB list of possible war crim- 
inals who had escaped to Britain, was 
the first person in Britain to be tried 
under the country's 1991 War Crimes 
Act, and may well be the last. 

The case against another defen- 
dant, 86-vear-old Szymon Serufino- 
wicz. w as thrown out several years 
ago when it became clear he was 
suffering from Alzheimer's disease: 
other suspected war criminals have 
either died before the cases could pro- 
ceed against them, or have not been 
tried at ail because of infirmity. 

In Mr. Sawoniuk's case, the 
charges stemmed from several inci- 
dents in the sleepy spa town of 
Domachevo in 1 942. a year or so after 
the Nazis came in and herded the 
entire Jewish population into u make- 
shift ghetto. 

Mr. Sawoniuk. a Domachevo na- 
tive and only 20 at the time, was 
appointed police chief and charged 
with enforcing the new’ laws against 
Jews he had played with and gone to 


school with. On Yom Kippur in 
September 1942, in one of the worst 
one-dav massacres of the war, some 
2,900 Jews were rounded up and ex- 
ecuted. 

Mr. Sawoniuk was not accused of 
participating in the massacre, but 
rather of taking part in a “search and 
kill” operation to hunt down survi- 
vors. There had originally been more 
than 4.000 Jews in Domachevo; by 
the time the Nazis were done, wit- 
nesses said, there were just 12 left 

The 1 1 -person jury heard a number 
of elderly witnesses testify to the hor- 
rifying acts committed by the Nazis in 
general and by Mr. Sawoniuk in par- 
ticular. Their testimony proved all the 
more compelling because, in a small 
community of about 5.000 people, 
most of them Jews, they had known 
the defendant personally and called 
him by his nickname, Andrus ha. 

One witness. Aleksandr Beglay, 
69, said that he was 13 when Mr. 
Sawoniuk herded him and a friend 
toward two Jewish men and a Jewish 
woman who were being guarded by 
the police near a pit in the ground. 

“They were emaciated and had 
yellow patches on the back and front 
of their clothes,” Mr. Beglay told the 1 
court, speaking through an interpret- 
er. ' ! 

Mr. Sawoniuk ordered lhem to 
strip, and when the woman refused to | 
remove her underpants, he threatened 
to beat her with his truncheon, Mr. 
Beglay said. When she was naked, she 
was shot -along with the others. 

“Andrusha was standing behind 
each one." the witness said. “They 
fell into the pit one after another, and 
he levered them into the pit by raising 
his knees.” 

Another witness, 75-year-okI 
Fedor Zan, who had the seal behind 
Mr. Sawoniuk’s in school, said that he 
had seen the defendant shoot and kill 
15 Jewish women in a forest, after 
forcing them to take their clothes off. 


“He mowed them down with a ma- 
chine gun,” Mr. Zan said. 

Testifying on his own behalf, Mr. 
Sawoniuk denied all the charges, test- 
ified that the Jews had not been so 
much as mistreated, and said the past 
was too murky for him to remember it 
properly. 

“I am not a monster," he said, 
adding at one point that he couldn’t 
recall whether, for example, the Jews 
had been forced to wear yellow 
patches on their clothes. “I can’t re- 
member,” he said. “It was 57 years 
ago. I lost my memory a long time 
ago.” 

But, he said, he never killed any- 
one. “I never hate Jews,’’ he told die 
court, in heavily-accented English. 
“They were my best friends. I was 
bom next door to them. I grew up with 
them. I went to school with them, 
They accuse me. They lie. ” 

Mr. Sawoniuk, who arrived in 
Scotland as a refugee in 1946, claim- 
ing to have spent die war fighting 
against the Nazis, managed for most 


of his life to keep his past a secret, not 
even telling two of his wives what be - 
had done. 

Mr. Sawoniuk’s lawyer, Martinet 
Lee, said that his client was likely to - 
appeal the conviction, adding that 
“retroactive criminal prosecution” 
was bad law. “Millions have been, 
wasted by the government on pro- 
secuting a nobody from south Lon- 
don, when hundreds of relatives of the 
survivors of the first and second world 
wars are desperate for recompense,” 
he told the Press Association here. 

But Jewish groups and groups who 
support war crimes legislation praised 
the verdict as a victory for humanity. ■ 
“Mere passage of time does not make 
a guilty person less guilty,” Rabbi 
Jonathan Romain, chair man of the 
Jewish Information and Media Ser- 
vice, said. 

“It is not pleasant to have to take an 
elderly man to court, but it is even less 
pleasant to think of the murders of «£ 
which he is accused going unpun- 
ished.” 
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Indonesians 
Say 11 Died 
In Religious 
Clash on Isle 


Hi llh 1 1 

JAKARTA — A( least I I pci tple were 
vlliil dead or lucked to ilcalh in l ight ins* 
between Christians and Muslims on 
Thursday in Indonesia's eastern Kai is- 
lands in the Moluccas, raising the death 
loll to 13 in tun days, witnesses said. 

Witnesses on the islands. .OKI ki- 
lometers (2.000 miles) east of Jakarta, 
said some of the victims were shot by the 
police and soldiers trying In stop fighting 
between Christian and Muslim villagers 
over a plot of disputed land. Other vic- 
tims were hacked to death, they said. 

Tlic police on ihc island of Ambon said 
no one was killed, but added they were 
still awaiting a report front the area. 

Witnesses said two people were killed 
in fighting between the villagers Wed- 
nesday. The police said no one had died 
in lhai clash. 

More than 200 people have been 
killed in fighting this year between 
Christians and Muslims, mostly on Am- 
bon. 

In Mndiun. East Java, about 3.000 
supporters of a presidential candidate. 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, rioted, wreck- 
ing scores of shops and houses, during a 
protest over the arrest of three col- 
leagues. Tile police in Madiun. 560 ki- 
lometers east of Jakarta, fired warning 
shots to disperse a crowd, which was 
blocking a main street. 

Violence has racked the Indonesian 
archipelago for the past year as religious, 
social and racial tensions boiled over 
amid the country's worst economic and 
political crisis in three decades. 



( ieneral YV iron to, leader of the armed forces, at a ceremony Thursday marking the police split from the military. 


Unrest is expected to increase as the 
country heads In a parliamentary elec- 
tion June 7. 

■ Vote U Crucial, Carter Says 

A former II .S. president, Jimmy 
Carter, said Thursday that the June 7 
election was probably the world's most 
important one this year and could be a 
major factor in Indonesia's economic 
reform program. 

Mr. Carter said: “An unsuccessful 
election would be a devastating blow to 
the economic prosperity of this country. 
If the election is successful this will be 


major factor in foreign investment com- 
ing back in to Indonesia.” He described 
the vote as “an election process that 
perhaps is the most important in the world 
during this year." But he conceded the 
poll would not be totally smooth. 

“You can expect some problems,” 
Mr. Carter added. “There will certainly 
be some confusion.” 

Mr. Carter, who said he would be an 
election observer, was visiting Indonesia 
to check the situation in the run-up to the 
vote, which will be the country's first 
truly democratic one in more than 40 
years. He said Indonesia's leaders 


Verdict on Malaysian Ex-Minister Is Set for April 14 
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Gurbachan Singh, right, :t defense lawyer, with a journalist Thursday. 


i Re men 

KUALA LUMPUR. — The trial of 
former Finance Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
ended Thursday after Five months of 
legal battle, and Judge Augustine Paul of 
the High Court said he would pronounce 
his verdict on April 14. 

Unbowed after six months in deten- 
tion, Mr. Anwar stood by his argument 
that he was dismissed and arrested as 
part of a plot by Prime Minister Mahathir 
bin Mohamad’s associates to prevent 
him from becoming prime minister and 
exposing corruption and cronyism. 

“I still maintain there is a political 
conspiracy involving Dr. Mahathir and 
his close associates to politically as- 
sassinate me. ‘ ' Mr. Anwar told reporters 
in the High Court after the trial ended on 
its 77lh day. It was Malaysia's longest 
criminal trial. 

He then hugged his eldest daughter. 
Nurul Izzah. 19, as family members and 
friends watched from the gallery. 

Mr. Augustine said on Thursday he 
would not be able to rule by April 6, the 
date he originally set for the verdict. 
"It's simply impossible." he said. 

As Malaysia has no jury system. Mr. 
Augustine alone will rule on the four 
corruption charges at issue. The charges 
allege that Mr. Anwar abused his power 


Angry With U.S., Beijing 
Debates Suspending Visit 

Strains Over NATO Bombing and Human Rights 


wanted the Carter Center, a philanthrop- 
ic institution, to observe the vote. 

Earlier on Thursday he met President 
B.J. Habibie and the armed forces com- 
mander. General Wiranto. in Jakarta and 
he was scheduled to meet with other 
leading political figures. 

He said it was unlikely that unrest 
would force the cancellation of the elec- 
tion and called the vote a major factor in 
Indonesia's economic reform process. 

In recent years, Mr. Carter has in- 
tervened in a number of international 
disputes, most notably involving North 
Korea and Haiti. 


in 1997 by directing police to obtain 
retractions from two people who had 
accused him of sex crimes. 

Each of the corruption counts carries a 
maximum penalty of 14 years in jail and 
a 20.000 ringgit ($5,000) fine. 

Mr. Anwar. 51, has said he expects to 
be sentenced to between two and four 
years in jail. 

"I’m realistic enough to accept the 
eventuality.” Mr. Anwar said Thursday. 
He could appeal if convicted. 

“My concern has already been ex- 


without going into the merit of the ap- 
plication. notwithstanding the verdict.” 

Mr. Augustine rejected Mr. Anwar's 
request last week that the judge, who 
joined the High Court bench last year, 
disqualify himself from the case on the 
ground he was partial. 

Both the defense and prosecution 
closed their cases on Thursday after five 
months of legal arguments in the trial, 
which has divided Malaysia and fanned 
political differences ahead of elections 
due by April 2000. 

Mr. Mahathir dismissed Mr. Anwar in 
September after tension between the two 
reached the breaking point. Mr. Anwar 
was arrested a few weeks later. 


By Erik Eckholm 

■ AVu YorL Twin tffi n r 

BEIJING — Angered by the bombing 
in Yugoslavia as well as by renewed 
attacks on China's human-rights 
policies, senior Chinese officials are de- 
buting whether Prime Minister Zhu 
Rongji should postpone his visit to the 
United States, scheduled to begin Tues- 
day, according to a Chinese source. 

Communist Party leaders have not yet 
made a decision, according.to the source, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Both the Chinese government and the 
Clinton administration have expressed 
hopes that the visit by Mr. Zhu could 
help repair relations between the two 
countries. Postponement now may add 
to the deep strains caused by disputes 
over trade, proposals for Asian missile 
defenses and charges of nuclear espi- 
onage as well as the NATO bombing and 
human rights. 

Speculation about Mr. Zhu’s visit was 
stirred Thursday at a regularly scheduled 
Foreign Ministry press briefing when a 
spokesman. Sun Yuxi, surprisingly re- 
fused to confirm the dates of the sup- ■ 
posed iy imminent trip. 

While the American government has 
already announced that Mr. Zhu is vis- 
iting several cities, including Washing- 
ton, from April 6 to 14, the Chinese 
government has officially announced 
only that the trip would be in April. 
Pressed by reporters, the Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman, Mr. Sun, would say 
only that he had nothing to add to earlier 
statements. 

Jin Canrong. an expert on the United 
States at die Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, told The Associated Press on 
Thursday that discussions about the 
crip’s timing were taking place at the 
highest levels. 

Alarmed by Mr. Sun's reticence at the 
press conference, officials of the U.S. 
Embassy sent a cable to Washington 
reporting rumors of a possible postpone- 
ment. according to an official in Wash- 
ington. 

An embassy spokesman. Bill Palmer, 
said this evening that the United States 
assumed the trip was still on as sched- 
uled. 

Several issues have converged to give 
the Chinese second thoughts. 

Chinese officials had hoped to see a 
breakthrough by now over China’s entry 
into the World Trade Organization. Bui 
it became clear this week, after a period 
of intense negotiations, that China had 
not yet satisfied American demands for 
the opening of its markets. 

Angering China, the Clinton admin- 
istration recently announced it will 
sponsor a resolution condemning 
China's human rights record at a United 
Nations meeting in Geneva this month. 
The administration had been reluctant to 
put forth such a resolution, which will 
almost certainly fail to pass, but Con- 
gress demanded it. 

China has reacted with special fury to 
the NATO bombing in Yugoslavia, 
which it portrays as an illegal act of 
intervention inside a sovereign state. 

Not only did NATO countries bypass 
the UN Security Council, where China 
holds a veto, but in the Chinese view the 
action also sets a dangerous precedent. 
Officials fear it could be used to justify 


future foreign interventions in its own 
regions of potential strife such as Tibet 
and the Muslim province of Xinjiang, or 
in Taiwan, which it considers a renegade 
province. 

China gave major publicity to the 
dramatic protest by Prime Minister Yev- 
geni Primakov of Russia, who turned his 
plane around while en route to Wash- 
ington when he first heard about the 
NATO attack. 

Some Chinese have argued that it 
would be humiliating for Mr. Zhu to visit 
the United States while the bombing 
continues, especially in the absence of a 
trade deal. Xiong Zhiyong, Dean of the 
Foreign Affairs College, said: "Some 
people are asking, what is the purpose of 
going now?" 

The state-controlled media have 
painted an exrremely one-sided picture 
of the conflict in Kosovo, virtually ig- 
noring charges of Serbian attacks on 
ethnic Albanian residents while broad- 
casting scenes casting the Serbs in a 
heroic light. 

■ VS. Denounces China to Or 

The United Slates called on the UN 
human rights forum Thursday to join it 
in condemning China and Cuba for re- 
pressing basic " political and religious 
freedoms, Reuters reported from 
Geneva. 

Harold Hongju Koh, assistant U.S. 
secretary of state for democracy, human 
rights and labor, also denounced vio- 
lations in Iraq. Iran. Siena Leone. Sudan 
and the former Yugoslavia. 

In his speech to the IfN Commission 
on Human Rights, the Korean-American 
lawyer also defended the U.S. human 
rights record, which has been under fire 
during the annual Session. 

The 53-member state body is holding 
its six-week meeting in Geneva through 
April 30 to examine abuses worldwide. 

Mr. Koh reiterated that the U.S. del- 
egation would introduce a resolution on 
China, saying authorities had initiated a 
crackdown on political opposition. 

“Dozens of political activists have 
been detained for peaceful political ac- 
tivities. and three leaders of the China 
Democracy Party have been given harsh 
sentences in closed trials that clearly 
violated due process.” Mr. Koh said. 

“The Chinese government also has 
attempted to restrict religious practice to 
officially sanctioned organizations and 
registered places of worship and de- 
tained Chinese citizens because of the 
peaceful expression of their political or 
religious beliefs." he added. 

Mr. Koh said Tibet continued to suffer 
repressive social and political controls 
which undermined its unique cultural, 
religious and linguistic heritage. 

"There are credible reports of the 
imprisonment and torture of monks and 
nuns, the death of prisoners, and the 
closure of monasteries.” he said. 

On Tibet's exiled spiritual leader, the 
Dalai Lama, who advocates autonomy 
for the homeland he fled in 1959. Mr. 
Koh said: "The government has yet to 
engage in substanrive dialogue with the 
Dalai Lama, and despite repeated in- 
ternational expressions of concern about 
the welfare of the boy designated as the 
Panchen Lama, the Chinese government 
continues to refuse access to him by 
international observers . ' ' 




Japan’s Elephants Just Not in the Mood 


BRIEFLY 


By Mary Jordan 

It lil/lKI-.-r. 'll Pm! Si r \ (■ I' 

TOKYO — Micky, bilingual and 
thoughtful, shed 500 kilograms ( 1 .100 
pounds) to win over Norame. the lone 
elephant stud in an animal kingdom 
north of Tokyo. But that romantic effort 
flopped, as have almost all efforts at 
breeding Asian elephants in Japan. 

Male elephants, it seems, have lost 
fes their sexual desire. 

Hidema.su Hori. the record keeper at 
the Ueno Zoo in Tokyo, said: “Ele- 
phants' sex drive has not been studied 
enough, so it is diilicult to .say for sure 
whv this problem is occurring. But chem- 
istry between male and female elephants 
counts more than you would imagine." 

Japanese zoo keepers report all kinds 
of unrequited love among elephants. For 
instance, when Micky took a fancy to 
Norame. his eyes were on an upstart 
named Mtnisiar. 

As a result of such romantic diffi- 
culties. no one can remember when, if 
ever, an Asian elephant was born in 
Japan. "And our records go back more 
than 100 years.” Mr. Hori said. 


As a result. Japanese zoos are going to 
considerable cost and distance to find 
elephants that like each other enough to 
produce calves. Norame was shipped in 
from Thailand for a one-year stay at u 
cost of more than SX0.0U0. 

Because Japan has a shortage of open 
spaces for elephants, any one location 
usually has only one male and a few 
females. This meager choice of partners 
appears to be a primary reason so many 
elephants choose to remain celibate. 

Sayuri Sakamoto, the head of the Ichi- 
hara Elephant Kingdom in Chiba, north 
of Tokyo, said: "Maybe it's something 
physical about the opposite sex. that 
attracts them, or maybe it’s the per- 
sonality — if the other elephant is very 
kind — I don't know.” 

What she does know . she said, is that 
the elusive ness of the right “chemistry” 
between male and female elephants is a 
“main source of the fertility problem.” 
Perhaps, too. she said, part of the 
reason for the declining birth rate is 
environmental pollution and the lack of a 
more natural w ild habitat. “I have come 
to believe that elephant* in zoos feel 
there is no point in having a child in this 


fenced-in world." she said. This week 
the Ueno Zoo will begin renovating and 
enlarging the elephant area to make it 
more hospitable for romance. 

It is not as if elephant reproduction 
was ever easy. Elephants are ready for 
mating only three or four times a year, 
and getting the male's cycle to coincide 
with the female's is not always simple. 
Even if conception occurs, the gestation 
period is two years. 

Miss Sakamoto said she remains 
hopeful that Micky and Norame will hit 
it off and thar the expensive bilateral 
matchmaking effort will work. Norame 
must return to Thailand this summer. 

Because Asian male elephants can be 
aggressive and therefore dangerous to 
handlers. Japanese zoos favor females. 
The country has only 10 male Asian 
elephants and 60 females. That is why 
males are being brought in from other 
Asian countries for courtship. 

Perhaps the most popular bachelor here 
is Menam. who lives in Tokyo. Three 
females from the suburbs recently visited 
him. all hoping to conceive. Sorn". 

"He was a little overwhelmed." Mr. 
Hori said. 


tf.OBUCHI: The Jap anese Warm to the Prime Minister's Image 


Continued from Page 1 

to get them to spend money 

There are mixed signs about whether 
all this has hailed Japan's economic 
slide, and there is still vigorous debate 
about whether the sparkle ahead in the 
tunnel is sunlight or an oncoming lo- 
comotive. Mr. Obuchi has made no se- 
rious moves lo re-structure the economy 
in basic ways, and critics say that re- 
structuring is the only way to revive 
Japan's fortunes in the long ran. 

Mr. Obuchi — bv all accounts an 
unusually nice and unpretentious man in 
Japanese politics — cheerfully pokes 
fun at his lack of star quality, portraying 
himself as short on talent hut long on 
fcxiermination. 

•*j*ma mix of three things: good luck, 
dullness and perseverance." Mr Obuchi 
told the people ol his homelown recently 
in a celebration of his achievements. 
"And I'm going to keep on plugging 
along with those same characteristic*.” 


Former Prime Minister Ynsuhiro Na- 
kasone attended the celebration and 
offered higher praise. Referring to his 
own five-year term as prime minister, 
unu.suallvlong lorn Japanese leader. Mr. 
Nukasone told Mr. Obuchi and the 
crowd: "Five years is not enough. You 
should aim for six years." 

Six years in office may seem like a 
lifetime in the politics of japan, but Mr. 
Obuchi may manage to stay in the prime 
minister's residence at least for the rest 
of this year. He faces re-election as lead- 
er within ihe governing Libera] Demo- 
cratic Party in September, but as long as 
the economy is holding its own. he is 
expected to be re-clectcd without dif- 
ficulty. 

Elections fur Ihe lower house of Par- 
liament must he held hy next year, 
however, and Ihe parly might dump Mr. 
Obuchi in hopes of finding a more char- 
ismatic standard-hearer lo lead it before 
ihe voters. 

"No Liberal Democrat member of the 


Lower House wants lo have a general 
election under Obuchi." said T-akao 
Toshikaw-a. editor of a political news- 
letter in Tokyo. "They don’t trust Obu- 
chi to be their leader through a general 
election." 

But on the other hand, as Mr. Toshi- 
kawa noted, no other Liberal Democrat 
would clearly do better with the voters. 
And the opposition Democratic Party is 
stumbling anew each week and now is 
not expected to evict the Liberal Demo- 
crats from power. 

One area where Mr. Obuchi may 
leave a mark is in foreign affairs and 
security policy, for he seems more will- 
ing to exercise force and nurture military 
power than his predecessors. 

Japan has moved to develop recon- 
naissance satellites and to join an Amer- 
ican- led niissile-dcfcn.se system, and in 
late March. Mr. Obuchi unhesitatingly 
ordered warships to pursue two foreign 
ships that had intruded into Japanese 
waters, apparently from North Korea. 


37 Lost as Freighters 
FromKoreas Collide 

COLOMBO — A North Korean 
freighter sank in international waters 
off Sri Lanka after colliding with a 
South Korean vessel, and 37 crew 
members were missing. Sri Lankan 
and Korean officials said Thursday. 

In Seoul, the Hyundai shipping com- 
pany said its 6 1 . 1 50-ton container ship.’ 
the Duke, had collided in international 
waters with the Manpoho. a 7.000-ton- 
class cement carrier from North Korea. 
Sri Lanka rescue tugs were dispatched 
to the area. (AP) 

Mercury Waste to Go 
To Taiwan for Tests 

PHNOM PENH — Nearly 5.000 
tons of sludge containing mercury that 
was dumped in Cambodia will be sent 
back to Taiwan rather than shipped to 
the United States, a disposal company ' 
said Thursday. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency rescinded approval Tuesday of 
the waste's importation. 

The California company. Safety - 
Kleen Corp.. said the waste, produced 
by Formosa Plastics Corp.. was "more 
complex than initially believed. "(AP) 

New India Tremor 

GWAI. Indru — Another tremor 
toppled buildings in- the earthquake- 
stricken mountains of northern India 
early Thursday, killing one person, as 
relief officials struggled to bring help 
to villages flattened on Monday. 

The tremor, measuring 4.X on the 
Richter scale, brought down the stone 
house of Rati Lai. 55. in the village of 
Pipakoli and killed hint. Press Trust of 
India reported. (AP) 
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early Thursday, killing one person, as ....... . . , , . ’ 

relief officials struggled to bring help , . ^ er danvajied house in the village of Chamoli. northern 

to villages flattened on Monday. India, which was hit by an earthquake that killed about 1 10. 

The tremor, measuring 4.S on the 

Richter scale, brought down the stone Thursday and ruled that they could Slav found the pilot. Yuan Bin »uilt v of 
house of Ruli Lai. 55. in the village ot m the territory until a decision w as made endangering air safety. ratheMh tn iir 
Pipakoli and killed him. Press Trust of on an appeal by 17 others over a res- piraev, a far more serious charge th it 
India reported. (AP) idencylau. (Hnami can carry a life sentence. (Kn,r t rx> 
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A Refugee Emergency 


While-NATO warplanes attack Ser- 
bia. the alliance must also tend to the 
needs of a tidal wave of refugees flee- 
ing Serbian atrocities in Kosovo. In 
recent days nearly 150,000 Kosovars 
have arrived in Albania, Montenegro 
and Macedonia, three of Europe’s 
poorest republics. Clinton administra- 
tion officials fear that the number 
could grow to a million in the days 
ahead. These refugees need food, shel- 
ter and medicine. The lands receiving 
them need help as well, lest the burden 
of caring for so many foreigners tear 
apart their own fragile societies. 

Wednesday's announcement by the 
Clinton administration of $50 million in 
new assistance for Kosovo refugees is a 
good start to meeting American ob- 
ligations. Britain. France, Italy and Ger- 
many have also announced useful relief 
efforts. But the measures announced 
thus far represent only a down payment 
on what will eventually be required. 

Refugees have been fleeing Kosovo 
since Serbia began its tenor campaign 
against the local Albanian population 
last year. Their numbers increased as 
Slobodan Milosevic escalated the vi- 
olence in recent months. Since NATO 
began bombing lasL week, Serbian 
atrocities have multiplied and the ex- 
odus has increased. One' out of three 


Kosovo Albanians have been chased 
from their homes, and most of these 
600.000 displaced people are headed 
for the nearest border. Nearly 90,000 
have reached Albania in the last week 
and about 25.000 each have arrived in 
Macedonia and Montenegro. 

In all three receiving republics, the 
most urgent needs are tents and 
blankets to keep the refugees warm and 
dry, and medical staff and sanicaiy wa- 
ter supplies to prevent epidemics. Food 
must be transported from places where 
it is currently stockpiled, tike Italy, to 
the areas where refugees are concen- 
trated. NATO can help in this task. 

Washington will channel half of its 
new aid through the Pentagon and half 
through relief groups. It is also rightly 
seeking to help the regions receiving 
the refugees. The Influx must not de- 
stabilize Montenegro, which has been 
particularly generous. Although pan of 
Yugoslavia, it has distanced itself from 
Mr. Milosevic. 

The refugee problem has grown 
faster than anyone anticipated because 
few outsiders expected Mr. Milosevic 
to attempt the wholesale removal of 
Kosovo’s Albanian population. NATO 
must now help cope with the con- 
sequences of his inhumane behavior. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Bailing Out Moscow 


The International Monetary Fund 
faces not one but two difficult ques- 
tions as it considers again its Russia 
problem. One is whether to lend more 
billions to the Russian government. If 
the answer is “yes,” then the IMF 
must decide whether to lend only 


enough to allow Russia to repay the 
IMF loans coming due this year, or, as 
Russia would like, be considerably 


more generous. 

The unpleasant truth is that Russia 
has not taken the necessary steps to 
promote its own prosperity; its eco- 
nomic policy cannot ensure good use 
of IMF funds. _ 

Some nations, from tiny Estonia to 
sizable Poland, resolutely implemen- 
ted economic reforms to make a rapid 
transition to a free market. They still 
have a long way to go to recover the 
years lost id communism, but already 
their reforms have promoted economic 
growth and political stability. Russia, 
by contrast, has yet to muster the polit- 
ical will or consensus to push reforms 
through. It is “stuck halfway" be- 
tween communism and capitalism, as 
President Boris Yeltsin acknowledged 
in a speech on Tuesday, with a "freak- 
ish model ... a hybrid.’ ’ This hybrid has 
produced corruption, disillusion and 
economic decline. 

Given that failure, some supporters 
in America and in Russia of extending 
more loans make a political case. Rus- 
sia is too important to isolate, they say, 
and, with its nuclear weapons and sci- 
entists, too dangerous to antagonize. 
These factors have inclined the IMF to 
lend to Russia before, and they could 
play a role again. After all, the IMF is 
controlled ultimately by politicians 
from the wealthy countries, with the 
United States in the lead. 


But Russian politicians who rely on 
this argument should understand that it 
can play both ways. If politics is to be a 
factor, members of Congress naturally 
will ask why U.5. taxpayers should 
extend assistance to a government that 
boasts when Russian-made missiles 
are used to shoot down a U.S. plane. 
They will watch videotape of Prime 
Minister Yevgeni Primakov arm in 
arm with Slobodan Milosevic, both 
grinning cheerfully as Serbia's ethnic 
cleansing proceeds off-screen, and 
wonder why the U.S. interest lies in 
helping this man. 

The best that can be said is that Mr. 
Primakov's economic policies have 
not been as bad as they might have 
been. He has not produced the hyper- 
inflation that many feared; the ruble 
has not crashed as far as it might have. 
And this sullen stability, this gradual 
decline, is preferable to total crash or 
national disintegration. Preserving this 
much is the strongest argument for 
some IMF involvement. 

Lending Russia just enough to pay 
its IMF bill would not be quite as 
churlish as itsounds. It would help keep 
Russia from falling into complete pari- 
ah status and boost its efforts to work 
out repayment schemes for its debt to 
private banks. It would maintain a con- 
nection between Russia and the West, 
no small thing. But it is worth repeating 
that only Russia can implement the 
policies that would attract private in- 
vestment and promote prosperity. Ab- 
sent those, more loans from the IMF or 
anyone else are likely to end up in 
Swiss bank accounts, serving only to 
more deeply burden the Russian gov- 
ernment that, someday, will get serious 
about economic reform. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


The Bullets of Bias 

In a nation that the U.S. Supreme 
Court believes has achieved color- 
blindness. the murder indictments is- 
sued on Wednesday against four white 
police officers in New York tell a very 
different story. Race bias has been 
treated as a theoretical issue by the 
justices, but it is a daily, street-level 
torment for millions of Americans. At 
its worst, it is perpetrated not only by 
neighbors but also by government 
agents, especially those trained and 
armed to protect the citizenry. 

On Feb. 4. four plainclothes officers 
in search of a rapist encountered 
Amadou Diallo. 22, in front of his 
Bronx home. Sensing, they said later, 
that Mr. Diallo might be reaching for a 
weapon, the cops blew him away. 
Forty-one shots were fired; 19 hit their 
target. Mr. Diallo. a West African im- 
migrant. had no gun. Gross police 
overreaction is certainly involved here, 
and some may see no need to stress the 
racial element. 

It is hard to imagine that this 
slaughter would have taken place if 
Mr. Diallo had been white. And it is 
impossible to imagine that the re- 
sponse of Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and 


Police Commissioner Howard Safir 
would have been so callous and slow. 

The effects of continuing race bias in 
the United States are evident in stacks of 
statistics relating to education, income, 
health and nearly every aspect of life. 
But the most dramatic and worrisome 
examples are those in which racist ac- 
tions are carried out by law enforcement 
personnel — the very people designated 
to stop diem. The Diallo case is ex- 
treme, but it is not alone. Anyone who 
thinks it is is truly blind. 

— The Boston Globe. 

The conflict between police and 
large segments of the community in 
New York City is worsening, not eas- 
ing. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and Po- 
lice Commissioner Howard Safir have 
made the unsettling and potentially 
very divisive suggestion that a recent 
slight' increase in homicides may 
somehow be linked to the protests 
against police misconduct. 

On T uesday, hundreds of angry cops, 
nearly ail of them white, chanted “No . 
justice, no police" as they marched in 
the Bronx in support of the four officers 
who shot Amadou Diallo. 

— Bob Herbert, commenting in 
The New York Times. 
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B UDAPEST — Bombing air de- 
fenses obviously has not changed 
Slobodan Milosevic's mind about easing 
off on Kosovo. If anything, it has made 
him hurry to get rid of the Kosovars so 
that if eventually he has to compromise 
on the land, the people will be gone. 

His offer to Prime Minister Yevgeni 
Primakov, which the Russians said 
meant that he was ready for "construc- 
tive dialogue,” in effect simply deman- 
ded that NATO quit and go home. Mr. 
Milosevic promised only to withdraw 
some of his troops in return, a promise 
that he made and broke before. 

It is only in accelerating his effort at 
scorched earth that the bombing has 
hastened the Kosovars' misery. The 
plans were ail drawn up. 

There never was much reason to sup- 
pose that a high-tech campaign against 
fixed military targets would break the 
Kosovo deadlock. The reason for start- 
ing the attack was not so much that k was 
expected to bring Mr. Milosevic to ac- 
cept NATO's terms, as that the situation 
had been allowed to deteriorate so badly 
that NATO had to do something. 

The “something” chosen was con- 
sidered the least undesirable of assorted 
options including send troops to fight the 
Seibs. recognize Kosovar independence 
and provide arms, give up. There were 
different intensities of reaction among 
the allies, but no one of them wanted to 
declare that what was happening was 


By Flora Lewis 

none of NATO’s business and leave Mr. 

Milosevic to his own devices. 

As U.S. Deputy Secretary of Stale 
Strobe Talbott says, “This is barbarism 
in our own time, in the heart of Europe, 

on the eve of the 21st century." That is . * — j * - — - « 

the crux of the matter. There is no dis- not only to crush it but to clear a. y 
pute about whether it should be allowed natural supporters. Serbia was reacting 
to continue. The problem is how to stop to Mao’s thesis that rebels are fish in 


at least for now. A small l^fotcc was 
sent to Macedonia to deter Swtuaou that 
bolder. But tensions grew inside Kosovo 
as the patient pacifism of its courageous 
leader Ibrahim Rugova got nowhere. 

A variety of angry men, convinced 
that only armed resistance would help, 
more or less coalesced in the Kosovo 
Liberation Army* and Belgrade set out 


)p IQ lYiau a ujcaia — - ------ . 

it at a price that the. Euro-Atlantic gov- protective waters of the masses by drarn- 
emmeots and public opinion are pre- rngaway the population itself, 
pared to pay. . The powers, including Russia, 


Even as his prime minister tried once dithered and aigued for monte about 
more for a diplomatic miracle. President what to do, finally agreeing on dispat 
Boris Yeltsin declared that “Russia will of 1,400 unarmed observers from me 

Org anizatio n for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe. 


not allow itself to be drawn into a mil- 
itary conflict' ’ because of Serbia. 

He appealed for “responsible ac- 
tions” and said, “More and more polit- 
ical leaders understand that in such situ- 
ations brute force does nor achieve any- 
thing.” Those words could as well have 
been addressed to Mr. Milosevic as to 
NATO, a reminder in effect that Russia 
tried Serbian-style suppression in 
Chechnya and it didn’t work. 

The intervention in Kosovo has been 
extremely cautious. It started with Pres- 
ident George Bush drawing “a red line" 
in the degree of Serbian violence. As . 
was easy to foresee, Belgrade shifted 
attention to Kosovo after the situations 
in Croatia and then Bosnia were settled. 


lvii ui m i n n , 

France warned that there could be a 
repeat of the trap that took UN soldiers 
hostage in Bosnia. So the next weird 
invention was a large NATO “extrac- 
tion” force in neighboring Macedonia to 
rescue the OSCE people if they were 
attacked. It was a nutty scheme. I called 
them the French dentists. Obviously, the 
observers had to be- sent out when the 
bombing was ordered, but the extraction 
force can’t be sent in because that would 
be a NATO ground attack. 

Given all this, wasn't It wrong to start 
bombing? I say * ‘no,” late is better than 
never. Doing nothing would have been 
the worst solution. 


Now the danger is trying to go too fast, 
succumbing to the TV-areade game idea 
SST- ^w-boom-.zap mid^.shed. 

forgetting foat even in the ^ ™ ar, 
as, miracidously short, 

there were four months of bombing be- 
fore the troops went in. 

' The Kosovo problem has been res- 
wSffaa long time. Whatever hap- 
pens, it won 't go away soon- 

independence is recognized, there 
will have tobe an international protective 
tee for the fragile new sate. If, as now 
seems impossible, the autonomy plan is 
carried out. military guarantees wiU I be 
needed. No solution imagining some kind 
of quick fix has any claim to reauty. 

There may have to be a serious es- 
calation in fighting, or maybenm. lt 
depends almost entirely on Mr. Milo- 
sevic. But to decide that on the basts of 
frustration because the bombing cam- 
paign has not produced results so far 
would gravely compound the many er- 
rors of strategy already made. Having 
started, the attack must continue to the 
point where what is left of the temfied 
Kosovar population feels it is getting 
some NATO protection. 

There was never going to be an easy 
way out, but to start and then try to pass 
the buck to the Kosovars, or back away, 
would be disaster. The humanitarian 
challenges have dramatically increased 
in recent days. They must be met 

Flora Lewis. 
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NATO Has to Prevail, Introducing Ground Troops if Necessary 


N EW YORK — The war in 
Kosovo is the product of a 
conflict going back over cen- 
turies. It takes place at the di- 
viding line between die Otto- 
man and Austrian empires, be- 
tween Islam and Christianity, 
and between Serbian and Al- 
banian nationalism. 

The ethnic groups have 
lived together peacefully only 
when that coexistence was im- 
posed, as under foreign em- 
pires or the Tiro dictatorship. 
President Bill Clinton has as- 
serted that, after a brief period 
of NATO occupation, the eth- 
nic groups will reconcile. 
There is no realistic basis for 
that assumption. 

When American forces are 
engaged in combat, victory is 
the only exit strategy. And that 
requires a definition of issues 
that can survive scrutiny. 


By Henry A. Kissinger 


The administration, in pur- 
suit of symbols that resonate 
with the public, has put forward 
three categories of argument 
The most convincing is that suf- 
fering in Kosovo is so offensive 
to our moral sensibilities that 
we will use force to end it even 
absent traditional considera- 
tions of national Interest 

But since this leaves open 
the question of why we do not 
intervene in East Africa, Sri 
Lanka, Kurdistan. Kashmirand 
Afghanistan, to name just a few 
of the places where infinitely 
more casualties have been in- 
curred than in Kosovo, the 
president has invoked histor- 
ical analogies or current threats 
that are extremely dubious. 

Slobodan Milosevic is not 
Hitler but a Balkan thug, and 


the crisis in Kosovo has no 
analogy to the events preced- 
ing World War I. 

Neither Mr. Milosevic nor 
any other Balkan leader is in a 
position to threaten the global 
equilibrium. 

Unlike Bosnia, Kosovo is a 
war for territory considered by 
the Serbs as a national shrine. 
This is why there have been 
few. if any, signs of opposition 
in Belgrade to Mr. Milosevic's 
Kosovo policy. 

World War I started in the 
Balkans not as a result of eth- 
nic conflicts but for precisely 
the opposite reason: because 
outside powers intervened in a 
local conflict The assassina- 
tion of the crown prince of 
Austria by a Serbian nation- 
alist led to a world war because 


Russia backed Serbia and 
France backed Russia, while 
Germany supported Austria. 

It is absurd to allege that the 
economic well-being of the 
European Union, with a GNP 
exceeding America's, depends 
op the outcome in Kosovo. 

The cohesion of NATO is 
threatened primarily because it 
was staked on the unsustain- 
able Rambouillet agreement- 1 
respect the humanitarian mo- 
tive for intervention, but this 
does not absolve the demo- 
cracies from the necessity of 
coming up with a sustainable 
solution. 

NATO cannot survive if it 
now abandons the campaign 
without achieving its objective 
of ending the massacres. The 
terms for ending the air war 
should be: an immediate cease- 
fire; the withdrawal of Serbian 


forces introduced after the be- 
ginning of the negotiations at 
Rambouillet; and the immedi- 
ate opening of negotiations 
over autonomy for Kosovo. 

These negotiations are 
likely to be prolonged and bit- 
ter. But. at their end, Kosovar 
independence in some form is 
inevitable. 

If a ceasefire on such terms 
is rejected by Mr. Milosevic, 
there will be no alternative to 
continuing and intensifying 
the war. if necessary introdu- 
cing NATO combat ground 
forces — a solution which I 
have heretofore passionately 
rejected but which will have to 
be considered ' .to maintain 
NATO credibility. 

This article has heenadap- 
. ted from a longer commentary 
in Newsweek. 
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Allied Ground Troops, Embittered Serbs, Cool Realisi 
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Take Steps to Win 

W ASHINGTON — We are 
losing the war in Kosovo. 
Slobodan Milosevic and his 
Serbian armed forces are killing 
Kosovar political leaders, ex- 
pelling Kosovars from their 
homes and causing a massive 
flow of refugees into countries 
with few resources to care for 
them. The United States and 
NATO have the capacity to 
reverse this situation. But it will 
require presidential leadership 
and a commitment to taking the 
hard steps necessary to win. 

White House briefings state 
each day that no ground forces 
are contemplated. The agree- 
ment that we pressured the 
Kosovars to sign at Rambouillet 
was of doubtful wisdom, but 
they signed it and retied upon 
NATO and the United States to 


protect their ability to negotiate 
their future in peace and safely. 

By ruling out ground troops, 
the administration gives a de- 
fiant Serbia an open opportunity 
to conduct ethnic cleansing. 

President Clinton should 
have told Mr. Milosevic that if 
he attacked Kosovo, we would 
terminate h is regime in Serbia. 
Now NATO targets should in- 
clude the major governmental 
buildings in Belgrade. Eveiy 
military target that can be iden- 
tified must be hit and hit again. 

Immediately, conspicuous 
planning for die use of NATO 
ground troops must commence 
in the numbers required to blunt 
the Serbian offensive, stabilize 
Kosovo and, if necessary, repel 
whatever dements of the Ser- 
bian armed forces remain. 

President Milosevic should 
be indicted as a war criminal 


The Western allies should 
commence a flood of news re- 
porting into Yugoslavia by every 
technical means. We should as- 
sure Serbs as well as Kosovars 
that we will help them build a 
framework for democratic gov- 
ernment with tiie certainty ctf 
elections and autonomy. 

We should make ic clear that 
we will be generous with eco- 
nomic assistance to the lib- 
erated Serbia as well as to 
Kosovo, with a prompt end to 
economic sanctions and con- 
centrated efforts to integrate the 
former Yugoslav steles into the 
European economy. 

The United States and NA- 
TO must win this war. _ 

— Richard G. Lugar, a 
Republican member of (he 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, writing in The 
Washington Past. 


Autonomy Overtaken by Atrocity 


W ASHINGTON — The 
military objective was 
clear: to ' ’degrade” Yugoslav- 
ia's ability to drive the ethnic 
Albanians out of its province of 
Kosovo. Some degradation. 

After a week of Slobodan 
Milosevic's ethnic cleansing, a 
third of the unwanted popula- 
tion had been driven out, many 
civilians murdered, the Kosovo 
Liberation Army decimated. 
Slow-moving NATO's bluff 
was called, and fast-moving 
Yugoslavia is winning the war. 

Why? One reason is that Bill 
Clinton's poll-following and 
wholly unnecessary promise of 
no use of ground troops em- 
boldened the Yugoslav dictator. 
Another is that the cautiously 

phased air campaign concen- 
trated on Yugoslav air defeases, 
thereby protecting NATO pi- 
lots, rather than combining that 
with an attack on Serbian field 
forces as they swiftly carried 
out their savage sweep. 

NATO will now punish Yu- 
goslavia by bombing govern- 
ment buildings in Belgrade. An 
equivalent discomfort — an 
evacuation of the Pentagon — 
would notstop America ’sability 
to wage war. Pinpoint bombing 
of Belgrade headquarters wifi 
only solidify Serbian patriotic 
support for Mr. Milosevic. 

NATO will also take more 
risks flying lower over Kosovo. 
That may takeout 400 tanks and 
heavy artillery pieces now 
shelling towns! but it will not 
stop the panicked exodus driven 
by men with rifles. 

That leaves the West on a 
classic Vietnam spot: Yugo- 
slavia, the subpower, is fighting 
to win, while NATO, the su- 
perpower, is painfully escalat- 
ing as it yearns to settle. 


By William S afire 

To end brutal internal aggres- 
sion against innocents, we have 
to break that pattern. 

On the military front, beyond 
tactical air arracks, NATO 
bombers should darken Bel- 
grade. The removal of electricity 
would disrupt military commu- 
nications ana remind triumphant 
Yugoslav leaders of the greater 
human hardship being inflicted 
by their orders on Kosovars. 

Then target industrial plants 
around Belgrade and Nis, and 
sink all Yugoslav naval vessels. 

Ground troops? The prospect 
of body bags is anathema to Bill 
Clinton despite his bluster 
about genocide. Without bis 
willingness to ask Congress to 
put troops where his mouth is, 
Europeans and even Turks will 
not take on the nation that 
bloodily batzled Hitler and 
stood off Statin. 

What can be done is to mass a 
NATO ground force near Al- 
bania and Macedonia borders, 
protecting and training a KLA 
guerrilla force. The presence of 
five armored divisions, prepared 
for action under air supremacy, 
would radically change the local 
power equation. 

Economic pain can be inflic- 
ted by the seizure of Yugoslav 
assets around the world to sub- 
sidize the upkeep of refugees. 

Psychological war can be 
waged by shortwave, leaflet 


even the Internet, to Yugo- 
slavs now getting only Milo- 
sevic propaganda. Just as fis- 
sures will develop within the 
NATO alliance, political splits 
in the initial Serbian solidarity 
should be exploited. 

On the diplomatic front, for- 


get the Russians. To them, 
keeping Kosovo under Serbian 
rule means keeping Chechnya 
under Russian rule. Yevgeni 
Primakov's foreign minis ter. 
Igor Ivanov, said this week that 
NATO officials, not Yugoslav 
killers, should be tried as war 
criminals for their "undis- 
guised genocide.” The long- 
term Russian interest is to di- 
minish NATO; Mr. Primakov 
cannot be its intermediary. 

The former goal of an au- 
tonomous Kosovo under Serbian 
sovereignty has been overtaken 
by atrocity. Take the mushy of- 
fer made at Rambouillet on the 
table. The allies should now 
stand for a separated Kosovo and 
be willing to consider a partition 
plan that lets Serbia keep revered 
historic sires but joins most of the 
area long populated by Albani- 
ans to Albania, 

After his victorious first 
week, Mr. Milosevic will not 
hear of it He sees what has not 
happened to Saddam Hussein's 
Iraq and logically assiunesthar 
nothing serious will happen to 
his Yugoslavia. 

We have not yet reached the 
end of the beginning. 

After sustained strategic and 
tactical bombing; after an eco- 
nomic blockade and asset 
seizure; after the buildup of 
troops on his borders that pro- 
tects the seekers of vengeance, 
and might jusi roll tanks for- 
ward to establish fortified 
havens for innocents — after 
all that, as crowds now cheering 
in Belgrade start to grumble 
about shortages and isolation, 
the conqueror of unarmed 
Kosovo might be more inclined 
to trade a tittle land for peace 
with Europe. 

The New York. Times. 


Serbs Rally 

B elgrade — J ust how far 

are NATO members pre- 
pared to go? What happens if 
the war spreads? The questions 
crowded my mind as I sat in a 
Belgrade pnson on the first day 
of foe NATO attack, detained 
for eight hours when Che gov- 
ernment shut down my radio 
station. Whiling away the time 
in- foe cell I shared with a 
murder suspect. Tasked myself 
what foe West's aim was for 
“the morning after.” 

My friends in foe West keep 
asking me why there is no 
rebellion here. Where are the 
people who poured onto foe 
streets every day for three 
months in 1996 to demand de- 
mocracy and human rights? 

Zoran Zivkovic, the oppo- 
sition mayor of Nis, answered 
that the other day: ‘Twenty 
minutes ago my city was 
bombed. The people who live 
here are foe same people who 
voted for democracy m 1996, 
foe same people who protested 
for a hundred days after the 
authorities tried to deny them 
foeir victory in the elections. 

“They voted for the same 
democracy that exists in Europe 
and the United States. Today 
my city was bombed by foe 
democratic states of the U.S. A., 
Britain. France, Ger man y and 
Canada! Is there any sense in 
this?” 

Most of these people feel 
betrayed by foe countries that 
were their models. They are 
now compelled to take up aims 
and join sons already serving in 
foe army. With foe bombs fall- 


ing all around them, nobody 
can convince them that this is 
only an attack on their gov- 
ernment and not foeir country. 

NATO's bombs have blasted 
the germinating seeds of demo- - 
cracy out of foe soil of Kosovo. 
Serbia and Montenegro and en- 
sured that they will not sprout ... 
again for a very long time. djk 
— Veran Marie, c diror in ™ 

chief of the independent 
station Radio B92. writing in 
The New York Times. 

Beware Idealism 

W ASHINGTON — Nei- 
ther foe history nor foe 
emotions of foe Balkans lend 
themselves to an American 
ideal of a multiethnic society or 
multinationaJism. 

The Serbs in Bosnia can join 
with Serbia. The Croats could 
join with Croatia. The rump 
Bosnian state should enjoy 
Western support and protection. ... 
Slobodan Milosevic would 
have something to show the 
Serbian population as a limited 
step toward Greater Serbia — 
and it would compensate in part 
for the loss of part of Kosovo, 
which might go to Albania. 0 
In reaching this outcome, 
Russia would have a critical . 
role to play. 

Unless it coincides with foe 
national interest, moral indig- 
nation is rarely a soundguide to - 
policy. We should be guided 
less by indignation and more 
by foresight 

— James K. Schlesinger. a 
former secretary of defense 
and CIA director, commenting 
in The Washington Post. 
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_IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1899: Russian Press 

PARIS — Novosti: “The Rus- 
sian government cannot faring 
foe Balkan States into closer 
touch with Russia unless out 
commercial community helps 
it Only a few days ago foe Bul- 
garian Government negotiated, a 
loan in Vienna, Oui mercantile 
houses have only begun to do 
business with Balkan countries 
of late, hence it is not surprising 
that Russia is not in the same 
position there as Austria." 

1924: Boxing Star 

NEW YORK — Jack Dempsey, 
heavy-weieht boxing champion 
of the world, is going to do far 
more moving-picture work in 
the next year or two than he will 
do in toe ring during foe re-, 
mainder of his fighting career. 
He wifi also get more money out 
of foe screen than he can expect 
to get out of the ring. The film 
contract precludes acceptance 


of any fight proposition. When 
Kearns declined a bid for a 
battle between his champion £ 
and Harry Wills, foe manager * 
declared that- he would sign a 
movie contract that would pre- 
vent Dempsey from defending 
his title before next September- 

1949; Chinese Clashes 

NANKING — Garrison head- 
quarters here announced that 
144 persons were injured in ; 
clashes between soldiers and 
university students.Tbe clashes 
resulted from anti-government 
demonstrations following foe 
departure of the government 
P®ace delegation to negotiate 
with foe Communists. Ail of fa® 
seriously injured were students. , 
In South China, leaders anm| 
flounced that Acting President ' 
La Tsung-jen must niake peace . 
terms acceptable to them as 
well as foe Communists, or they 
will not turn over South China 
to the Communists. 
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OPINION /LETTERS 


The Shortfalls of Globalization 


P — The trade partners 

■*- of the United States, that 
Evangelist of unfettered trade, 
are finding a new need for fet- 
ters, but it js too late. 

ui late March, Washington an- 
nouuced apian id apply punitive 
Griffs ?n a list of European Un- 
>on exports, this in retaliation for 
the unwillingness of the Euro- 
peans io accept exports of U.S. 
hormone-fed beef. The tariffs are 
expected to add 100 percent to 
the sale price of needy SI billion 
worth of European exports. 

Similar punitive tariffs al- 
ready are pending against many 
European luxury and specially 

The market is held 
to be capable of 
solving problems 
associated with 
trade becaiise it 
automatically 
chooses the 
optimum solution. 
Experience proves 
otherwise. 


products as part of the “banana 
war.” in which Europe resists 
banana shipments from U.S. 
companies in favor of growers 
in Europe's former Caribbean 
and African colonies. 

The European Union has 
Hied a complaint with the World 
Trade Organization, alleging 
that die U.S. law authorizing 
punitive tariffs is itself illegal. 

More trouble is foreseen over 


By William Pfaff 


exports of U.S. livestock fed 
with the types of antibiotics also 
given to humans. While the an- 
tibiotics ward off disease in 
poultry and cattle, the objection 
is that the humans who eat the 
food will also ingest the an- 
tibiotics and may develop re- 
sistance to those antibiotics 
which they may need later for 
medical reasons. 

Genetically modified food 
has recently produced an enor- 
mous controversy in Britain. A 
government bill authorizing its 
sale ran into a brick Wall of 
popular resistance, astonishing 
the companies and forcing the 
government to back down. 

There is no scientific proof 
that ‘ 4 Frankenstein food” (as the 
London tabloids call it) is bad, 
but a large segment of the Euro- 
pean consumer market does not 
intend to take a chance. 

There is a high level of eco- 
logical activism in Europe, and 
people tend to think of the 
“mad cow” scandal when sci- 
entists say there is no risk in 
these foods. Nonetheless, such 
foods are big business, and 
enormous sums are at stake in 
exporting them. 

A war over noisy aircraft 
looms between Brussels and 
Washington. New European 
noise standards are said to favor 
European over U.S. airlines 
since the Europeans fly newer 
aircraft and the Americans tend 
to fly older planes with retro- 
fitted noise equipment that fails 
to nieetEU standards. (The U.S. 
Congress says it will block the 
Concorde from landing in the 


United States if the European 
noise ban stands.) 

Then there is the so-called cul- 
tural issue. America considers 
France the villain, but Canada 
actually makes the most trouble 
about U.S. “cultural'-' expons. 
Canada has successfully {rattled 
to Veep U.S. magazine and tele- 
vision experts from destroying 
(heir Canadian counterparts. 

Last summer, Sheila Copps. 
the Canadian minister of cultural 
heritage, convened a meeting of 
20 countries to discuss interna- 
tional cooperation in controlling 
not only the economic con- 
sequences of U.S. cultural ex- 
ports (amortized p n the home 
market), but the social effects of 
the violence and aggressiveness 
depicted in so many U.S. films 
and television exports. 

The EU countries have es- 
tablished a “cultural excep- 
tion” in trade in order to defend 
their own film and television 
industries. All this is ordinarily 
condemned in Washington as 
protectionism, which, in spirit, 
if not in letter, it usually is. 

However, the 'Europeans 
have only themselves to blame. 
The defeat last year of the pro- 
posed Multilateral Investment 
Agreement, negotiated at the 
Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development, 
was provoked by public reaction 
against uncritical acceptance of 
the prevailing trade ideology. 

The MIA agreement would 
have permitted companies to 
sue governments for losses 
suffered because of market lim- 
itations or restrictions imposed 
for noneconomic reasons. 

Companies would have to be 
recompensed for losses suffer- 



Sydney Hits the Big Time 


By Neal R, Peirce 


S YDNEY. — Poised for the 2000 
Summer Olympics “Sydney, is 
swinging. Sydney is sizzling. It used to 
be around the corner from nowhere; but 
in this new age it is emerging as the 


scription by R. W. Apple Jr. of The New 
Yonc Times, writing in Town St Country 


Special Invitation 


ed as a result of high ecological 
or pollution standards in a given 
country. (Canada has already 
lost from one such suit against 
its ecology standards, brought 
under the North American Free 
Trade Agreement.) 

The purpose of globalization 
has been to e Liminate all barriers 
to international trade and fi- 


nance. The market Is held to be 
capable of resolving the social, 
ecological and cultural prob- 
lems associated with trade be- 
cause it automatically chooses 
the optimum solution. Experi- 
ence says otherwise, as the trade 
disputes demonstrate. 

International Herald Tribune. 

L/>i Ajigelei Tinie.\ Syndicate. 


U.S. -China Tensions Are Bad News for the Economies of Asia 


C ANBERRA — As East Asia 
struggles to recover from the worst 
economic crisis in its modem history, 
and deal with the resulting political tur- 
moil. the last thing the region needs is 
renewed volatility in relations between 
the United States and Chino. 

Yet U:S.-China ties appear to be head- 
ing into stormy weather. It may presage 
an extended period of conflict between 
the two largest powers in the Pacific that 
could easily spiral out of control, raising 
tensions in East Asia just when the region 
needs stability and a constructive dia- 
logue between Washington and Beijing; 

Attitudes toward China in the United 
States have polarized over human rights, 
the ballooning trade imbalance, alleged 
Chinese theft of American nuclear 
weapons technology, and other issues. 
These objections are being expressed in 
an increasingly partisan way.' 

Under normal circumstances, such 
differences would be manageable. But a 
U.S. presidential election is looming and 
the Republicans are almost certain to 
maintain their hard line on China. Con- 
gressional critics of China are gearing up 
for a rhetorical offensive against a nation 
they see as the new Soviet Union — a 
stale that denies its citizens human rights 
and could be the only competitor the 
United States faces in the next 25 years. 


By Alan Dupont 

Beijing, for its part, suspects that 
America will use every opportunity to 
constrain China while publicly profess- 
ing support for engagement. Beijing is 
also intent on reducing the U.S. military 
presence in East Asia and on regaining 
some of its former political and strategic 
influence. 

In the current highly charged political 
atmosphere there is a real risk that emo- 
tions will overwhelm sound policy on 
both sides of the Pacific. Of immediate 
concern is the possibility that worsening 
political ties will poison security links 
between the two powers, setting back the 
considerable progress that has been 
made in building confidence and trust 
between two former enemies. 

Washington and Beijing need to take 
immediate action to hialt this alarming 
downslide. They should begin by work- 
ing out a compromise on theater missile 
defense, which Tokyo and Washington 
believe can protect Japan from a North 
Korean missile attack. 

China must accept that Japan is en- 
titled to protect itself against the threat of 
a ballistic missile strike from North Ko- 
rea. The missile defense system ispurely 
defensive and would only be effective 
against a handful of single-warhead mis- 


siles of the kind possessed by North 
Korea. Such a limited shield would not be 
effective against China's more sophis- 
ticated and numerous missile arsenal. 

The more China criticizes the shield, 
the more likely it is that Japan and the 
United States will deploy the system, and 
consider extending its coverage to Tai- 
wan. which is China’s real concern. 
Thus, a continuation of China's anti- 
shield rhetoric is only likely to result in 
the outcome Beijing most fears. This is 
neither good politics nor sound-strategy. 

In exchange for China's acquiescence 
to die deployment of the system in Ja- 
pan. Tokyo and Washington should 
pledge not ro extend the missile shield to 
Taiwan. Widening the shield’s mantle 
would be certain to provoke Beijing 
because Taiwan does not face an im- 
mediate threat from North Korea. 

Both China and the United States 
should ensure that their respective 
hawks to not derail the limited rap- 
prochement that has been achieved 
through considerable diplomatic effort 
There is simply no sensible alternative to 
managing the differences that will con- 
tinue to bedevil such a key relationship. 

Western critics of China are unlikely 
to bring about the change of behavior 
they desire by shrill and emotional de- 
nunciations of Chinese perfidy. On the 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Fighting in the Balkans 

Washington suites that there is solid 
support from all NATO countries for the 
military action in Yugoslavia. [ can tell 
you that here in Greece I have not met one 
person who has not condemned both 
NATO and the United States. 

I cannot see how you can bomb 
someone into signing a peace agree- 
ment. Not only has NATO ser a dan- 
gerous precedent by attacking a sov- 
ereign country without United Nations 
backing, but any Serbs who were sym- 
pathetic to the West will instead be bitter 
„ and distrustful for yeans to come. 

A MARK WEINSTEIN. 

Athens. 

Will the world be different after the 
NATO air strikes against Yugoslavia? 
Yes, it will. The NATO action is an 
invitation to other dictators to get their 
hands on nuclear weapons. If Slobodan 
Milosevic had them, NATO would have 
reacted in a different way. 

ANDREAS SCHMIDT-GAYK. 

Hannover. Germany. 

NATO leaders should have foreseen 
the likelihood that Slobodan Milosevic 
would use the cover of bombing to con- 
duct “ethnic cleansing” on a massive 
scale. In my view, the bombing and earli- 
er threat to bomb were mistakes. Now it 
will probably require ground troops and 
more bombing to save the Kosovars who 
have not already fled their country. 

In hindsight, more efforts should have 
been made To build institutions and civil 
society organizations in the region. Cer- 
tainly. the financial and human costs 
would have been far lower. 

L. MICHAEL HAGER. 

Rome. 

The UN Charter states that the ag- 
gressor is the one who attacks a sovereign 
country by intervening in its internal af- 
fairs. Serbia did not attack a NATO coun- 
try and there is no legal basis for the 
bombing. NATO is an aggressor. 

Many Serbian cultural monuments 
are in Kosovo, which has more than 200 
medieval churches and monasteries. The 
greatest and most famous monastery in 
Kosovo is the one in Gracartica. This 
i monastery is protected by Unesco. Stop 

l^he bombing. , . . 

Our country was twice attacked in this 
century. In both ware we were the first to 
fi£ht against hegemontsm, totalitarian- 
ism. fascism, nazism, and all unaccept- 
' able ideologies. After the two world wars. 


Serbs were recognized as a proud people 
that first rose up against violence. And 
now, we are brutally attacked by NATO 
forces. Once again, we raise our voice 
against aggression and we know that in 
the end everybody will know that our 
people were the first to fight against this 
so-called New World Order. Stop this 
bombing and do not start World War ID. 

ILUA DJEKIC 
Belgrade. 

The NATO policy of bombing Serbia 
instigated by the United States and Bri- 
tain is wrong. The Serbs kill innocent 
people. So. in retaliation, we kill in*- 
nocent people. What kind of policy is 
that? It is no policy. It is stupidity. 

The nationality tangle in the region 
has a long and deeply rooted history. 
Neither side is innocent. Neither side is 
completely wrong. 

Maybe someday Washington will learn 
the lesson that diplomacy for the long 
term is more effective than diplomacy for 
the short run. It is certainly more effective 
than bombing. People on the street here 
want to know if the Americans can do 
anything other than bomb those who 
thwart their will. What can I answer ? 

GEORGE STRONG. 

Leiden. Netherlands. 

Having just returned from Europe and 
having seen at close hand the reaction in 
many places to the bombing. 1 cannot help 
but wonder whether similar street demon- 
strations were occurring when the Serbs 
were routinely slaughtering Bosnians and 
Albanians. If not. why nor.’ 

Is there a double standard that some- 
how tolerates cruel perpetration of an 
injustice but is intolerant of a reaction to 
prevent that injustice? 

The arguments that more negotiations 
could have helped is naive — there have 
been coundess meetings with Slobodan 
Milosevic. How many more meetings 
have to occur before one concludes that 
he is operating deceitfully and is using the 
extra tune to perpetrate more injustices? 
If Mr. Milosevic were an honorable man 
he would not be killing innocent people. 

Unfortunately, people like Mr. Mi- 
losevic understand only two things — 
resolve and force. 

THOMAS CROWLEY. 

College Station. Texas. 

These are die facts: 

• The NATO attack on Yugoslavia 
will cost the alliance a lot of money. 

• A lot of Americans, Englishmen and 
other NATO soldiers will die. 


• The people of Yugoslavia are suf- 
fering in bomb shelters. 

• The protection of the Albanians is 
not the reason for the attacks on Serbia. 

• Yugoslavia is not attacking any oth- 
er country in the region or the world. 

• President Bill Clinton and his “com- 
panions" in this absurd adventure are 
destabilizing the entire region, risking a 
long-term war in Europe. 

• NATO is promoting the goals of 
groups engaged in terrorism and heroin i 
trafficking. 

MILAN ORLOVIC. 

Belgrade. 

The demagogue and war criminal 
Slobodan Milosevic has reduced NATO 
to a state of apoplexy. Venting wrath has 
become policy. 

The goal may have been to protect the 
civilian population of Kosovo from ex- 
termination, but the consequences of the 
bombing have been an acceleration of 
the mayhem and massacres. The NATO 
response seems to be: It has not worked 
so Far, so we need to do it more. 

BERNE WEISS. 

Budapest. 

We are witnessing a new page of 
Balkan. European and world history be- 
ing written. It is a page that brings great 
worry and sorrow to my bean and that is 
once again being written in blood. 

We have awoken to a new world, a 
world bereft of order. It was not brought 
to us by the Balkan powder keg. bur by 
cruise missiles and B-52 bombers. 

The Yugoslav peoples have built their 
existence on the blood-soaked fields of 
the Balkans! They have paid in blood for 
the freedom of their land. And that is 
why today, these people would rather be 
bombed titan allow NATO to dictate 
their internal affairs. 

Slobodan Milosevic is no angel, but 
we seem to forget that there are always 
two sides in a conflicL 

Instead, we see a world where the 
conventions of the UN are shoved aside 
and fully ignored. This precedent leaves 
the world with a military police that can 
strike at whim, especially if a situation 
suits its “security interests.” 

Once upon a lime there was a country, 
in the Balkans. But do not shed a tear for 
it, people of the world. Weep for the 
future of your own children,, for today, 
they have been given a world with a 
tragic new order. 

GORAN’ D. BUTORAC. 

Toronto. 


other hand, Beijing must understand that 
it cannot dictate the behavior of its neigh- 
bors by applying coercive power. 

The United States and China have a 
broader obligation to ensure that their 
bilateral problems do not become a 
source of regional tension. 

In a strategic relationship of this im- 
portance. divorce on the grounds of an 
irretrievable breakdown is simply not a 
sane option. 

The writer, director of the Asia-Pa- 
cific Program at AustraVym National 
University's Strategic and Defense Stud- 
ies Center, contributed this comment to 
the International Herald Tribune. 


Sydney’s bright new image under- 
scores how cities once seen as distant 
and economically irrelevant — a famed 
Australian author wrote of fee “tyranny 
of distance" that marginalized his coun- 
try’s economy — .are now able, via in- 
stant communications; to be major play- 
ers in the new globalized age. 

With Sydney in the lead, Australia is 
experiencing a boom in banking, tech- 
nology, business services. . 

It rivals the United States as the most 
Internet-connected nation on the globe. 
The position of the Intemationai date 

MEANWHILE' 

line allows Sydney to open world mar- 
kets each trading day. In addition, the city 
is attracting large numbers of major cor- 
porations. including American Express, 
State Streer Bank & Trust and Bankers 
Trust, which have chosen to put their 
Southeast Asian headquarteis here. 

The old Australian staples of mutton, 
wool, beef and coal exports have not 
disappeared. But now they are just foot- 
notes to the conntzy’s economy. 

There has been an equally dramatic 
change from the bland white homogen- 
eity of early Australia. 

This, remember, is the continent that 
first opened to Western settlement as a 
convict colony — the place to dispatch 
brigands, thieves and murderersr that old 
England chose to send to the underside 
of the globe. 

But since the 1970s “white Australia” 
policies have been abandoned. Sydney in 
particular has become a rich melange of 
peoples from such far-flung spots as Leb- 
anon. Chile. Greece, Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam and China. Roughly 15 percent 
of the people of New South Wales now 
speak a language other than English at 
home — most commonly Italian, Greek, 
Arabic, Chinese or Spanish. 

Especially significant, says Greg 
Sheridan, foreign editor of The Aus- 
tralian, is that a country that once 
defined its identity by rejection of Asia 
has opened- its arms ro people from In- 
donesia to Vietnam, Pakistan to Afghan- 
istan. And not only by immigration but 
by a variety of people-to-peopie inter- ’ 
actions — thousands of Asians have 
come to Australia for education and 
tourism and for services ranging from 
medicine to architecture. 


Participants in a study mission or- 
ganized by the Seattle Chamber of Com* 
merce, visiting Sydney Iasi month, were 
startled to hear leading Sydneysiders not 
only acknowledge rising niukicujlunir 
ism in their city and across Australia, but 
celebrate it as a force behind their eco- 
nomic succfess, 

Michael Egan, the New South Wales 
treasurer, highlights the switch ot 
Sydney from “one of the most inward- 
looking, insular- monoculture! cities on 
earth”, to a “fabulously multicultural 
place.” The transformation has “done 
wonderful things for the soul of our City 

— it" is" now far more cosmopolitan, a 
great citv on earth.” Mr. Egan said. 

• It is a£so proof of Australia's power of 

redemption, Mr. Egan - adds, noting that 
two ofhis great-grandparents arrived on 
Jan. 28, 1788. escaping hanging in Bri- 
tain by being dispatched to the convict 
colony for crimes they had committed. 

Sydney leaders now boast that their 
city has 40 percent of Australia’s speak- 
ers of Malay. Japanese and other Asian 
languages. 

With today’s instant communica- 
tions, noted Loftus Harris, director-gen- 
eral of economic development for New 
South Wales, “We can handle semce 
calls from all over Asia, answering in an 
appropriate language from wherever the 
phone rings.” Indeed, the call center 
business is booming. . 

Richard Humphrey, chairman of the 
Australian Stock Exchange- speaks of 
how Sydney has built on the assets of 
competitive costs and a stable demo-, 
cratic political system to create South- 
east Asia’s' largest stock, futures and 
bond markets. He does not fail to in- 
clude: “a skilled work force that is sig- 
nificantly multilingual.” 

One can say dial great cities, from the 
dawn of histoiy. have welcomed new- 
comers, “foreigners.” the purveyors of 
new goods and cultures and ideas. Read 
the history of ancient city-states, from 
Athens to Venice to Hamburg, and that 
lesson rings through. 

What Sydney underscores is the ca- 
pacity of globalization to fast-forward 
die process, to create ideas and excite- 
ment and hope through opening win- 
dows — windows of personal contact, 
windows of cyber-sped contact. 

None of this guarantees the death of 
old prejudices, or making correct eco- 
nomic decisions. Nor does Sydney's 
modern-day good fortune excuse a his- 
tory as dismal toward Aborigines as 
America's mistreatment of its native 
peoples. 

What Sydney does represent is a 2 1st 
century wake-up call for every com- 
placent city around the world: Open your 
doors, and welcome the world, its people 

— and the future. 

Pmi lb lien CitilUfi. 
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If you are interested in investing in 
Kazakhstan, the International Herald Tribune’s 
Almaty Investment Summit is this year's 
meeting to attend. 

With the support of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and the Kazakhstan government, 
this summit will provide a valuable insight into 
the investment opportunities Kazakhstan has 
to offer. 

For. further information, please contact: 

Brenda Erdmann Hagerty, International Herald Tribune 
40 Marsh Wall, London ET4 9TP 
Tel. [44 171) 510 5707 Fax: [44 171] 987 3463 
E-mail: summit@iht.com 
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From Pristine Alpine Slopes to the Glories of Oahu 

Over the Mom tains and Down to the Beach After the Avalanches , Europe Skis Into prm fc. 



By Craig R. Whitney 

Vu ftuk Timet Serine 


P ARIS — Skiers and 
ski-resort operators 
in the Alps live for 
snow, but some of 
the heaviest snowfalls this 
century mined deadly this 
winter' setting off a series of 
avalanches in February. 

For all but the hardest-hit 
resort, in Galtuer. Austria, 
where 32 vacationers and six 
villagers died in a devastating 
slide Feb. 23, fear of more 
tragedies has gradually re- 
ceded as warmer weather has 
packed down the snow. 

In the higher resorts in 
France. Switzerland. Iraly and 
Austria, tourism officials ex- 
pect the slopes to remain open 
through the end of April, even 
"into May in some cases, with 
some of the best laie-season 
skiing in years. In German- 
speaking Switzerland, skiers 
in Davos, Klosters and St. 
Moritz are going home with 
reports of excellent conditions 
that are expected to last. 

“We’ve had a good amount 
of snow this winter, not a rec- 
ord amount, and the season 
will continue through to April 
25." said Hubert Schwaizler. 
a hotel owner and tourism of- 
ficial in che Vorarlberg resort 
of Lech in western Austria, a 
couple of mountain ridges 
away from Galtuer. 


No beach in Hawaii can be privately owned, and access must be free to at!. 


By Howard W. French 

,Vm Yi-rk Ttmti Sen'll* 



CNOLULU. Hawaii — As 
visitors from even the nearest 
cities on the mainland United 

Slates know, any trip to Oahu 

takes at least six hours of air travel. 

And from the East Coast, the trip can 
be twice that, or more. Such is the price 
of getting to the island that is home to 
Honolulu, and of seeing the sights and 
enjoying all that makes Oahu the fa- 
vorite island of those who know Hawaii 
well. . 

Oahu offers a multitude of virtues: 
from the natural beauty of its mountains 
and beaches, to the easily-worn East- 


meets-Wesi cosmopolitanism of Hon- 
olulu. Hawaii’s capital and only big city. 
And for an island that can seem almost 


overrun with tourists — especially the 
first-time visitors who haunt Waikiki 
Beach — many of Oahu s charms are, il 
not exactly undiscovered, still very 
much unspoiled. 

Where there are virtues, there is often 
a vice, however: Oahu's ever more bur- 
densome traffic. Much of the morning 
and afternoon here resembles a nonstop 
rush hour. Still, almost any ride of any 
distance on this island, no matter how 
routine, is studded with spectacular 
views. 


A JAGGED LINK Take the Pali Highway, 
for example. One of three main express- 
ways that snake over the impressive, 
jagged peaks ol the island s mountain- 
ous backbone, the Koolau Range, it links 
the bedroom communities of the north- 
ern side of the island with Honolulu's 


orderly quiet, low-slung buildings and 
Main Sireei feel. 

Just beyond Kaneohe lies an even 
smaller and quieter community. Kailua, 
where vou'll find Kailua Beach Park, 
one of Oahu's best public answers to the 
exclusive resorts. 

Here, on one of the more beguiling 
beaches in the world, tourists are rel- 
atively few. 

Generously shaded by the long- 
needled ironwood pines that sway grace- 
fully in the breeze, the park has well- 
kept public showers, and tables and 
benches for the weekend picnickers who 
congregate here. 

On weekends, pickup games of vol- 
levball run pretty much continuously, 
and the air is filled with the aroma of 
small charcoal barbecues. 

Just beyond the fringe of shaded park 
land lies a white sand beach that sweeps 
crescentitke to enclose a picture perfect 
blue-green bay. The waters are gentle 
year-round and the beach's incline very 
shallow, making it an ideal place tor 
small children. 

A mile or so to the southeast is a 
swimming spot that some say is even 
more beautiful — Lanikai Beach, 
blessed not only with same lovely white 
sand and warm waters but also with the 
Mokulua islets, two small and pictur- 
esque atolls a short distance offshore. 
This mile-long beach is more exclusive, 
onlv because it is hidden from easy view 
behind the private waterfront homes of 
Kailua. 

But no beach in Hawaii can be 
privately owned, and access must be free 
to all. To reach Lanikai Beach, all one 
need do is walk down one of the sandy 


Pipeline, and Waimea Bay are spots 


where surfing legends are made in front 
of large crowds of onlookers during the 
winter surfing season. 

Less well known to the hordes of 
visitors drawn by the spectacle of dare- 
devil surfers wiping out in 15-foot i5- 
meter I waves is one of the most peaceful 
places on Oahu: Puu O Mahuka Heiau 
State Monument. The site, overlooking 
Waimea Bay, is accessible after a mod- 
est hike or* short drive into cool and 
forested hills from Kamehameha High- 
wav. 


Zen-Like Simplicity 


This is the site of one of a number of 
heiau. traditional Hawaiian places of 
worship, that can be seen throughout the 
islands, many devoted to healing 
through herbs, meditation and ritual sac- 
rifice. This one. with its Zen-like sim- 
plicity. broad open space — enclosed 
only bv waist-high walls of hand-laid 
volcanic stone — and sacrificial altar, is 
my favorite. „ _ . 

Even though visitors will usually find 
themselves alone here, people still come 


digging out Lech, nearby 
Zuers and St. Anton were all 
cut off for nearly two weeks 
by the heavy February snow- 
fall when authorities closed 
roads and even the rail line 
from Zurich to Innsbruck be- 
cause of the danger of ava- 
lanches. '“From the end of 
February until March 6." 
Schwarzler said, "hotels in 
Lech were only about half full 
because people were afraid 
and canceled their reserva- 
tions. But by mid-March we 
were back up to about 95 per- 
cent capacity'.” 

That was not the case in 
Galtuer. “March is usually 
the best month of the year, but 
hardly anybody came this 
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A crevasse in the mountains near Chamonix in the French Alps. 


Evolene in the French-speak- 
ing Valais region killed seven 
people, was also hard hit. 

“The fear didn't go away,” 
said a tour operator in the Val- 
ais. Hundreds of thousands of 
people were stuck in Swiss ski 
resorts for days when roads 
were closed because of the 
danger of avalanches. Others 
couldn't get in to occupy the 


safe as ever. That never means 
100 percent safe in any. ski 
resort, and avalanches in the 
Alps remain possible as the 
weather warms up, authorities 
warn, particularly if skiers 
disregard warnings and 
wander off piste. 


the slopes of Mont-Blanc, 
that took 12 lives on Feb. 9. 
For three weeks after that. 
Montroc was practically 
deserted, according to offi- 
cials in that hamlet. 

But when French school 
vacations started later in Feb- 


anaer uu uuw. , . , 

Three skiers who did that in. ruary few people canceled 
Val di Roia in the Alto Adige their reservations in Chamo- 
region of the Italian Dolomites nix, said Delphine Rey . a vd- 


cou Idn 't cet in to occupy the region oi me uanou uuiw.ul« - . . 

hardly anybody crane this ««» d« “ SSTSSMlE?3 
. “ h , er _ in^tke wurism officials diere said. percent cancellations for ihe 

month as a whole. 


said Walter Gerhard, tourism coming. Authorities in the tourism <^ciaJs there said. 
sDokesman for the village. Valais spent generously on The French Alps were 
P Switzerland- where an ava- publicity trying to reassure struck by an ^ductae at 
lanche Feb 2 1 in the viUage of skiers that the slopes were as Montroc, near Chamonix on 
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offering to the spirits small gifts, like 
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coins or stones, often wrapped in the 
long leaves of the Ti plant. Given the 
serenitv of the monument, it is a bit 
difficult to imagine that it was a place of 
worship to che Hawaiian god of war, Ku. 
in whose name human sacrifices were 
once made. 

Below the gentle slope of the temple 
plateau lies a placid network of tidal 
pools. The mountains and ocean, with its 
swells reduced by the distance to seem- 
ing playfulness. *form the backdrop to 
one of Hawaii's most bew itching places 
to watch the sun set. 










The crater of the Kuko volcano on Oahu. 


business district, it winds gently up into 
the heavily forested heighis overlooking 
the capital, before cresting near a major 
landmark in the islands’ history,: the spot 
where King Kamehameha defeated hi- 
Iasi major rival in 1795, unifying the 
island chain for the first time under one 
man’s rule. 

Here, at the Pali Lookout, great gray- 
slabs of clouds bank up against the sheer 
cliffs where the victorious king is said to 
have disposed of his enemies, casting 
them to their deaths hundreds of feel 
below. 

In the early morning hours, and es- 
pecially in the magical” light of late af- 
ternoon. the lookout is a world of sooth- 
ing quiet and luminous green. From the 
Pali Lookoui. you can easily lose your- 
self gazing at* the lush and peaceful 
Kaneohe Plain below, with the shocking 
blue of the Pacific just beyond. In the 
opposite direction, lies the bone white 
skyline of Honolulu. 

Continuing on the Pali Highway to the 
windward northeast coast of Oahu, one 
first enters Kaneohe, originally a small 
farming community that has grown up a 
sood bft. but somehow still retains much 
of the feel of 1950s America, with its 


alleys that separate private property 
every 50 yards or so. Because of the 
atolls, this* beach is especially popular 
among kayakers and cancers. 

Although most people drive straight 
through the Kaneohe area on their w ay to 
somewhere else, it has several inter- 
esting sites worthy of a close look. 


A MONG them is the Byodo-ln 
Temple, a 1968 replica of a fa- 
mous temple of the same name 
in Japan, which attests in its majestic 
way to the cultural influence of the Jap- 
anese. who have been immigrating to 
Hawaii for more than 100 years. 
Kaneohe is also home to the 400-acre 
• 120-hectarei Hoomaiuhia Botanical 
Garden, which includes a trail that winds 
past a 32-acre lake, and the private 
Haiku Gardens, one of Hawaii’s most 
beautiful and a popular place for outdoor 
weddinss. 

From* this comer of the island, the 
Kamehameha Highway follows the 
coust north to the North Shore of Oahu, 
made famous by the surfing culture and 
competitions that abound there. Places 
like Sunset Beach, the nearby Ehukai 
Beach, home of the so-called Banzai 


blessed antidote Oahu offers uny 
number of other antidotes to the ordinary 
tourist circuit. While Pearl Harbor is a 
prime stop for sightseers, another way to 
see it is from the mountains above, and 
one is far less likely to face crowds there. 
The Aiea Loop l rail, a 4.5-mile waLk in 
the magnificent eucalyptus-forested 
cool of the Koolau Range is the way to 
get there. 

Another hike ir. the mountains just 
north of downtown Honolulu is the two* 
□nd-a-half-mile Makiki Loop Trail, 
which affords some of the best views oi 
the capital. 

During the steep ride up the mountain 
be sure to keep the windows down to 
appreciate the fragrance oi wild singer, 
mango, guava, eucalyptus and bamboo. 
Generations of Haw onans have told sto- 
ries of teenage and other loves sealed or 
celebrated iii the roadside scenic view- 
spots. 

An ideal spot to stop for lunch on the 
way up or down i> the terrace cate of the 
Contemporary Museum, a mountainside 
estate whose rolling, immaculate gar- 
dens were converted into a showcase for 
large and abstract outdoor sculpture. .An 
indoor gallery houses rotating collec- 
tions of painting and other an. 

To the east of Honolulu lie suburbs 
like Koko Head and Hawaii Kai. and 
farther along, around the tip of the is- 
land. WaimanaJo. a farming community. 
Rugged Hanaumu Bay." where surf 
crashes incessantly onto the steep, vol- 
canic shoreline. is*a highlight of a drive 
along this road. 

At the Halona Blowhole, every few 
minutes the waves force great spouts of 
water to erupt through an old volcanic 
lava lube. In w inter, humpback w hales 
can be spoiled on their way from the 
North Pacific. 

Just to the left of the blow hole, hidden 
by the craggy volcanic cliffs but ac- 
cessible through a short clnr.b down to 
the shore, is Halona Cove, the small spit 
of sand where Burt Lancaster and De- 
borah Ken embraced in “From Here to 
Eternity.” 

Chances ore good that, given the pop- 
ularity of Hanauma Bay and the famous 
Sandy Beach, close by at the eastern tip 
of the island, you could enjoy this spot 
all alone, too. 



Feu people canceled resenations in Chamonix as a result of the avalanches. 


| HE Chamonix Web site 
(www.chemonix.eoni) 
_ was reporting more 
than two meters of snow on 
higher slopes in mid-March. 
Similar conditions at Cour- 
chevel lured Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin there for a ski 
weekend with his wife just 
before St. Patrick’s Day. 

But Estelle Jouand, a tour- 
ism official for the Savoie re- 
gion, said til at resorts there 
were at only three-quarters ca- 
pacity in the last week of Feb- 
ruary, when avalanches were 
big news in Switzerland and 
Austria. Normally at that 
time, she said, 85 to 90 per- 
cent of the 423,500 hotel beds 
in Savoie would be occupied. 

Antonio Di Giandomenico. 
head of the tourist board in 
Abruzzo. said that the imme- 
diate effect of the avalanches 
in Italy was a short-lived, 
slight dip in hotel bookings. 
But the tourist flow quickly 
returned to normal, he said. 
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Back to Basics: The Paris Bistro 


By Patricia Wells 

rn.itr.iti.il Ho jU TnhuiiK 


P ARIS — Paris is full of those 
funky old bistros, with weird 
name» like Le Buisson Ar- 
dent (the Burning Bush) and 
the sort of decor your great-grand- 
mother might have created — wagon- 
wheel chandeliers, dusty murals of un- 
explained bucolic scenes and w’alis that 

are repainted every decade or so in 
classic eggshell tones. 

One by one. these old spots — many 
of whichtost their appeal as well as their 
clientele years ago — are being re- 
newed in spirit but not in decor. And I 
am all for that. One of the more suc- 
cessful is Le Buisson .Ardent, one of a 
series of 1940s neighborhood bistros 
along what was then the wholesale w ine 
market and is today the horror of mod- 
em architecture, the Jussieu university. 

New owners — the Duclos brothers. 
Francois in the dining room and Phil- 
ippe at the stove — have breathed new 
life into the Left Bank spot, which has 
managed to retain a village- like charm, 
with high ceilings, square-tiled floors 
and classic Thoriet chairs. With a line- 
up of dishes that are modem and cre- 
ative. a bargain 90-franc (S 15.1 menu at 
lunch and a 1 60-franc menu at lunch or 
dinner, they are sure to win. 

Starters include warm goat cheese 
and ham wrapped in pastry, all set on a 
bed of julienned vegetables, followed 
by such classics as onglet Je veait. 
deliciously chewy veal flank steak. 


served w ith a sadly undercooked potato 
cake wrapped in bacon, and an ex- 
cellent version of braised souris d’ ag- 
ue tw. that meaty muscle attached to the 
tip of the bone of the leg of lamb. 

Other tempting creations include 
roast chicken with buttery lentils: crab 
ravioli floating in a lemongrass broth, 
and roast suckling pig with seared foie 
gras. The wine list could use some 
attention tour Beaujolais Moulin a 
Veni was drinkable, but no more), and 
the chef gets a bravo for attempting 
homemade bread, but it's anemic and 
needs great help. 

□ 

It's the son of place you would prob- 
ably not wander into on your own, one 
of those nondescript cafSs on a quiet side 
street. But take another look and you’ll 
see that Le Mauzac is bursting at the 
seams with a faithful clientele that will 
follow the owners, Christine and Jean- 
Michel Delhoume. anywhere. They 
once ran Les Pipes wine bar nearby. 

In one comer, a fat golden mongrel 
snoozes on the floor. In another, a hat 
rack tumbles over, burdened with the 
weight of winter. Men sit alone with 
their ballons Je rouge and a platter of 
sausages, while a child sits at the bar 
doing his homework. 

It's a pure 5th arrondissemem neigh- 
borhood scene, and everyone who’s 
here knows exactly what they want that 
day. Most don't even bother with a 
menu, since they came for the fat and 
juicy angler de hoeuf. beef flank steak. 


teamed up with you-can’t-stop-eaiing- 
thera frites, or the Friday specials of 
sautf ed ere ve ties and a mound of deep- 
fried salt cod. Another good bet might 
be the first-course planer of museau de 
pore, headcheese, sliced paper thin and 
topped with marinated onions and a 
puckery vinaigrette. On my last visit, I 
adored the filet mignon de pore, ex- 
cellent pork tenderloin bathed in a 
creamy mustard sauce. 

The wine list is ever-changing, so il is 
best to check out the list at the bar before 
you settle down. Some good bets include 
Rhone offerings from Corrine Couturier 
aiRabasse-Charavin, or Marcel Richaud 


in Cairanne. In good weather, the terrace 


is a fine place tor lunch, along the tree- 
lined Rue de I'Abbe de I'Epee. 

Le Buisson Ardent . 25 Rue Jussieu. 
Paris 5: tel: 01-43-54-93-02: fax: 01- 
46-33-34-77. Closed Saturday lunch. 
Sunday, the month of August and one 
week at Christmas. Credit cards: Visa. 
American Express. 90-franc lunch 
menu. 160-franc dinner menu. A la 
cane, 220 to 230 francs, including 
sen-ice and wine. 

Le Mauzac, 7 Rue de I’Ahhe de 
I'Epee. Paris 5: tel : 01-46-33-75-22. 
Closed Saturday for dinner, Sunday 
and three weeks in August. Credit 
cards: Visa , Mastercard, Diners Club. 
A la carte, 150 to ISO francs, including 
service but not wine. 


Patricia Wells can be reached on the 
Web at: www.patriciawells.com 
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MOVIE GUIDE 


office Space 

Directed hy Mike Judge. US. 

■ Office Space,” a knowing, somewhat 
flight, often hilarious send-up of cubicle 
culture, exploits the yuks in the chronic 
misery of those routinely exposed to the 
monotonous gray of corporate minds and 
company decor. Set in a nondescript 
InitechCorp., the film focuses on a clutch 
of white-collar wage slaves in ihe throes 
of existential dread. They work hard, 
come in on time and do what they are told 
(no matter how ridiculous). In return. 
they receive a modest paycheck and on 
special occasions, a sheet cake. They 
endure inane memos, inept managers, 
tickle copiers and windows that won't 
open. They attend motivational seminars, 
work on weekends and kid each other, 
about going postal. All the while, they're 
caged in their cubicles, which provide 
neither privacy nor solace, but serve as 
constant reminders that they don’t merit 
ceilings and doors. Written and directed 
by Mike Judge of 11 Be avis and Butt- 
head” and “King of the Hill,” this live- 
action film aims ar a more career-minded 
crowd than either of those TV sit-toons. 
Yet Peter Gibbons (Ron Livingston) and 
his cronies at Initech Corp. are no less 
befuddled by their circumstances than 
Judge's cartoon characters. Peter, a dis- 
pirited desk jockey in his mid-20s, hates 
his job. but fears losing it just the same. In 
desperation, he consults an •'occupation- 
al hypnotherapist.” who suffers a fatal 
heart attack before waking Peter from a 
trance. Now freed of his fears and anxi- 
eties. he decides that work, like paying 
the bills, is no fun at all and maybe he just 
won't do it anymore. To the astonishment 
of his smarmy boss [Gary Cole), Peter 
starts coming" in later and’ later and fre- 
quently doesn't show up at all. His col- 
leagues figure he’ll get the ax. Instead 
he’s given a promorion when a pair of 
efficiency experts determine that he's a 
"straight shooter with upper manage- 
ment written all over him.” Based on 
three of Judge's early animated shorts, 
the film lacks a unifying theme and a 
compelling story line. But as social satire, 
it sure hits close to home for many a 
corporate drone. (Rita Kempley, WPi 

Private Confessions 

Directed by Lit- Vllmaim. Sweden. 

In "Private Confessions.” an unfaithful 
wife hesitates beside the telephone, won- 
dering whether to call her lover. Wen? it 
not for this scene’s period clothing and 
antique instrument, there would be little 
abour the moment to anchor it in 1925. 
though that is when most of this sens- 
itively acted, extraordinarily pedigreed 
film takes pbce. Wrinen by Ingmar Berg- 
man. directed by Liv Ulbnann, shot by 
Sven Nyfcvjst and starring Pemiila Au- 
gust. who expands upon her performance 
as Anna Bergman in “The Best Inter)- 



AjavNaidii, iefi. and David Herman in * 'Office Space. 


cions,” "Private Confessions” has a be- 
havioral acuity that defies any particular 
time period. Once again Bergman writes 
about his stem father and privileged, rest- 
less mother as if they were his intimates 
rather than his parents. Again he finds 
something universal in their marital dif- 
ficulties. which are envisioned here with 
pitiless frankness and also, ultimately, 
with overwhelming compassion. And 
Ullmann. who faced the connubial crises 
of Bergman's great, piercing "Scenes 
From a Marriage” with soul-Jbaring in- 
tensity, takes a similar tack in directing 
August here. "Private Confessions" be- 
gins and ends with explicitly religious 
references that suit Anna's search for ab- 
solution. The story begins in a church- 
yard. where Anna approaches the fatherly 
priest she calls Uncle Jacob (Max von 
Sydow. who did play Anna's actual father 
in "The Best Intentions”), in need of 
help. She tells him about her unhappiness 
with. Henrik (Samuel Froler) and about 
her affair with a married friend named 
Tomas (Thomas Hanzon). August's de- 
liberately matronly, plain countenance 
tells its own story, one of frustrated pas- 
sion and wild longing for escape. As she 
has her confrontation with Henrik in the 
film's next sequence, her desperation 
comes to the fore. Though Ullmann 
makes the spouses' conversation so 
Bergmanesque that at first Anna's rev- 
elation prompts more gloom than fury, the 
sequence escalates into the film's most 
searing argument, a fight that defines the 
marriage even while tearing it apart. The 
bitter words heard here could leave scars 
forever, if “Private Confessions” were 
not fundamentally about how passions 
chanae over time. {Janet Masiiti. ATT I 


Cherry Blossom Time in Tokyo 
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Ca Commence Aujourd'hui 

Directed by Bertrand Tavernier. 
France. 

Daniel (Philippe T orrelon), the son of a 
miner in Valenciennes, France, has in- 
herited a tough life. A kindergarten 
principal, he grapples with the drama of 
jobless parents, silent children and an 
administration that bumbles along 
blindly. Written by Tiffany Tavernier 
with Dominique Sampiero. the script is 
inspired by Sampiero 's own experience 
as a kindergarten principal in northern 
France. Bertrand Tavernier invents an 
ambitious docu-drama that opens on an 
alcoholic mother who collapses in the 
schoolyard and culminates with her 
tragedy. With its hand-held camera 
panning, the movie veers from realism 
to melodrama, often with humor and 
heart, not always with success. The 
tempestuous Torreton injects a tone of 
personal indignation into the role of 
Daniel who confronts emergencies 
every minute — the suffering of 
battered children at work, the revolt of 
his girlfriend's child at home. He is 
always saving somebody: When his fa- 
ther has a heart attack, he runs to the 
rescue; when a couple say they can't 
wake up in time to send their kid to 
school, he tells them off. In Daniel, 
there’s a stubborn, brutish boy too at- 
tached to his kindergarten for the taste 
of flamboyant Valeria (Maria Pitar- 
resi). She wants grown-up behavior — 
marriage and a baby — old hat for 
young militants. This mix of realism 
and sentimentalism suits a declamatory 
movie that shouts it's good intentions 
and a director who believes in perilous 
enterprises. {Joan Dupont, IHT.i 


By Stephanie Strom 

AW yert Time:. Service 

T OKYO— -The sakura "front' ' is 
already moving up the Japanese 
archipelago, working its magic 
on a country emerging from 
winter, if not from its economic slump. 

In Tokyo the anticipation of the sakura, 
cherry blossoms, is palpable. Their less- 
celebrated but equally exquisite heralds, 
plum blossoms, have taken their bows, 
and office pools are forming to bet on the 
precise date the cherry trees around the 
Imperial Palace will first unfurl 'their fra- 
gile while blossoms kissed with pink. 

The nightly weather report includes an 
update on any looming acts of God that 
might delay or accelerate the blooming, 
and new employees have been charged 
with their fust responsibility: securing the 
best spot for senior colleagues to enjoy a 
picnic under a canopy of blossoms. In 
congested Tokyo, college graduates who 
have just taken up their fust jobs often 
spend the night before a planned picnic 
sleeping at the site.to reserve tbe space. 

No wonder, then, that during tne few 
precious days that tbe cherry, blossoms 
adorn their trees it seems as if all 12 
million residents are squashed into CJeno 
Park. Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden 
and Chidori-gafuchi, the section of the 
moat along the northwestern perimeter 
of the Imperial Palace grounds that is 
widely regarded as Tokyo's prime 
cherry-blossom viewing spot, with more 
than 1.000 cherry trees. 

The reality is that flowering trees 
abound at this time of year, and the city 
offers plenty of spots to marvel at them. 
If the crowds in Chidori-gafuchi bring 
cm agoraphobia, walk a ways down Yas- 
ukuni Dori to Yasukuni Shrine, which 
honors Japan's war dead. The complex is 
home to hundreds of cherry trees whose 
buds are used to predict the arrival of the 
blossom. A word of warning: Yasukuni 
is also a mecca for the khaki vehicles that 
traverse Tokyo blaring nationalistic mu- 
sic. so viewing cherry blossoms there is 
not always a tranquil experience. 

A personal favorite is Aoyama Bochi 
cemetery in the tony Aoyama district, 
southwest of downtown. Opened in 
1874. it is the resting place of some of 
Japan's most illustrious figures, includ- 
ing Shigeru Yoshida, prime minister 
from after World Wax II until 1954. . 

Another option is to float down the 
Sumida River, which is lined with cherry 
trees. The Tokyo Cruise Ship Company 
operates a 45-minute o-hanami, or 
cherry-blossom viewing, cruise for 
S7.50 (at 1 20 yeti to the dollar). 

The Nezu Institute of Fine Arts, 6-5- 1 
Minami Aoyama. Minato-ku. a little 
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museum near Aoyama Cemetery will 
hold an exhibition of Japanese and 
Chinese traditional an with flower mo- 
tifs through April 18. It will include 
paintings and makie utensils fashioned 
from gold lacquer, some dating from 
15th-century Japan and the southern 
Sung Dynasty, which reigned from the 
10th to the 13th centuries. 

Sensoji, also known as the Asakusa 
Kannon Temple, is perhaps Tokyo’s 
best-known temple complex and the em- 
blem of Shitamachi, or the old city.- 
Equal parts bazaar and temple, Sensoji’s 
festive atmosphere is heightened during 
sakura season. Just inside Kaminarimon 
Gate, home to a massive red lantern that 
weighs almost a ton, is a cluster of stalls 
where merchants sell kitschy souvenirs 
and rice-cracker snacks and sweets. 

The complex features a five-tiered 
pagoda and a beautiful Japanese garden 
called Dempoin. which is part of the 
chief abbot's residence. Dempoin is 
closed Sundays and during religious 
events. Have a hotel clerk call ahead to 
check, and lo let them know you are 
coming. The temple complex is a short 


walk from the Asakusa stop on the Ginza 
subway line or via the Tobu railway. 

Less well known is Taishakuren 
Daflcyoji Temple in Shibamata, another 
pocket of the old city. Taishakuten is 
famous for its elaborately carved walls 
featuring episodes from Buddhist scrip- 
ture. The carvin gs , done in the late J 800s, 
are now encased in a glass box, but 
visitors can walk around the structure 
inside the glass box. The $3.33 entrance 
fee includes the lovely Japanese garden in 
back of the temple. To reach Shibamata. 
take the Keisei Railway to Takasago and 
change to tbe Kanamachi feeder train. 

T HE Edo Tokyo Museum. 1-4-1 
Yokoami. Sumida-ku, offers a 
peek at how Tokyo looked in the 
Edo Period from 1603 to 1868 using 
models of famous areas and structures. 
The museum itself, however, is a tribute 
to the Tokyo that existed in the “bubble’ * 
economy of the 1980s. with its futuristic 
building .of silvery steeL There are also 
models depicting the city during tire 
Meni Period after Edo, the Great Earth- 
quake of 1923 and World War D. 




A THOUSAND SUNS 
Witness lo History 

By Doniinitfue Lapierre. 482 pages. 

$25. Warner Books. 

Reviewed by Colraan McCarthy 

O F his researching a 1965 article for 
Reader's Digest on the bullfighter 
El Cordobes. Dominique Lapierre writes 
that he had "the good fortune” to ac- 
company the matador on his private 
plane flvine around to arenas for the next 
kill. 

Of his successful surgery for a pro- 
state problem. Lapierre details his 
‘ ’good fortune" at beating cancer. ‘ 

Of his buying a house and a piece of 
vineyard in Sainl-Tropez on the French 
Riviera. Lapierre wonders “how long 
would it take me to discover all the 
secrets of my small paradise? Probably a 
lifetime.” 

With these and some dozen other re- 
portorial accounts of his fortunate ad- 
ventures as jo international author of 
popular history. Lapierre presents him- 
self as both a storyteller and a memoirist 
"in the twilight’ of my life." Better 
known in Europe, where he worked for 
Paris Match, than in North America, he 
co-authored "Is Paris Burning?.” w-hich 
sold more than 5 million copies. Other 
works, including "Oh Jerusalem" and 
"The Fifth Horseman.” also authored 
w ith Lurry Collins, brought him wealth 
and celebrity. 

"A Thousand Suns" is an engaging 
collection of stories about people who. 
Lapierre writes, have "a taste for noble 
causes” and a "rage to overcome ad- 
versity.” A weakness of his prose is that 
some 'of it remains well short of the 
heights of which he writes. His literary 
skills are often Reader's Digest plain and 
Paris Match ordinary. In a few chapters 
— on a maritime hijacker, and on an 
Israeli arms dealer — Lapierre is to 
well-crafted language what Mantovani 
is to classical music: »ctunaitzy but 
passingly entertaining. 

Lapierre does not hide his admiration 
for the "extraordinary people" whose 
stories he tells. In some profiles, a touch 
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of dispassion would have helped. His 
account of the Spanish bullfighter reeks 
of gee-whiz journalism. Not only does 
Lapierre gush at El Cordobes ‘s knack for 
driving swords into the torsos of tor- 
mented and trapped cattle but he admires 
him for "braving the barbs of American 
animal rights activists.” 

Lapierre's lapse is the common one 
among many media people: They be- 
come so chummy with the Great Ones 
that they start lo identify with them. His 
meetings with El Cordobes "are always 
occasions on which to recall, in a flood 
of beer and vino linto, the unforgettable 
events of the extravagant temporadas of 
the sixties.” 

When boozy war stories aren’t being 
told. Lapierre has better, even mem- 
orable. moments. 

His strongest chapter — "A Green 
Room on the Shores of the Pacific” — is 
the account of six visits in 1960 to the 
San Quentin death row cell of Caryl 
Chessman, convicted of robbery arid 
rape. The eventual gassing of Chessman 

— author of “Cell 2455 — Death Row" 

— heaved the nation into a capital pun- 
ishment debate as frenzied as any 
state-sanctioned killing in the past 
half-century. 

Lapierre’ deftly catches the mood of 
the dry: "The most contemptible ar- 
guments were brought to bear," he 
wrote after reading through the tele- 
grams and letters that teemed into the 
office of Governor Edmund Brown of 
California. "Chessman is a Jew and 
Jews always manage to get away with 
it." claimed one letter, while another 
castigated "civil rights defenders and 
other communists who contaminate 
America's true values by coming to 
Chessman's defense." 

One woman promised: "I am a Cath- 
olic and l shall never go tp church again 
if his sentence is commuted." Remind- 
ing people that the Apostle Paul had been 
put to death despite his innocence, one 
Baptist pastor inquired: "Are we to abol- 
ish our laws just because an innocent 
man might be decapitated?" A petition 
signed by 1 2 graduates of the University 
of California' demanded quite simply 
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that Chessman be killed "so that he stops 
being a burden to the taxpayers.” 

Lapierre's reporting of the Chessman 
execution easily earns a high place in 
death penalty literature. 

He can lay solid claim to another 
well-deserved honor: generosity of spir- 
it. For much of the past 20 years. 
Lapierre has put his money — lots of it 
— where his aroused conscience is. 

In the early 1 980s. he immersed him- 
self for two years in the slums of Cal- 
cutta. with research into ihe lives of 
street beggars, the handicapped and the 
dying, filling 20 notebooks and tapes 
with hundreds of hours of interviews. It 
led to "The City of Joy.” which led to 
large royalties, as did "Freedom at Mid- 
night.”" about Gandhi and India's in- 
dependence. Lapierre gave half the in- 
come for medical, housing and educa- 
tional centers in India, and sold his 
spread in Sainl-Tropez to raise money 
for his many India programs. He began a 
foundation to keep the funds flowing. 

Lapierre's final chapter. "Men. 
Women and Children Who Are the Light 
of the World.” reveals a writer far more 
pensive, mature and spiritual than bis 
youthful numskull days of glorifying a 
bullfighter. His prose is sharper. 

The compelling message from this 
final chapter is that writing can and 
should have a purpose well beyond 
paychecks and applause. For Lapierre. 
writing became a form of service, used 
to ease as much of the world’s suffering 
as he could take on personally and. after 
that, bring some literary pleasure into the 
lives of a reader or two. 

Now in his late sixties. Lapierre has 
done that. He has shown how a jife of 
writing can be a life of compassion. How 
many can say that? The poor of Calcutta 
and other areas of India whose pain 
Lapierre has eased have likely never 
read a line he wrote. What they saw in his 
heart, and backed by deeds, meant more 
than what they would have seen in his 
books. 

Colnunt McCarthy, who Jiretls the 
Center for Teaching Peace, wrote this 
for The Washington Post. 


By Alan Truseott 

S OME 4.000 players were 
at the American Contract 
Bridqe League’s Spring Na- 
tionals. Most of the top teams 
included a player-sponsor, 
but there was a major excep- 
tion from the New York area: 
Bob Blanchard. Jim Krekorr- 
an and Mark Feldman of 
Manhattan: Ron Gerard of 
White Plains, and Bill Pollack 
of Warren. New Jersey, with 
Drew Casen of Boca Raton. 
Florida. 

Pollack had reason to be 
happy about the play of the 
diagrammed deal, which 
irose during a game arranged 
Visa practice for the Nationals. 
East’s decision to pass as 
dealer proved to be right, for 
an opening weak two- bid 
would have produced a dou- 
ble from North, a penalty pass 


by South and a score of 800 
for North-South. As if was. 
North pushed aggressively to 
three no-trump and the heart 
queen was led. 

After winning the first trick 


NORTH 
* KQ83 

■r a 

: K J 7 a 
*\762 


WEST 

♦ J10 6 5 

> ASS 

* JSS55 


EAST 

♦ A 9 

r K J S 5 1 2 
v S 4 3 

* l(M 


SOUTH [D> 

♦ 7 42 

7 te S 7 6 J 
v Q 10 2 

* k q 

Both sides were vulnerable, -pie 


bidding: 

East South 

west . 

North 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

l v 

l T 

1 NT. 

Pass 

3 N T. 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



West fed the heart queen. 


with the heart ace. Pollack. 
South, could count eight 
tricks and could see that a 
ninth would be available if 
West held the spade ace. This 
became distinctly unlikely 
when he led to die diamond 
queen and lost to the ace. 

West shifted to a club, won 
in the closed hand with the 
king. South cashed the club 
queen, crossed to the diamond 
king and took the club queen. 
He led to tbe diamond ten and 
reached the position at right, 
needing three more tricks: 
When the heart ten was led 
and the club seven thrown 
from dummy. East was caught 
in an unusual endplay. 

He could score no more 
than three tricks. If he ducked. 
South would lead a spade. He 
chose to take two heart win- 
ners and continue the suit, giv- 
ing South two heart tricks and 
a spade in dummy at the fin- 


ish. Playing the ace and an- 
other spade would have been 
no belter. The best chance 
was to w*in and lead the spade 
nine, but South would have 
won in dummy, cashed die 
diamond jack and led any 
spade, scoring a heart in the 
closed hand at the finish. 

NORTH 
4 KQ83 


WEST 
4 J 10 6 5 


EAST 
4 A 9 
?K J85 

0 — 

4- 


SOUTH 
4 74 
? 10 9 7 6 


M AUSTRIA 

Vienna 

Palais Harrach, tel: (1) 533-7593. 
open daily. To June 6: “Die Pracht 
der Medti: Rorartz und Europe." 
Documents the history of the Mecfici. 
rulers o t Florence from the mid-1 5th 
century to the mid-17th century, and 
the magnificence of their coHectaans. 
Paintings by Botticell, Raphael, 
sculptures by Giambologna, tape- 
stries and weapons are among the 
300 exhibits. 

B BRITAIN 

Edinburgh 

Scottish National Gallery of 
Modem Art, tel: (131) 332-2286. 
open daily. To May 9: “Avlgdor 
Arikha: Selected Paintings and 
Drawings." A retrospective of the 
works of the Israeli draftsman and 
painter (bom 1929). Features 
nudes, still lifes and portraits in oil. 
watercolor and pastel. 

London 

Royal Academy of Arts, te):(l7i) 
300-8000. open daily. Continu- 
ing/ To April 1 8: "Monet in the 20th 
Century.'' Features 80 paintings 
completed in the final decades of 
the artist's life. 

Victoria and Albert Museum, tel: 
(171) 938-8349. open daily. To Ju- 
ly 25: "The Arts ot the Sikh King- 
doms." Documents the cultural 
and religious history of the Stkh 
kingdoms o! the Punjab in the 1 9th 
century. The exhibition features 
paintings, textiles, jewelry and 
weaponry from the treasury of the 
first Sikh mahara|a whose toler- 
ance allowed Hindus, Muslims and 
Sikhs to co-exist peacefully. 
www.vam.ac.uk 

■ZeaEcLZZZZ 

Paris ■ 

Pont des Arts. To May 20: “Ous- 
mane Sow " Installed on a bridge 
over the Seine, about 60 large fig- 
urative sculptures staging Nuba 
wrestlers. Mesai warriors, Peuih 
shepherds and scenes from the 
battle at Little Big Horn by the 
Senegalese artist (bom 1935). 
Musee Cemuschi, tel: 01-45-63- 
50-75. dosed Mondays.. To June 
27. "L'Age d"Or de la Ceramique 
Chinoise. Vle-XIVe Siedes." 
Nearly 100 ceramic pieces from 
the 7th to the 14th centuries that 
highlight the evolution of materials 
and techniques in China. 

j omUMT 

Munich 

Kunsthalle der Hypo-KulturstH- 
tung. tel: (89) 22-78-1 7, open daily. 
To May 30: “Ernst Ludwig Kirch- 
ner." 200 works by Ihe German Ex- 
pressionist painter (1880-1938). 

M H ON GKOWO ~ 

University Museum and Art Gal- 
lery, tel: 2975-5600; dosed Fri- 
days. To July4: "Adornment of the 
Body and Soul: Anaent Chinese 
Ornaments From the Meng- 
cfexuan Collection." A selection ot 
250 personal ornaments dating 
from the Waning States to the 
Ming period Made of bronze, 
bone. gold, silver, jade, agate, am- 
ber and Other semi-predous 
stones, the ornaments Include ear- 
nnga. pendants, combs and belt 
hooks. 

www.hku.hk 

^ ITALY 
Venice 

Palazzo Grassi, tel: (041) 522- 



Porrrait of Ran jit Singh, the first Sikh maharaja of 
the Punjab, in a London exhibition about Sikh arts. 

9875, open daily. Continuing! To from the Barbier-Mueller Codec- 


May 18: “I Maya." Six hundred 
items trace the development of the 
Mayan civilization in Central Amer- 
ica and Mexico. 

www.palazzogra3si.it 
Peggy Guggenheim Collection, 
tel: (041) 520-6288. closed Tues- 
days. To May 24: “Anni Albers." A 
selections weavings, drapery ma- 
terials and wall coverings as wen 
as graphic works by Albers (1 899- 
1994). the wife of Josef Albers and 
a well-known textile designer. The 
exhibition will travel to Bottrop. 
Germany. Pans and New York. 

B^apahZZZZZ 

Tokyo 

Tokyo Station Gallery, tel: (3) 
3212-2485. dosed Mondays. April ] 
3 to May 16: "Twentieth -Century 
Sti/I-Ute Painting s From the Phil- , 
lips Collection." Explores styles I 
and approaches to 20th-century i 
art, from purely representational to 1 
almost abstract still fifes, with ] 
works by Bonnard, Rufino ' 
Tamayo, Man Ray. the Cubist 
painters and such mid-century 
artists as Rouault, Morandi and 
Ben Nicholson. The exhibition will 
travel through Japan. 

B NET HttUHDS 

Amstbidam 

Rijksmuseum, tel: (20) 674-7000. 
open daily. To June 1 3: “The Boat- 
ing World." Japanese scroll patnt- 
.ings dating from the 17th century 
depict the “floating world" or ukto- 
6, with portraits of courtesans, ac- 
tors and depictions of pastimes in 
the Edo period (1600-1368). 

B swi t z t at *h p 

Geneva 

Musee d’Art et cTHfstoire, tel: 
(22) 418-2600, dosed Mondays. 
To Sept. 5: “Between Art and Ritu- 
al: Shields ol Africa. South-East 
Asia and Oceania." Borrowing 


iron, the exhibition attempts to 
show how shields, being endowed 
with magical strength and power, 
are, as such, carefully decorated. 

1 UNITED STATES 

Houston 

Museum of Fine Arts, tel: (713) 


Expressionism to the present 
scene. The collection was as- 
sembled by toe Chase Manhattan 
Corporation. 

www.mfah.org 

New York 

Frick Collection, tel: (212) . To 
Apnl 25: "French and English 
Drawings ol the 18th and 19th 
Centuries From the Nation a) Gal- 
lery of Canada." More than 00 
works by Constable, Hogarth, 
Ruskin, Turner, Bonnard, 
Delacroix, Ingres and Renoir, 
among others. 

www.ft7ck.org 

CLOSING SOON 

Asia 

April 4: "Anaent Egypt Exhibition: 
The Habsburg Collection." Isetan 
Museum of Art in Shinjuku, 
Tokyo. 

Europe 

April 4: “Picasso: Engravings 
1900-1942." Museu Picasso, 
Barcelona. 

April 5: "Gods and Heroes of toe 
Bronze Age: Europe at the Time of 
Ulysses." NaQonalmuseet, 
Copenhagen. 

April 5: “Raeburn's Rival: Archibald 
Sklrving.” Scottish National Por- 
trait Gallery, Edinburgh. 

Apri S: “Samurai & 8ushido. The Mir- 
ror of Japan.” Historical Museum of 
the City of Vienna. Austria 
April 5: “The Magic of Trees." 
Fondation Beyeler, Basle, 
Switzerland. 

SUMMER FESTIVALS 

Monte-Carlo 

Printemps des Arts, tel: (377) 
931 5-8303. fax: 9350-6694. April 3 
to May 8: Open to different musical 
styles, the Printemps offers per- 
formances by toe Ballets de 
Monte-Carlo and the Orchestra 
Philarmonique de Monte<^rto un- 
der Jean Claude Cesadesus and 


639-7300, dosed Mondays and Claudio Abado; recitals by Cecilia 
Contemporary Arts Museum, tel*. ' Bartoli, mezzo-soprano, and fvo 


(71 3) 284-8250. closed Mondays. 
To May 2: “Art at Work: Forty 
Yeats of the Chase Manhattan 
Collection. " The two-part installa- 
tion of 75 paintings, sculptures and 
works on paper charts the major 
movements m postwar Amencan 
and European art. Iran Abstract 


Pogorefich, piano. Julia Migenes is 
the interpreter of her musical cre- 
ation. "Divas au Bond de la Cnse de 
Nerfs." The Cullberg Ballet closes 
the festival with Mats Ek's cho- 
reography of “Giselle." 

Compiled by Elisabeth Hopkins 


Free the press. 

Newseum Radio, Saturdays at 1300 CET, and 
NPR programs such as All Things Considered*, 
Morning Edffion*and Car Talk* ...heard around 
Ihe world via radio, cable and satellite. 
ww.npr.DrgrtwrWwidfi t » 1 202 414 2020 , vwsr«w«e<3^.org 
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Chilean Winery 
Is Going Global 


Record Profits for Vina Concha 


By Aline Sullivan 

Special to the HerufJ Tribune 


SANTIAGO, Chile — Vina Concha y Toro SA is the 
toast of Chile. The country may be heading into recession 
after almost two decades of growth, but its largest wine 
producer is making record profits. 

A superb marketing campaign both at home and abroad, 
a weaker currency and, not least, better wines encouraged 
the purchase of 97.8 million liters (25.7 million gallons) of 
the comppy's wine in 1998, up from 83.8 million liters a 
year earlier. The result was a 16.6 percent jump in net 
income to $2 1 .4 million for the year. 

"Vina Concha is one of the visionaiy wine-producing 
companies," said a CLSA Global Emerging Market 
analyst. Brad Solfest, in Santiago. "It's done a good job 
of establishing brand recognition throughout the world, 
which isn’t easy to do. People know that there is a great 
price-to-quality relationship for all its wines. It’s really a 
terrific company." 

Its success has encouraged a number of similar ven- 
tures. The near-perfect soil and climate in Chile’s Central 
Valley and the relatively cheap labor and land have 
attracted some big players in die industry, notably such 
California producers as Robert Mondavi and Franciscan 
Estates. They have joined Rothschild of France in pouring 
millions of dollars into upgrading Chile's image into that 
of a world-class wine maker. 

Chile’s biggest producers have risen to the challenge. 
Santa Rita. Cousino-Macul and Santa Carolina are in- 
vesting heavily in die marketing of their best exports 
brands, mostly reds, while preserving their reputation for 
excellent value. The Chilean peso’s 7 percent slide 
against the dollar in the last 12 months makes the wines 
even more attractive to Americans. 

Today. Chile ranks behind only France and Italy in 
exporting wine to the United States. Sales to Britain and 
even France arc growing rapidly. 

But size and longevity count for a lot in this business. 
Vina Concha's vast holdings — 12 vineyards in five of 
the six principal wine-growing areas of Chile as well as its 
own vinification plants, bottling operations and a rapidly 
expanding distribution network — ensure that it remains 
the country's biggest exporter and one of the fastest 
growing: export sales rose 30 percent last year. It also 
remains by far the best known. That, say analysts who 
follow the company, should help it. 

Domestically, the company has pulled off a neat trick 
by moving upmarket and taking the drinking public with 
it. Consumers up and down the country are abandoning 
their cheap canons in favor of bottles, while Santiago's 
middle classes are spending more than the SlO-a-bottle 
limit common for most Chilean wines. 

And the future looks equally bright, despite a drought 
that is affecting this year’s harvest. 

"Increasing wine consumption worldwide reflect its 
better image and the growth in understanding of its health 
benefits." said the Vina Concha’s chief executive and 
largest shareholder. Eduardo Guilisasti, whose family 
owns 38 percent of the stock. 

Speaking after the release of the company's con- 
solidated results last week, he noted that premium and 
varietal wines, or wines deriving from a single grape 


See VINA, Page 14 


Browne’s Style 
Gets Results 


Oil Gianfs Driving Force 


By Agis Salpukas 

New York Times Sen-ice 


NEW YORK — For a man in a -hurry. Sir 
John Browne is, by all appearances, remark- 
ably composed. 

Sir John, the chief executive of BP Amoco 
PLC, is a soft-spoken and charming man who 
rarely appears ruffled. He is fond of ballet and 
pre-Columbian an and often listens to Puccini 
operas at BP Amoco' s Edwardian headquar- 
ters in London. 

For an oil executive, he is unusually sen- 
sitive to environmental concerns and has even 
had dinn er with the leaders of Greenpeace. 

Yet Sir John, 50, is also known for a 
relentless drive as he pushes BP Amoco to 
take on the behemoths in the industry, Mobil 
Corp., Exxon Corp. and Royal Dutch/Shell 
Group. 

In turning around British Petroleum and 
acquiring Amoco, he has cut tens of thousands 
of jobs and shaped an organization where 
there is constant pressure to do better and 
almost no layer of middle management. 

Just three months after the Amoco ac- 
quisition, he is poised to pursue another rapid 
overhaul now that his company is acquiring 
the Atlantic Richfield Co. for more than $27 
billion. Area's board approved the deal Wed- 
nesday night, after BP Amoco 's board ap- 
proved the deal on Tuesday. 

Sir John declined requests for an interview. 
But from past speeches and interviews and 
from conversations with other industry ex- 
ecutives, it is clear that Sir John 1 s strategy is to 
transform BP Amoco into a company that is at 
much at home in Silicon Valley as in the Oil 
Belt. 

A manager at BP Amoco, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said: “This is a 
hands-on oil man who has mastered what was 
going on in Silicon Valley. He adopted Amer- 
ican ways and the American work ethic. He’s 
not someone who came up through the Eng- 
lish system." 

The new BP Amoco being constructed 
looks like no other oil company. 

In contrast to the elaborate, centralized 
structure of most oil companies, BP Amoco is 
managed by about a dozen executives. They 
ride herd over maze than 140 units, some of 
which are still in the process of being set up. 

The units are intended to be small enough ior 
managers and their staffs to get to know each 
other and learn what is expected of diem. Each 
unit’s performance is reviewed quarterly. 



BP Amoco’s 
High Hopes 


Arco Deal Makes It No, 2 


CimfUeJby Our Stuff From Dtspatchn 

LONDON — BP Amoco PLC said Thursday 
it would pay $26.6 billion in stock to buy 
Ad antic Richfield Co., an acquisition that would 
create the wcaid’s second-largest oil company. 

BP Amoco, now the world's third-biggest 
publicly traded oil company, said the Arco 
purchase would generate pretax savings of $1 
billion by 2001, at a one-off cost of $1 billion. 

BP Amoco said 2,000 jobs were expected 
to be eliminated, mainly in the United States, 
but outside Alaska, from a combined work 
force of 1 15,000. 

The bid, which Arco directors approved 
Wednesday, represents a 26 percent {Ternium 
to the company ’s market value Friday, before 
their talks were announced. 

The combined company would be ex- 
ceeded in size only by the planned. Exxon 
Corp.-Mobil Corp. combination. 

Tbe buyout is the Latest in a wave of con- 


solidations, as the world's biggest oil compa- 
nies restructure in tbe face of low 


Robin LaumvaAn Y«k Tin*. 


Sir John Browne, chief executive of BP Amoco PLC, is now poised to overhaul Arco. 


Fergus McLeod, an analyst with BT Alex. 
Brown in London, said: "He has a genius for 
devising motivational structures to get people 
to do what he wants them to do.” 

While pursuing a master’s degree in busi- 
ness at Stanford University in the 1970s, Sir 
John got to know Andrew Grove, one of the 
founders of the Intel Corp., the world’s dom- 
inant chipmaker. Mr. Grove, BP Amoco ex- 
ecutives say. 
made the young 
BP executive 
aware of the 
vast changes 


immin ent in information technology and their 
implications for corporations. 

Since becoming chief executive of British 
Petroleum in 1 995, Sir John has pushed to knit 
together the for-flung operations of BP 
Amoco by means of thousands of personal 
computers into what he describes as a “virtual 
team network." The system allows widely 
scattered employees to work together closely 
and provides them with up-to-date informa- 
tion on other units. 

He has also encouraged employees to set up 
home pages on the World Wide Web. where 
they describe the skills they have to offer and 


share information about technical-details. The 
goal is to give managers and employees im- 
mediate access to knowledge that they can 
apply to their own businesses. 

In addition to an emphasis on information 
technology, BP Amoco has sought to emulate 
the entrepreneurial ethos of Silicon Valley. 

Each unit manager has a performance con- 
tract in which financial and other goals are 

spelled out and 
which are 
closely moni- 
tored by the top 
executives. 


low crude oil 
prices. It would be tire fourth major acquisition 
in the oil industry since August, when BP 
agreed to buy Amoco Corp. for $62 billion — 
the biggest deal completed so for and the first 
major takeover in the industry since 1984. . 

The purchase will give BP Amoco an im- 
portant retail network in the Western United 
States and control of Arco’s plentiful gas 
reserves in Asia. It also will allow the compa- 
nies to jointly exploit plentiful reserves in 
Alaska. 

The deal is subject to approval by share- 
holders in both companies, as well as by U.S. 
antitrust regulators and the European Com- 
mission. Sir John Browne, BP Amoco’s chief 
executive, said he hoped to complete the 
transaction by the end of the year. 

The bid ends Arco’s efforts to remain in- 


wfao will intervene if problems come up. 

In a speech at the Yale School of Man- 


dependenL In September, it said it was cutting 
$500 milli on in costs, including . 


agement in September, Sir John said that 
organization in small units was the key to 
making a global company work. 

“We've learned over time that people like 
to work in relatively small units, where they 
can equate effort and results." he said. 
"Where they can see what they're achiev- 
ing." 

Each of the units has “operational free- 
dom," he said. “They are running their own 


_ U00 jobs, 
and shedding its corporate jets to help it 
survive low oil prices. Arco’s top executives 
will relinquish their posts to allow BP Amoco 
to control the combined company, according 
to the Wall Street Journal. 

The acquisition would raise BP Amoco's 
daily oil output by 32 percent, to 2.7 million 
barrels. Sir John said. 

Still, investors on the London market, who 
have bid BP’s shares up in recent days on 
reports of the intended purchase, were left cold 
by the actual announcement In London, BP 


See MANAGER, Page 15 
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Russia Looks to IMF 
As Reserves Dwindle 


CvfririJ hr (hr ShffFmm Disputskrt 

MOSCOW — The Bank of Rus- 
sia said Thursday it would continue 
paying most of the government's 
foreign debt in the second quarter 
from its dwindling reserves, which 
have fallen to a 3-year low. 

But the central bank said that it 
was counting on replenishing those 
reserves with an International Mon- 
etary Fund loan. 

The central bank reported that its 
gold and foreign exchange reserves 
had dropped to $10.9 billion by tbe 
ead of last week as the bank used 
S2. 1 billion to support the ruble and 
to pay Russia's foreign debts in the 
first quarter. 

Viktor Gerashchenko, the bank's 
chairman, also said that Russia 
would pay "a bit more” of the debt 
in the second quarter. . 

Depletion of the reserves is rais- 
ing fears that the ruble might renew 
its slide or that Russia might default 
on its debt. But a transfer to central 
bank vaults would be controversial 
because about $4 billion the IMF 
pumped into its coffers last July 
rapidly evaporated in defense oF the 
falling ruble. 

The government said it reached an 
agreement with the IMF on its eco- 
nomic program this week, bat Stan- 
ley Fischer, the IMF’s first deputy 
managin g director, said Wednesday 
that Russia still had a long way to go 


before getting new money. With 
more than $6 billion in foreign debt 
due by die end of July, Russia needs 
foe IMF money as soon as possible 
to ease pressure on reserves. 

Mr. Fischer’s "evaluation that 
there could be delays in releasing the 
loan" puts a "certain pressure” on 
the central bank, and its activities. 
Mr. Gerashchenko said at a news 
conference. "In April, May and June 
we will continue to help the gov- 
ernment pay foreign debts. I hope we 
don’t reach” a critical level. 

The IMF suspended Russia's 
$22.6 billion loan package in 
September, when the government 
failed to formulate an economic pro- 
gram in the wake of its debt default 
and currency devaluation. The cen- 
tral bank began paying the govern- 
ment’s foreign debts in the last 
quarter, when the government could 
do longer make the payments be- 
cause it lost access to international 
financing. 

"Like last year, if the IMF will 
finally make the right decision and 
release certain sums of money to 
Russia, these funds will be under the 
control of the central bank." Mr. 
Gerashchenko said. 

Until now tbe government has 
said it expects new IMF money to be 
used to pay off maturing loans that 
Moscow owes the Fund this year. 

Mr. Gerashchenko also said that 



Yahoo! Expands With 
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Mr. Gerashchenko, the bank’s 
chief, sees dangers for Russia. 


the government would soon decide 
which of the country's straggling 
banks will receive state support and 
which will be allowed to fail, the 
Interfax news agency reported. 

Practically all of the country’s 18 
most important banks, which control 
80 percent of Russia’s banking op- 
erations and 45 percent of its private 


deposits, need government help, he 
(Bloomberg, AFP. AP) 


said. 
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NEW YORK — Yahoo! Inc. said 
Thursday that it would buy Broad- 
cast.com Inc. in a stock swap valued 
at $5.7 billion in a bid to add sports, 
news and music programs to its 
World Wide Web site. 

The transaction puts Yahoo! in a 
solid position to take advantage of 
the high-speed future of the Internet 
Broadcast.com runs a vast Internet 
site with many kinds of audio and 
video programming. Its services are 
expected to grow in popularity as 
connections to cyberspace get foster 
and easier. 

Tim Koogle, the chairman and 
chief executive of Yahoo!, said' 
"The acquisition is a natural ex- 
tension of our strategy to deliver the 
ultimate experience to Web users." 

The boards of both companies 
met Wednesday and approved the 
deal, which had been rumored for 
some time. 

Paul Noglows, a San Francisco- 
based analyst with Hambrecht & 
Quist, said the acquisition “really 
positions Yahoo! to play a defining 
role as we see tbe rise of audio and 
video coniem on the Web. From 
Broadcast-com’s perspective, it will 
make their services available to a 
much broader range of users, con- 
sidering Yahoo! attracts 50 million 
unique users to its site a month.” 

Under the deal, Broadcast.com 


shareholders will receive 0.77 
shares of Yahoo! for each of their 
shares, which values the deal at 
about$130ashare, 10 percent above 
Broadcast.com 's closing price Wed- 
nesday. Yahoo! also will convert 
Broadcast. com options into options 
for 5.51 million Yahoo! shares. 

On Thursday, shares of Broad- 
cast com rose $10.3125 to $128 JO 
and Yahoo! shares rose $7 JO to 
$176,875 in late trading. Shares of 
Broadcastcom had risen in recent 
days on reports the two companies 
were discussing a deal. 

Yahoo! said it expected the 
Broadcastcom transaction to add to 
earnings beginning in the third 
quarter of 2000. It also expects to 
continue to deliver an operating 
margin of 30 parent to 36 percent 

The acquisition, subject to ap- 
proval by regulators and Broad- 
castcom shareholders, will be ac- 
counted for as a pooling of interests 
and is subject to conditions. It is 
expected to be completed in the 
third quarter of 1999. 

The deal is yet another move by 
Yahoo! to take advantage of its $34 
billion stock market value by using 
its shares to pay for acquisitions. 

In January, Yahoo! agreed to ex- 
change stock, now worth $3.7 bil- 
lion, for Geocities, on which 3 mil- 
lion people publish Internet home 
pages. (AP, Bloomberg. NYT ) 


CBS to Buy Syndicator King World 


CceftUtJ ty Our Suff Frtwi Dhpecha 

NEW YORK — CBS 
Corp. said Thursday it would 
buy King World Productions 
Inc., the biggest syndicator in 
U.S. television, for about $2.5 
billion in stock. 


The deal would greatly ex- 
pand CBS's position in the 
business of selling programs 
to TV stations and comple- 
ment its other broadcasting ac- 


tivities, led by its ownership of 
n network. 


tbe CBS television 
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King World, whose hits in- 
clude "Jeopardy” and "The 
Oprah Winfrey Show," has 
been a frequent subject of 
takeover speculation, and the 
rumors about a deal with CBS 
bad intensified in recent days. 

“We have considered 
many strategic options over 
the last several years and this 
merger is by far the most at- 
tractive," said Roger King, 
chairman of King World. 

Under the deal, Mr. King 
and his brother Michael, who 
is vice chairman of the syn- 
dication company, would 
continue in their current po- 
sitions and report to the head 
of the CBS Television unit 
CBS’s existing syndication 
division, Eyemark Entertain- 
ment, would operate inde- 
pendently of King World. 

Besides its TV network, 
CBS owns 14 television sta- 
tions and a cable TV division 
with four music and sports 
networks and a controlling in- 
terest in a company that owns 
1 60 radio stations and an out- 
door advertising business. 

(AP, Bloomberg} 


CIBC PRIVATE BANKING IN SWITZERLAND 


ONE-STOP 

WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


Your personal CIBC relationship manager offers an exceptional 
array of private banking services, in one convenient place and with 
the full support of one of North America's foremost banks. 



CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF COMMERCE (SWITZERLAND) LTD 
Ceneva +41 22 839 68 00 - Zurich +41 1 2156070 
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THE AMERICAS 


Investor’s America 
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InienuUiBal Herald Tribune 

Very briefly: 


• Microsoft Corp.’s antitrust trial has tentatively been set to 
resume May 10. The judge has laid out a longer timetable for 
additional testimony, oral arguments and written submissions, 
making it unlikely the trial will end before 2000. 

•GMAC Commercial Mortgage Corp„ a unit of General 
Motors Corp., agreed to buy a $ 1 4 billion mortgage-servicing 
portfolio from Mellon Bank Corp. for an undisclosed sum. 

•The cellular-phone industry added a record 13.9 million 
U.S. subscribers last year, as lower prices drew customers. 

• Philip Morris Cos.' Kraft Jacobs Suchard SpA unit will 
sell its salami business to Chiari & Forti SpA of Italy for an 
undisclosed sum. 

• Ventas Inc/s auditors, Ernst & Young LLP, expressed 
doubt about the health-care property company's survival 
because of financial troubles at its sole tenant, Vencor Inc 

• California's Supreme Court allowed 14 public agencies in an 
Orange County investment pool to sue Merrill Lynch & Co„ 
which they accuse of helping to bankrupt the county in 1994. 

• Rockefeller Center, the landmark building in Manhattan, 
earned $7.6 million last year, die first annual profit under its 
new owners, a group led by Goldman, Sachs & Co. 

•The International Petroleum Exchange has put on hold 
talks to merge with the New York Mercantile Exchange until 
a competing plan to sell a majority stake to a group of 
companies has been considered. SYT. AP, Bloomberg 


To Our Readers 

Because of the seven-hour time difference between New 
York and Paris this week, the U.S. stock tables, the U.S. 
futures and some other financial data in this edition reflect 
early or previous day's prices, as noted. This change is 
necessary to meet distribution requirements. 

We will revert to our usual coverage next week, when 
daylight saving time begins in North America. 


U. S. STOCK MARKET DIARY 
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Yeltsin’s Call 
For Meeting 
Lifts Euro 

Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The euro rose 
against the dollar Thursday after 
Russia called for an emeigency 
meeting of the Group of Seven lead- 
ing industrial countries to try to end 
the conflict in Yugoslavia. 

In earlier trading, the dollar had 
risen against the euro and the yen 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE^ 

amid signs the war in Yugoslavia 
was intensifying. That lured traders 
to the U.5. currency as a refuge. 

Europe's single currency remains 
vulnerable to any signs the war is 
escalating, traders said. 

“I think it's getting worse if any- 
thing." said Jan Enk Wameryd, 
chief proprietary trader at .Skand- 
inaviska Enskilda Banken AB. "I 
don't think Russia is going to play 
an important role. ” 

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia 
urged foreign ministers of the G-7 
— the United States, Britain, Ger- 
many, France, Italy, Canada, Ja- 
pan — and Russia to work out a plan 
for resolving the crisis. 

In 4 P.M. trading, the euro rose to 
$1.0792 from $1.0755 Wednesday. 
Thedoliar fell to 1.4800 Swiss francs 
from 1.4828 francs. The pound 
slipped to $1.6033 from $1.6120. 

The dollar climbed to 120.470 
yen from 1 19.025 yen after Eisuke 
Sakakibara, Japan's deputy finance 
minis ter for international affairs, 
said die yen's strength was "un- 
desirable," giving traders an excuse 
to buy dollars. 


Wall Street Held Back by Inflation Uncertainty 

_ . . nheervance of Good Fiidav. 


ffaw tatffnmDbfuft hft 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose 
Thursday after an industry survey 
showed unexpected strength in the 
U.S. manufacturing sector. But 
gains were tempered by concern that 
inflation may revive, which drove 
bond yields higher. 

"The growing economy, low in- 
flation and declining interest rates 
have been the biggest supporters for 
the stock market,** said Robert 
Bloom, chief executive at Friends 
Ivory & Sime. “Things are still 
humming along." But at some 
point, he said, the possibility of in- 
flation "could have a negative ef- 
fect on the stock market.” 

The Dow Jones industrial average 


rose 24.98 points to 9.81 J .14 in late 
trading. The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 4.50 points to 1,290.87. 
and the Nasdaq composite index 

U.S. STOCKS 

climbed 17.75 points, to 2 r 479.l5. 
Advancers and decliners were about 
evenly matched on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Bond prices fell on the inflation 
concerns after the National Asso- 
ciation of Purchasing Management 
reported its monthly index of busi- 
ness activity rose to 54.3 percent in 
March, an increase of 1.9 percent- 
age points from its February level. 

In another sign of economic vig- 


or. the Commerce Department re- 
ported that construction spending 

Tumped a niuch-stronger-ihan-ex- 

pected 2.2 percent in February. 

The department also reported per- 
sonal income increased a seasonally 
adjusted 0.5 percent in February 
after a 0.6 percent gain in January. 
Consumer spending, meanwhile, 
jumped 0.7 percent after a 0.4 per- 
cent rise the previous month. 

The benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond fell 21/32 point, to 94. taking 
the yield up to 5.67 percent from 
5.62 percent Wednesday. 

Manv investors in both the stock 
and bond markets were trading care- 
fully ahead of the long weekend. 
Financial markets will be dosed Fri- 


day in observance of Good Friday. 

Software companies held back 
the S&P 500 after PeopleSoft 
warned of a revenue' shonfalL The 
company said it was suffering from 
a slowdown in spending that has 
plagued the software industry. 

ftopleSoft fell 5/8tp 14, the lowest 
level in three years. Oracle fell 14 to 26 
1/8. Computer Sciences fell 2 5/16 to 
52% and Autodesk fell 2 7/16 to 38. 

CBS fell % to 40 1/16 and King 
World Productions rose Vi to 30 1/16 
after the U.S. network said it was 
buying King World, television's 
biggest syndicator. 

Phone companies were strong, 
with SBC Communications rising 1 
3/4 to 48 15/16. (Bloomberg, AP) 


Brazil Looks Into Banks’ Profits on Real 


By Simon Romero 

New Ytwi Times Servo* 


S AO PAULO — Brazil’s central 
bank is conducting an investigation 
into accusations that several finan- 
cial institutions, both domestic and 
foreign, used inside information in 
January about an impending shift in 
exchange-rate policy to profit from 
the devaluation of the currency, ac- 
cording to bank officials. 

The assertions —r first made pub- 
lic in February by Aloizio Mercad- 
ante. a member of Congress from 
the opposition Workers Party — in- 
clude charges that nine banks used 
access to government officials in the 
days leading up to the Jan. 1 3 policy 
shift to make trading decisions re- 
sulting in a combined profit of 
roughly $1 billion. The list of bank- 


ing companies allegedly involved 
includes Citigroup Inc., J.P. Morgan 
& Co. and BankBoston Corp. 

Many banks in recent weeks have 
reported preliminary results to the 
central bank showing they made 
substantial profits after the devalu- 
ation of the currency, the real, large- 
ly through a combination of suc- 
cessful investments in futures mar- 
kets and purchases of do liar- linked 
government bonds. 

Their large profits, coming as the 
economy is struggling with reces- 
sion, resulted in calls by several 
members of Congress to look into 
the legality of the companies’ ac- 
tions. 

This week. Senator Antonio Car- 
los Magalhaes, the president of the 
Senate and a man widely considered 
the most powerful legislator in 


Brazil, said he would support a con- 
gressional inquiry into accusations 
that some banks had used inside 
information to profit from the de- 
valuation. That move is separate 
from, the central bank’s investiga- 
tion. , 

Georges Lamaziere, a spokesman 
for President Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso, said Tuesday that the gov- 
ernment saw no problem with the 
congress fona I inquiry going for- 
ward. The central bank's investi- 
gation should be finished by next 
week, and the results will be an- 
nounced then, a bank representative 
said in Brasilia, the capital. Most of 
the banks have said they broke no 
laws by accumulating profits in the 
aftermath of the devaluation, which 
pushed the real down by 40 percent 
against the dollar. 


Toshiba to Cut 
Z/.5. Chip Output 

Bloomberg News 

IRVINE, California — 
Toshiba America Electronic 
Components Inc. said Thursday 
it planned to 'cur production of 
64- megabit dynamic random- 
access memory chips 90 per- 
cent by the end of the year as it 
moves capacity to other 
memory products. 

Toshiba America, a subsidi- 
ary of the chipmaker Toshiba 
Corp., said it would shift pro- 
duction to a more advanced 
manufacturing process and more 
expensive products not as price 
sensitive as D-RAM chips. 

Toshiba said it now makes 
about 10 milli on pieces per 
month and will cut that to 1 
milli on units per month by 
December. 


JAPAN; Four Major Companies Announce Cuts in Work Forces in Hopes of Reviving Earnings 


Continued from Page I 

microchips prices," he said. 

Hitachi will begin a full 
restructuring in about six 
months, after executives de- 
cide on the company's focus. 
"Information services is the 
sector tfaai the company will 
give most effort to from now 
on," Mr. Shoyama said. 

•The trading house 
Marubeni Corp. also revealed 
details of its restructuring plan 
Thursday, as it announced a 
group net loss of 1 10 billion 
yen for the latest financial 
year and the elimination of 15 
percent of its work force, or 
900 jobs, over the next two 
years. Marubeni will also re- 


duce staff through attrition 
and by hiring fewer college 
graduates, a spokesman said. 

"Our two-year restructur- 
ing plan reflects the severity 
of economic conditions both 
here and abroad," the spokes- 
man saicL 

Under its restructuring, 
Marubeni would reduce the 
number of its affiliates to 500 
from 700 over the same peri- 
od. About 40 percent of 
Marubeni's affiliates are los- 
ing money, the spokesman 
said. 

•Job cuts also were an- 
nounced by Sogo Co., the de- 
partment store based in 
Osaka, which said it would 
eliminate 18 percent of its 


work force, or 2.000 jobs, 
through attrition and early re- 
tirement by February 2001. 
On Wednesday, the company 
said it would post a loss of 
25.6 billion yen for its latest 
financial year, which ended 
Feb. 28. The company earlier 
forecast a net profit of 800 
million yen. It said sales 
totaled about 166 billion yen, 
8.8 percent less than the earli- 
er forecast of 182 billion yen. 

•Taisei Corp., a large gen- 
eral contractor, also an- 
nounced it was shaving 1 ,200 
jobs, or 10 percent of its work 
force, over the next three 
years, mostly through attri- 
tion. Taisei said it would cut 
its group debt by 360 billion 


yen in three years, to less than 
900 billion yen, and cut its 
parent-company debt by 1 10 
billion yen, to less than 540 
billion yen. Taisei said it 
would write off 100 billion 
yen of losses linked with its 

restructuring efforts over 
three years. 

The raft of work-force re- 
ductions came on the heels of 
Mitsubishi Electric's an- 
nouncement Wednesday that 
it was paring 14,500 workers, 
or 10 percent of its payroll. 
Investors applauded the 
moves, driving Mitsubishi 
shares up 1 1 percent Thurs- 
day. Marubeni climbed 4.V 
percent to 236 yen following 
reports of its job cuts. 
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EsL sates NA Wed) ides 6.701 
Weds open tat 7013a ofl 2410 


High Low Lotesl Chge OpW . 

Moy 99 9505 9504 9504 Uneh. 13934 
Am 99 9505 9SO* 9504 Undk 2*304 
Est. sates NA Weds^atos Xm 3 
Weds open toil 3051 L up 1507 


High Law Latest Chge OpM 


EURODOLLARS CCMERJ 
SI mH Mends a(100 pcL 

i 950Q 9500 9500 UMi. 


Apr 9« 
May 09 
Jun99 
All 99 
Sep 99 
Dec 99 
Mar 00 
Am 00 
Sep 00 
Dec 00 
MvOl 
Jim 01 


*aiB7 

7.590 

455049 

790 

*47.766 

351.411 

78L515 

197,792 

144673 

1223*7 

945*1 

■3632 


SILVER (NCMXJ 

MOO My ol- cento ner hay a. 

Apr 99 5018 - 58 

May 99 5040 497.0 5028 *58 

All 99 5070 5000 5058 -60 

Sep 59 5078 S07i 507 6 -M 

Dec 99 5105 5QM 5094 -60 

Jen 00 5085 -60 

Mar 00 5100 *60 

May 00 5106 -40 

Est. ides NA Weds sdes 17,106 
Wed) open mt 78,26a o« 303 

PLATINUM (NMEKl 
50 nw caOcn per bov ot 
AW 99 36200 357 AO 359 00 0.10 

JM99 34500 36050 34200 -1JM 

Od99 36150 345.70 36170 -1.00 

Jan 00 363-OC -1J» 

EsL vtim NA YJeds sates 2.140 
Weds ooen nd 1 1992, oti a 


1,151 

35798 

3JW1 

14556 

1J67 

4061 

ijei 

UJS3 

4150 


1 

39,451 

14*55 

S.101 

9876 

14 

1430 

583 


1814 

14917 

1,137 

114 


Par Aral Ree Per 


HanwsIHooie FW O .11 4-15 4-30 

Indvsfl Bncp O .16 4-21 5-5 

Intratafe BoUlc O 07 5-3 4-15 

M5DW HIIncaAdv M .05 4-9 4-23 

MSOWlncoSacs M .11 4-9 4-23 

MSDW IncoSecs M .11 5-7 5-21 

MSDW IncoSoo M H M 4-18 

MSDW InsMunlTr M ms 44 4-23 

MSDW InsMunTTr M .075 5-7 5-21 

MSDW lnsMimfTr M JSS 6* 6-18 

QipenMuKt-Se M JZ5 4-9 4-23 

PBgtlmGawSecs M .0645 3-3 1 4-15 

PttQrtm HIYW TrA M .05 3-31 4-15 

PimmPrttnePjrteTrM Jl 66 4-12 4-22 

51 John Knife Inc 0 .025 4-8 5-6 

SLPouXap M 2S 4-29 4-30 

Sunoco Inc Q 25 5-6 6-10 

TCA Cable TV, Q .08 4-13 4-27 

rcWDWTnnrtf M JU6S 4-9 4-23 

TCW/ M JJ55 4.9 4-53 

TCW/D3 M .0535 4-9 4-23 

TexarfconfstFlnl Q 716 4-7 4-21 

UMDorol M .J771 5-1 5-15 

hepp aa ne uu w u rt per 
stareWOR; 8-penWe In Cw»dka tortst 
ov-moirttrty; q-qucrisdy; s-seqikmnaoRy. 


FEEDER CATTUE (CM Em 
50000 lbs.- c«Ms per lb. 

Apr 99 7290 71 A0 7152 *047 

May 99 7197 71.75 7190 *0.83 

Aug 99 75J0 742S 7485 *0.43 

Sep 99 7485 742S 7465 *025 

Od 99 75 l25 7465 75.12 *027 

NOV 99 76JS 7608 7625 *0A0 

Est sates 1.669 Weds tats 1.746 
Wedsoaen ml 1&49& on 27 

HOG5-LM0 (CMER7 
40000 lbs.- oeras per b. 

Apr 99 42.IB 41.75 4147 *0.62 

Jun99 5335 5120 529S *040 

All 99 5S05 5*JO 5480 -0-M 

Al»g99 5180 5130 5552 *050 

Od 99 5470 5405 5440 *0jS 

Es». sates &259 Weds sates an 7 
Weds open mi 44801, oil Is* 

PORK BELLIES (CMER) 

*0000 Ka-rrofe per Bi 
Mqy 99 51.40 5025 5055 *9.30 

M99 52-40 51.45 5170 *025 

Aug 99 5150 5025 5052 *057 

EH. Mbs 854 weds sides 1,493 
Weds open W 4781 or 57 


Food 

COCOA (NCSEJ 
10 metric tons- S per Ian 


29,983 

414*3 

19.132 

10.70* 

son 

1.7*1 


1770 

6184 

4133 

973 

lJMO 

»9 


7|47I 

16733 

6405 

5386 

6125 


101B 

1536 

429 


Close 

LONDON METALS (LM£7 
DoaorspermctacKn 
AtoatoeeilHJgb Grade) 

Spat 121500 121600 121100 
Foma 173750 1238.00 123400 
Capper Cathodes (Hlfb Grade) 
teal 136800 136900 137000 
Forward 139500 139600 139700 
Lead 
Seal 


Pluvious 


121100 

123500 


137100 

139800 


Nkhel 

Soot 

Forward 

Tm 

ted 

Farmati 


5C6JM 

50800 


507 00 
509 00 


50400 

50700 


481500 432500 475000 
4390 00 4895 00 4325 00 


522500 5235X0 527DOO 
5190.00 52MOO S24SJX7 
One (Special Mg* Grade) 

Soot 93400 93700 93400 

Forward 100300 100400 100400 


50500 

50300 


4'60l00 

<330.00 


528000 
5250 00 


93700 

100400 


n» 

1158 

1161 

•31 

25426 

1716 

1190 

1191 

■78 

15407 

1239 

1218 

1 21 B 

-26 

8.989 

1281 

1260 

1260 

•21 

6.320 

1308 

1298 

1278 

-31 

4472 



1323 

•)1 

3X77 


JW9 


May 00 

EsL 5om 7J4I Weds solas S799 
Weds open M 67471. od 200 

COFFEE C (NCSEJ 

3X500 (bs.- CHdS par lb 

Moy 99 11050 109 10 11005 *035 115£1 

Jill 99 111.75 11060 II I AO *030 11327 

5ep99 11125 112-40 11280 * 030 1458 

Dec 99 11420 11350 11420 *035 3363 

Mar 00 11590 11470 11590 *040 M7 

EM. soles 4600 Weds sous 10L551 

Weds upon U 39A29. an 1331 

SGGARWORLD II {NCSEJ 
1 11000 im - cents aw lb. 

May 99 580 553 559 432 65751 

J ui 99 559 532 537 430 $2,563 

Od99 597 573 S79 436 3130 

MarOO 656 634 637 415 I MB 

Esi sates 3BR33 Weds sates Z&81 5 
Weds open tal 1 7604 up 2370 


High Law Oasc Chge Op Ird 


Financial 

US T BILLS ICMER) 

ST ndBtti- btsoMOO pet 

Am 99 9573 9569 9570 +002 1,516 

Esl. NA Wee) satn?3 

Wed* open mi 1042. up P 

SYR TREASURY ICSDT) 

£100.000 Brtn- ots6 64HK of 100 pet 
Jun99 111-39 tl 1-11 111-19 -04 245817 

Ed. sales NA. WW, sates 4X110 
Wees open ml 24 187. up 425c 

10 YR TREASURY KBOT1 
SI DOWD prae pt» & 33MS N 100 prf 
Am 99 11429 11409 11417 ■ 05 515*05 

Sep 99 11409 113-26 11400 -OS 11.172 
Est sates N-A. wees rates ?o,4a* 

Weds open ml S24ji77. up X355 

US TREASlAr BONDS (CBOT) 
r » PCJ-SIOOOQG pis & 32nd) at 100 pel) 

Am 99 170-.4 110-22 119-30 20 S96SS7 

Sap 99 lJO-GS 1)9-09 1J5-1J -Jl 35k*47 
D0C99 11629 118-29 11429 - 21 1474 

Ell soles N A Weds sdes 351.M7 
Weds Open Ml 615673. up 15368 

UWCGItro/PFEJ 

caum - prs & 37nds a ico pm 

Jlin 99 11737 11692 11698 -036 773B3 

Sep 99 NT. NT 116*8 -03b D 

Esl sdes. 1169a Pm son 2W73 
Pl«. «« K1L: 77JB3 up 1491 

10-YEAR FRENCH CUV. BONDS IMATIR 

eurainuno - plsM 100 pa 

Jtm99 9515 7493 74W-01S 77374 

Sep 99 N.T NT. 94*5 -MB 0 

Dee 99 N.T NT 94*9-0.18 0 

Esl. sates- 25183 

Open ed : 77.874 oh 1.353 

LIBOR 1 -MONTH (CMER) 

S3mBBan- msol 100 pd- 

Apr 99 9506 9505 95« Uneh 14661 


9500 94.99 9499 llnch. 
9SJ» 9497 9499 (inch. 

9* 95 94 95 94.95 4101 

94.91 9486 9489 Uneh. 
9458 9*53 9456 UmSi. 
9443 94.57 9459 -aw 
9452 94 AS 94 48 -002 
9443 9436 9438 -002 

9429 9471 9423 -QJU 
9431 9424 9426 -OJI3 

9427 9430 7431 -0.04 

EsL sties N A wed) sales 332323 
Wed) open ill 1785864 up -1010 


EURO (CMER) 

I25U00 Euros. 5 per Euro 

Jun 99 10064 15772 lJS35*OW33 35854 

Esl sties N A Wed) rates 7579 

Weds open lid 31997. off 2A15 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62500 poundi s aer pound 

JW199 14130 1*009 1*034-00084 53.172 

Sep 99 16050 1.6030 1A0304UH82 1.338 

Ed. stirs JLA Weds sates 7.027 

Weds open ud 545*0. up 124 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

1DIL000 atitaD. 5 per Can, iHt 
A m 99 MS .0029 4674*00042 50*52 
Sepn .668* 6649 JM77-000** 2.317 

Dec 99 jMH 6671 6681+00042 1.762 

EA sides NA Weds soles &263 
Wads open W 1. all 54802 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

125000 marts. S per nuA 

Jun 99 5557 5507 5538+04015 35809 

Esl sates N A. Wed) soles 4828 

Weds open bit 35205 off 1 28 

JAPAN E5E TEN (CMER) 

125 mMon yen. * per 100 yen 
Am 99 5536 5367 5380 0106 79.990 

Sep 99 5508 5480 5480 -Dial 1.753 

Ea. sties N A Weds sties 350*0 
Weds open bd 82.1*9. off 1131 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

12SJXX) hmaL 5 per Irene 
Am 99 5829 an ,6808*a0016 61200 

Esl sties N A Wed) sates 14405 
Wed) open H 61554 afll57B 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

500JM0 pesos. 5 per pe» 

Jun 99 .10180 .10130 .10165 ■ 16652 

050002 

Dec 99 59280 59280 09780-50060 867 

ESL sties N A Wed) sties 2.794 
Wed) open ho 20462. up 667 

M60NTH STERLING OJFFE) 

ra p p . ggg . pis ti 100 pci 

Jim 99 95-OdO 94960 94970 -0540 181070 
Sep99 95130 95.020 95030-5580 1B8553 
Dec 99 94900 94820 94830-5560 141.391 
MarOO 95830 94950 94950 -0JM0 131.923 
JunOO 9494) 948(5 94860-5555 109.794 
Sep 00 94830 947M 94760-50*5 79.910 
Dec 00 94680 94600 94610-5.050 54282 
Mar 01 94650 94580 94590-0050 51557 
Jun 01 94600 94540 94S60-0050 3ZUS9 

Sep 01 94580 94550 91540-0030 21962 
Dec 01 94540 94530 94510-5020 11370 
Maris 94580 94570 94550-^020 14518 
Jun 02 91590 94990 94550 -58M 1567 

Sep 02 946)0 946)0 94580-5830 1816 

Esl sties- 81522. Ptev. soles: 79.105 
PiH.apraiali L033L5Q) off 520 

3-MONTH EURIBOR IUFFE) 

euro 1 mBlan ■ pta al 100 pd - 
Apr 99 97.150 97.105 97130 +0015 32.334 
May 99 97.180 97.175 97.175 *5815 809 

Jun 99 97215 ‘97.180 97.195 *0015 195872 
Sep 99 97265 97220 97240 *0025 19S766 
Dec 99 97Q60 97025 97840 *0030110192 
MarOO 97.185 97.1SS 97.160 *0805 9B293 
JunOO 97.110 97-085 97890 * 0805 67.-01 
Sep 00 97075 94985 96990 *5010 61,392 
DpcOD 96850 96830 M820 *08)0 34S1 
Mar 01 96.785 96.760 96765 *0815 24625 
Jun 01 .966*5 96630 96640 *0810 11*96 
Sepal 96.550 96520 96525+0815 11*M 
Dec 01 96350 96250 46355 *0015 14207 
Mar 02 94285 96170 *L?7Q .0015 8877 

Est. sties: 1S&791. Pro*, sates- 1J43S7 
Pre* open 111!- 87101 5 uo 2803 

1MOHTH EURIBOR UU77P) 
euro 1 ntion - pts of 100 pd 
Jun 99 9782 97.18 97 JO *001 AUlo 

Sep 99 9736 97 JI 97 24 +082 M.J79 

Ok 99 9705 9701 9704 - 082 1497B 

MarOO »T.18 97.15 9717 *002 7,*59 

JunOO 9M0 9787 97.10 + 082 -L506 

SepOO 9700 «6M 9700 • 00* 1«25 

Dec 00 9684 9679 <683 *083 1.583 

Mar 01 9679 9a 74 9ft 77 * 0 0 3 971 

E<t sties. 11407 
Open ML- 101911 up Uli 

3-MONTH EURO UBQR {UFFE1 

«vip 1 mam ■ art ti job per 

Apr 99 N.T. N T. 97.130 >0015 a 

Moy 99 N.T. N.T. 97.I7S *0815 0 

Jon 99 97 210 97300 97.195 *0015 

Sep 99 NT N.T 97240*0025 9X0)6 

OK 99 NT. N.r 97040 *0830 «1J1« 

Esl rates 151 Pnw sties! 97 

Pro* men mt 529,747 tit 94 


3-MONTH SWISS FRANC (UFFE) 

SF t taKan - pis of 100 pd 
Jun 99 96810 96.7)0 98 780 +6010 117.184 

Sep 99 96.720 9 6680 98*90 Unch. 65,360 

Dec 99 96400 98360 98370 +0016 20.550 

MarOO 96430 98390 48390 Unch. 11330 

JunOO N.T. N.T. 982*0 Until. 4849 

SepOO 96110 96100 96880 Until- 5,787 

DecOO N.T. N.T. 97850 Until. 1244 

Mar 01 97820 97820 4780Q Until. 575 

Est. sates: 14576 Prev sales: 29850 
Pro* open Ini.: 226879 up 6282 

Industrials 

COTTON 2 (NCTN) 

50800 tbs.- cents per 16 

May 99 6600 5955 99.05 *631 21844 


Still, investors* optimism 
may be premature, as the Jap- 
anese economy remains slug- 
gish. In the latest sign, do- 
mestic sales of new cars fell in 
March from a year earlier, to 
592.636 vehicles, the Japan 
Automobile Dealers Associ- 
ation said. For the year that 
ended Wednesday, car sales 
fell 1 1.2 percent from a year 
earlier, to 4.2 million vehi- 
cles. It was the second 
straight year of decline and 
the smallest number of car 
sales since 1986. 

A recovery in domestic car 
sales is seen as crucial if Ja- 
pan is to reignite its economic 
engine. An increase in auto 
sales would bolster car pro- 
duction and lead to greater 
demand for steel, glass, ma- 
chine tools and parts. 

One bright spot for con- 
sumer spending, however, 
has been a rise in sales of 
minivehicles and of com- 


Art 99 

60.30 

5970 

60.15 

*0X7 

15.173 

OdW 

59.40 

S9J5 

59-35 

Until. 

1.7*3 

Dec 99 

5920 

58X0 

5905 

-0.01 

14246- 

MarOO 

60.15 

40.00 

60.15 

*0.05 

1391 

EsL rates NA Wed) rates 4568 


W«f) tiwo Jut 59414 off 376 



HEATING OILINMER) 




43X00 Bti. cents per gd 




Mar 99 

43.80 

42.75 

4340 

■0.40 

47JJ58 

Jun 99 

43.75 

42.95 

4170 

■0J5 

34*01 

Jti 99 

43.95 

4120 

4195 

435 

16X91 

Aug 99 

4410 

4160 

44 10 

-0x5 

16X89 

Sep 99 

4470 

4430 

4450 

-0X5 

9,149 

00 99 

4545 

44.90 

4510 

■0.90 

6X37 

No* 99 

4590 

45X0 

4580 

-079 

*237 


EsL rain N A WW) rate) 69.688 
Wed) open Ini 172.219. tit 3,192 

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 

1.000 U6L- dates) per ML 
May 99 16JO 1428 1645 4.11 156*15 

Juo 99 16.67 1639 1641 4.12 99,482 

Jti 99 1653 1622 1651 4.12 59596 

Aug 99 1641 1607 1640 4.16 31568 

Sep 99 1622 1600 1620 4.18 21.947 

0d99 1610 1583 1610 4.17 18,969 

Ed. sates KA Wed) sate* 158509 
W«d) open Lnl 616474 up 5^74 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

10400 iron Mm. S per mm Btu 
May 99 2090 1.950 2JD0 *0017 47,791 

Am 99 2.110 1.900 2JBO+0009 23509 

Jti 99 2.120 3010 2.075 +0017 19,107 

fu 999 1130 1025 1065 * 0007 14539 

99 1147 1050 2100 *4004 16000 

Od9V 2165 2065 2135 *4009 11967 

Est. sales N A Woo) sate) 1 32081 
Wed) open fctf 279,937, up TOQg 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER) 

42800 gsb cents per gal 
May 99 5405 S2JM SMS 4.77 *4 JO* 

Am 99 5175 5130 S£®5 483 ZL05B 

Jul 99 5275 51.75 52*5 483 18858 

Aug 99 51.80 51 JO S1.«5 -180 4715 

Sep 99 5490 5420 5030 -UK 4.220 

00 99 4870 *8.70 4270 480 2701 

M»9? 48.25 47.95 47.95 -100 2839 

Dec 99 47.90 47 JO 47.90 465 3375 

Esl rates N A Wad s sates 66534 
Weds open tall 16774 up 4163 

GASOILflPET 

US. daBan per metric Ion - lots ti 100 tons 
Apl 99 13450 177 JO 129 JO .200 23310 

May 99 moo 12735 12850 -235 3S87S 

Jun 99 129 JO 127.75 128.75 -200 21503 

AT °9 13400 12875 129.75 -200 lailO 

Esl. ratesilSJXD Pro*, sales . 24609 
Piw. open lot; 1SS.714 up U2S 

BRENT OJL (IPEJ 

UJ. Boson per banti - late ti 1800 bamta 
May 99 1484 14J7 1472 4J2 64639 

Am 99 1480 1655 1465 4J1 00856 

Jti»99 1475 14J0 I4J8 4.40 30.164 

AogW 1465 1442 14J1 444 10,982 

Sep 1455 1430 1446 440 1580ft 

Ed. Sties: 60800. Pm. sates ; 77^96 
Pro*, open ini* 309J24 Unch 

Stock Indexes 

«*COMP INDEX (CMER) 

2Mitadn 

JwiW 130500 1J9) JO 130) JO *t» 342,047 
Sep 99 1 31 7J0 131 280 131 780 *630 4659 
Esl. sates NA Weas rates 9|.lgt 
Weds open lnl 372619, off 1.29s 

FT5E 106 (UFFE) 

C3S per indn pobn 

Jim99 64368 62700 635S0 *400 189891 
S I FLT ‘WW *608 3.973 

Dec 99 N.T N.T 6*508 *404 
&U. sties: 34374 Pro* sates: 21570 
Pro*, open bit.: 193.264 up 1240 

CAC 40 (MATIF) 
euro 10 per bidn paaif 

tS'™ <2IM 42,00 ertlQ *420 493 

Jim 99 *2088 4104.0 41945 +*15 33,2*3 

S2 JJ-J- 37JH 

DOCW N.T. N.T 428L0 *420 1800 

y?J8? ui N I *4*0 2J90 

5ep00 N.T. lit 425io *440 980 

Est Sties 60437 
Open InL 186.298 off e 1543 


Thursday, April 1 


Government Debt 


Britain 

3-amafh 

6-aenffi 

l-yew 

2-Tear 

481 

— 


4X0 

France 

2X4 

1024 

2X6 

2X67 

Germany 

147 

2JB 

_ 

1859 

Itafr 

2.31 

2X6 

2-51 

1981 

Japan 

0.10 

0.105 



0275 

Spain 

2X0 

2X0 

2X5 

2X63 

United States 

Vmontti 

I-Y8GT 

2-jear 

5-year 

Yield 

4X1 

470 

5-00 

5.U 

Price 

4X) 

4.48 

99-24 

98-10 


$wrce; Bloomberg. 


463 

3361 

3J09 

3498 

0JO5 

3471 

IGgwir 

588 

9S-31 


lP-year 

4531 

4.122 

4J)06 

424 

1.72 

4249 

30-year 

548 

93-27 


Money Market Rates 


United States 
Discount rate 
Pit ne rale 
Federal hux^ 

90-day Certs Daposlt 
180-day Com. Paper 
Japan 

Dfscuarrt rare 
CoS nosey 

1 -month MtflKMk 
3-amtlh interbank 
6-otooflt teteftai* 
Euniniae 
Repo rate 
EONIA 

Euribor l-nawth 
EurOior 3-monn 

Eurtw t-avrath 
Euohor 12-mmtffi 


Today 

7^ 

490 

•L80 

asa 

0U5 

022 

0.23 

CL22 

3.00 

2.99 

Z96 

Z94 

2.92 

25* 


Preu. 

A'h 

S’- 

490 

480 

050 

0-05 

0.18 

021 

031 

100 

198 

Z99 

2.97 

Z9S 

197 


Bale rate 
Call money 
1 -month latertwak 
3-dWrttl Interbank 

6-asentti tatertan* 

Sources: Bat* of Tokrs-Masubkhl 


Today 

Pra*. 

5W 

-p* 

4S» 

6Mi 

5V» 

JUr 


5W 

598 

5 


& 


puters and other household 
app lian ces. The association's 
figures exclude sales of 
mini vehicles, which account 
fof one-fourth of the new cars 
sold in Japan. Consumers are 
opting for cheaper mini ve- 
hicles, which have engines no (ft 
larger than 660 cubic centi- 
meters, in an effort to save 
money amid the mounting 
concern over job security and 
falling wages. Minivehicle 
sales rose 26.1 percent in Feb- 
ruary from a year earlier, the 
fifth straight rise, according 
to the Japan Mini-Vehicle As- 
sociation. Figures for March 
will be released next week. 

Meanwhile, ail the gloom 
of layoffs is giving birch to a 
new industry: layoff insur- 
ance. Mitsui Marine & Fire 
Insurance Co. said Thursday 
that if would offer Japan's 
first-ever unemployment life 
support insurance. 

(AFP, Bloomberg. AP) 


VINA: Chileans Lift a Glass 

Continued from Page 13 

variety, are enjoying great popularity. Nowhere is that in- 
creasing consumption more appareat than in Chile itself 
where Vina Concha controls a quarter of the highly frag- 
mented market. Despite the country’s economic ills — or, 
some observers suggest, because of them — the company's 
domestic sales by volume jumped 16.5 percent in die fourth 
quarter of 1998. 

The rise in sales may have more to do with the strenuous 
efforts of Vina Concha and other wine makers to alert con- 
sumers to the health benefits of red wine. 

If s the stuff of a marketer’s daydream: the better the wine, 
the better the perceived health benefit. And the message 
apparently is getting through: Domestic sales of Vina 
Concha’s red wines jumped 50 percent last year while sales of , 
white wines remained constant 
Chileans have long complained that their wine makers 
reserve their best efforts for the higher-mazgjn export market 
They have good reason, as demonstrated by the September 
launch of Concha's first “Primer Orden," or ultra-premium 
wine. Alma viva. The 1996 Cabernet Sanvignon is the first 
product of its 1997 agreement with Baron Philippe de Roth- 
schild SA to apply French know-how to Chilean grapes. Initial 
production was small and distributed almost exclusively in the 
United States and Britain, where it was well received. 

The company may have overplayed its strengths in Japan, 
where it trebled its exports last year. The resulting oversupply 
will take at least six month to exhaust But other markets still 
offer plenty of potential for varietal and premium wines, 
particularly for the Sunrise product range. 

ENTEREST RATES 


Libor Rates 


i- 


Mttr 40375 
Em 29578 
SfcittW 5J378 
Yen 0.1713 
SwFraac 1.1913 
Sou/te Revtea. 


3- 6* 

KWH® ’RMOtti 
sxa 5-0603 
29369 2915 
5-5064 £2347 
0.1013 0-3Q68 
15342 12666 


Commodity Indexes 

PmtaB 

SSiS? H7028 1.179X0 

nj sSiu** 1-3A30 1,346.70 

D J. Futures EKL68 

CRBTBrtdgc Futures 191,23 191 xs 
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— DaimlerChrysIer Shrugs Off Staff Defections 


By Keith Bradsher 

*»'ru YivkTimiw Sen i t r 

NEW YO&K — The co-chair- 
roan of DaimlerChrysIer AG has 
responded angrily to recent media 
reports of managerial troubles after 
the merger last year, insisting that 
die recent defections of a half-dozen 
former Chrysler executives did not 
pose a problem. 

Juergen Schrempp, Daimler- 
Chrysler's co-chairman, said late 
Wednesday that whenever compa- 
nies merged, some executives ended 
up competing for similar jobs and 
the losers left But DaimlerChrysIer 

Aerospatiale 
Merger Set 

Hint III|/hTV ,\V*I'V 

PARIS — Aerospatiale SA 
will merge with Lagardere 
SCA's Matru Hautes Technol- 
ogies defense unit and simul- 
taneously sell one-fifth of the 
combined company to in- 
vestors around June 11. the 
chief executive of Lagardere 
said Thursday. 

Aerospatiale- Main, which 
will make Airbus planes. Euro- 
copter helicopters, missiles and 
satellites, will have sales of 
about S 1 3 billion. The share sale 
. will help it become a more at- 
tractive to foreign companies 
that have refused' to merge with 
state-run companies. 

Government authorities in 
charge of asset sales have ap- 
proved the link between the two 
companies, which will give 
Lagardere a 33 percent stake in 
the new Aerospatiale- Matra in 
exchange for its Matra defense 
assets. 

The deal must still be ap- 
proved by European Commis- 
sion competition authorities. 
Lagardere and Aerospatiale 
shareholders will also be asked 
to endorse the combination be- 
fore shares are sold. 


has plenty of executives andean hire 
more if it needs them, he said. 

“If we would need somebody 
from Ford or General Motors, we 
would buy them, but we don’t need 
their know-how.” Mr. Schrempp 
said. ' ' We ha ve 430,000 employees, 
and about nine have left. What big 
deal is that? We have that kind of 
fluctuation in employment all the 
time.” 

Robert Eaton. DaimleiChrysler’s 
other co-chairman, said he believed 
the former Chrysler executives 
would not divulge any company 
secrets to competitors. “I wouldn't 
expect our strategy and confidential 


matters to be brought into those 
companies,” he saidT 

After emphasizing Daimler- 
Chrysler's lies to the United States, 
Mr. Eaton said thai Daimler- 
Chrysler. unlike the former 
Chrysler, would not be issuing a 
proxy statement this year. It is no 
longer required to do so because it is 
not an American company. As a 
result. DaimlerChrysIer will no 
longer be disclosing the compen- 
sation of its top executives, he 
said. 

Mr. Schrempp and Mr. Eaton 
spoke with reporters attending the 
New York International Auto Show. 


using a telephone conference call 
from DaimlerChrysler's main 
headquarters in Stuttgart. 

Daimler-Benz AG and Chrysler. 
Corp. combined in November in 
what was presented at the time as a 
merger of equals. But it has become 
clear that the deal represented a Ger- 
man takeover of the American auto- 
maker, and Germans now fill nine of 
the 1 1 jabs immediately below the 
two chairmen. 

Chrysler itself had been Detroit’s 
biggest beneficiary of the hiring of 
executives from rival automakers. 
Now, Ford is hiring some of 
Chrysler’s best executives. 


MANAGER: Hands-On StyleofBPAmoco’s SirJohnBraume 


Continued from Page 13 

businesses.” 

But his unflinching cost-cutting 
has left some executives bewildered 
;ind bitter at methods that leave little 
room for the compromise. So far, the 
reorganization at the newly acquired 
Amoco has borne mixed results. Sir 
John has signaled that he is impatient 
with speed of integrating Amoco and 
has stepped up the pace of job cuts. 

Sir John is described by exec- 
utives and analysts as being ob- 
sessed with accountability. Many 
managers have felt his steady gaze 
and deep knowledge of the oil busi- 
ness when he wanes to know why a 
unit is not meeting his standards or. 
conversely, is doing so well. 

“If something goes wrong, they 
can quickly find out before the end 
of each quarter.” Mr. McLeod said. 
“If something goes right, there is a 
structure where it can be shared with 


everybody very quickly." 

Sir John, the son of an English 
executive of British Petroleum and a 
Romanian mother, spent part of his 
childhood in Iran, where he had an 
intimate look at the oil industry. 
After leaving Cambridge University 
in 1966 with a degree in physics, he 
joined British Petroleum. 

The company sent him to Alaska 
as pan of the team in Anchorage that 
helped bring the vast fields in Pnid- 
hoe Bay into production. He spent 
most his early career in the United 
States, serving as executive vice 
president and chief financial officer 
of Standard Oil Co. of Ohio in Cleve- 
land, in which British Petroleum bad 
acquired a controlling interest. 

At die American company. Sir 
John reined in big spending' on ex- 
ploration and cut the staff. He re- 
turned to London in 1989 to revamp 
British Petroleum's exploration arm. 

He scaled back exploration to 10 


countries from 30 and cut the work 
force by half. His strategy was to 
focus on a few big fields and then try 
to cut the cost of extracting the oil. 

His success helped British Pe- 
troleum recover from a huge debt 
burden and underperform ance in 
businesses such as refining. 

When he became chief executive, 
he surprised many in the industry by 
forming a joint venture with Mobil 
to improve refining and marketing 
in Europe. He again stunned the 
industry in August, with the an- 
nouncement of the Amoco bid. 

For his work in helping turn 
around British Petroleum, he was 
knighted last year by Queen Eliza- 
beth II. 

“People say that we are too fo- 
cused on immediate results,” Sir 
John said recently. ”1 say to you 
there are 40 quarters between me 
and retirement and everyone of 
them matters.” 


BP: Overlap in Alaskan Operations Creates Opportunities 


Continued from Page 13 

Amoco stock fell 40 pence to close at 
£10.25 ($16.56). Arco shares were 
down 13 cents, at S73, in New 
York. 

“In Alaska in particular,” Sir John 
said, “the synergies we can achieve 
from combining our operations will 


greatly increase the competitiveness 
of the state in the face of uncertain oil 
prices and provide a strong incentive 
for significant investment in existing 
and future fields.” Die two are the 
largest companies producing oil in 
Alaska, and the state accounts for 
half of Arco’s output 
BP Amoco produced 347,000 


barrels of oil a. day and Arco about 
450,000 barrels a day last year in 
Alaska, about two-thirds of the 
state's oucpuL The deal could run 
into problems with Alaskan statutes 
that limit how much exploration 
acreage companies and their sub- 
sidiaries can control in that state. 

{AP, AFP, Bloomberg) 


Rome Bank 
Rebuffs Bid 
By San Paolo 

Rrntcn 

MILAN — Cesane GeronzL 
chairman of Banca di Roma SpA, 
and the bank's main shareholders 
have rebuffed a $9.7 billion share 
swap offer from San Paolo-IMI 
SpA, banking sources said on 
Thursday. 

But analysts who attended San 
PaoIo-lMTs presentation on Wed- 
nesday of its profit estimates for the 
merged bank said that they thought 
the strategic value of a deal would 
eventually prevail over any gulf be- 
tween the management of the two 
batiks. 

“No, it should not be difficult for 
the offer to be a success,” said 
Michele di Maico, a banking analyst 
at the Milan investment firm Rasfin. 
“The process could take some time, 
and there are details to iron out, but it 
seems that the plan makes strategic 
sense in terms of synergies and 
branch networks.” 

Banca di Roma, which had no 
comment on the Geronzi report, said 
Wednesday that it had named the 
investment bank Schroder & Co. as 
an adviser to evaluate San Paolo's 
bid. the financial details of which it 
said it had just received. 

* 'In this situation it is obvious that 
Banca di Roma cannot express any 
judgment on the contents of the bid 
or whether it makes financial sense 
for shareholders.” the bank said. 

Banca di Roma managers have' 
not been contacted by San Paolo 
since they met the Bank of Italy 
governor, Antonio Fazio, on March 
23, a banking source said. . 

‘ ‘Evidently this ‘friendly* offer is 
hot so friendly after all.” he said. 
“It’s a ‘take it or leave it’ offer." 

An official of Banca di Roma said 
at the time that the bank welcomed 
the bid from San Paolo-IMI, adding 
that the bank had been seeking a 
stronger partner. 

Banca di Roma shared closed 
Thursday at 1.47 euros ($1.58), 
down 3 cents. San Paolo-IMI shares 
finished at 15 euros, down 5 cents. 
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Very briefly: 

• RWE AG -and VESA AG, two German utilities, agreed to 
sell the fixed-line business of their phone venture Otelo to 
Mannesmann Arcor For 2 .25 billion Deutsche marks ($ 1 .24 
billion). The sale still requires regulatory approval. 

•Cable & Wireless PLC has sued MCI WorldCom Inc., 
claiming the U.S. company failed to fulfill the agreement under 
which C&W bought Internet assets last year. 

•German wholesale sales declined an inflation-adjusted 0.6 
percent in February, the Federal Statistics Office said, and fell 
22 percent from a year ago. 

•Portugal has agreed to sell 20 percent of the state-owned 
airline TAP Air Portugal SA to SAirGroup, the parent 
company of Swissair AG, for 15 billion escudos ($81 mil- 
lion). 

• Britain’s manufacturing sector continued to contract in 
March, but the rate of decline eased for the fifth month in a 
row, the Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply said. 

•Casino Gui chard -Perrachon SA, a French food retailer, 
signed an agreement to acquire 66 percent of Big C Su- 
percenter PLC, a Thai discount-store chain. 

•Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux SA’s net profit jumped 64 
percent, to 1 billion euros ($1 .07 billion), in 1998 as the French 
utilities group’s core businesses turned in strong sales and 

profit performances. Bridge Ww, Btiunnherg. Reuters. AFP 
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1144 1IJ7 11.41 lift Keyeno: 


^ To advenisc comwt 
Sarah Vfcnhof in our London rtfioe. 
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{jikifet THE INTERMARKET 


FOR EUROPE +44 171 510 5743 
FOR THE AMERICAS 1-800 572 7212 
FOR ASIA +852 2922 1188 




k>an ■ amA>iiv > ••'■."(ti’KI'ijr " 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 


Real Estate 
for Sa le 

Caribbean 
BKjS l S^ w bahaws-iand 

^esaiTSSaffi 

Tet/Fat +33 (0)1 » 52 79 00 


French Provinces 


t/ArEmmmmrY 

e ^u. ttffiG0ev * 

15 m tran Genera a Fan*; ya mb 
15 bn from Swiss bonder. Mamfcara 

. ,wpwty, bua i82s. w 

■1.7D0 sqja Siring space ntedtog 
130 sqm recepiji mom 16J0Q aom. 

paA. ceneay tad gees, spring, 
acejacnal panoramic view ner bke 

s*™* ca 2?* 8f,s *““* °" Mr »“* 

W Jfiffl teasehott FF16JOCODOO 
T«fc +33 f 


.JJ2 9B 22 82 
^ 1+33(106 08 87 W 86 
to +33 m 92 94 29 21 


PERGOfffl LUXURY MANOR 875 wua 
M rooms-tad stoas My uwbuBt 1382 
Up Sfings & costal tfttap vtow + 
50 acres, secluded. Fax 33(0)553406392 


f 


French Riviera 


CANNES CALIF0RNE 
ExcLusrvrrr.m prestos 

rcadence mb 20 acre pat, swraong 
pod. lenrris-couls. apatmert 
•th 2 OoiDoms. 2 b^rooms. 
traces, garage + 9uda 
Prica. W3&OD0O 
COHEAL MARKETING 
Tefc Mobile +33 (0)6 09 87 19 86 
TEL +33 (0M 92 94 29 00 
to +33 (DM SB 94 29 01 


CANNES CJUJFORtflE 
Urgert rase departure, in perfect 
qudness. 5 nn Crofscee. raw see and 
sttn*. saih, npiti oonbifnary via 
win high class fittings. Landscaped 
‘ gwan Mfh pooL Garage. 

MARLY PRIVILEGE. +33W4&34 0706 . 
to +33 |DK S3 94 *91 
10414 CnrisaHaflHOO GAMES 
marty-prfvtegeOopKHmcflaxoa 


CAPFBWATS 

MOST BEAUTlHJL WATERFRONT 
King Leopolds oqufciefy restored 500 
sqm. ■patoo' near Grand Hotel s vast 
bedrooms, stall torn 5500 sqm. tend, 
dtred access on sea. Cafl P. UcCrea 
+377 {0)6 07 93 51 SB 


CANNES 

outstanfcn ebb.ww. 

3 moms, bong sain. pod. stub coul 
FF1.7d0.0Q0. SAUBBTT 
«M 93698489-(D)6<»54H70 


snrorez 

In pmaie domaine. 3raw via. 
tenaces. ratal, sea raw, pod, 
term rate 1+960.000. ISAMBfcRT +33 
{0)4 93 69 HW- (0)6 09 54 11 70 


BARGAIN: SUPERB FARM 2+ hectares, 
201MB to Monaco iDmroUMMm. 
Ideal dir tufaessfceisnaf usa & bona 
rrtng TaVFa. +33 (0)5 90 23 88 2S 


CANNES on CROSETTE Bid. toge 3 
room aparnnod. 120. sqm., fomiaud 
fatten ait mnQHkxra FP2.4 U 2Mf 
tftOTfaa Tel. owner +3 fl)J6 09BBB909 


Italy 


TUSC A N Y-M AREMMA-PUNTA' ALA 
(GR| For sale beautiM mb wffli swam 
mmg pool 500 sqm. + 200 sqm. retrac- 
es Sleeps 12. WonderM visas. 1 tea 
item sea. Lire 3.300.000,000 Oftw 
properties lor sale Fax +39(0)564 
922297 e-mail. Wflr.’iwww sqjezfae. 
Cpuna ata racarre 


VENICE 120 sqm restored fist floor U 
nr canal near Salute Chutti Vary Sgd 
quta Bacony 2 baths. 88 sqm recep- 
tion Storage room, private sale. 
+39041 M31H56 +39338862B1B6 E- 
rraG-ntaoneoUl 


Monaco 


MWWS HOST BEAUHFUL 
190 SQJL VEW CASINO 
Tflt +377- R))B0793 51 98 


Morocco 


■MNIFKSNT PALACE/HMO- In titt 

Itafloa in ManaJredt Near the 
Wamoona Hospital. Ideal for an exefa- 
taW. Appmdutek 9.500 sqm. 
UOOSOO Fax; USA (21$ 625-9066 or 
E-mai wmOkbotnunn ' 


Peris and Suburbs 


WS LAMORLAYE near CHANTtLY 
COG abort 2D min - PARIS 35 km 

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 
in PRIVATE DOMAINE 

2 acre at lend, iteestone. 5 bedrooms, 
study, targe taring, huge rftkig 
2 stfing roans. Tenace, geenhouse 
Al kept in anNanl cenddoa 
ii ^JT«M.raiitlaWe. 

SCP LCXF d SOLIflRY, ndares 

Tel +33 (0J3 4467 1515 to 4457 5193 


6th -UNIQUE 

ARTIST- ATHJEfVAPAHTIlENT . 
tenace, 310 HjjtL - FF 16 mftm 

18th, a GEM HOME 

Hrara rue Lata; - FF490flOO 
+33(101 45 06 56 68 
e-msft gHmniorfCoo^uiwvtcom 


1«1, VEW EVFB. TOWER 
4 ROOe.AVBflJE HBH UARTM 
. + 3 terraces (1® sqm.) 

Top floor - panoramic view faring south. 


parking. FF9, 400000 
BONANV + 


+33 (0)1 42 88 90 DD 


265 SOM. near TOUR QFFEL 

EXCffnONAL DECORATION, 
freestone, bedrooms on ganJen. 1 
S. 0ONAMY +33 (101 42 88 901 


16ft, FLANDRW, sumy 55 sqm. Img 
room. 1 be4wm. targe equtaaf kkchen 
Closets. Rdy ranorated. Begirt bold- 
tag. enrieme, don b shops and park. 
FFI.4BH +83 B01 40 72 84 68 fean 
message) ernai apnagaOinuier 


6th, NEAR FURSTEtBERG, charm, 2 
rooms, 63 sqm., bright, 3rd floor, in, 

cetaigs, a qu^pe d ktabqi. nu- 
merous antxwJs. vratS Awi 1, 2. 3 
S 4. FR32 II Omr +33 (0)6 83705996 


ST GERMAIN EN LA YE. ^batrom 
flat. 95 sqm near Lycee InfL Partjng, 
ceflar, view. Hama, pool. Price 
FF1260JQ0 Tefc +33 p)6 07 08 2 36 


ST MOM LA OtETECHE BrpalS tarorfle 1 
Atkacfira tratan taniy house- wlh ga+ 
den. 220 sqm. FF355 fflCort Tab +33 
(011 30 56 5666 


7ft, tROVERSITE, M floor. 266 sqm 
tame u captbft obi surr, rnakfe room 
Ttt +83 10)1 45 B7 BB 56. ~ 


ST GERMABI DES ffiES ttp floor view, 
T® cert Muse, 374 rooms, 1 berkdom. 
CSKA beet come. +33(0)1 43293757 


16th - Near M Pompe 


Hlgii class Freestone buMng, sptenCM 
345 sqm. apaftrant, 3rd floor, 
nk» tafbut, very sunny, open view. 

hteWsTooms, caters. Work to ba done. 
For sate, price to negoctata. Tel: owner 

PARIS: +33 (0)1 47 27 78 29 




BEAUTHL CASTLE / PALACE tar sale 
or tea* directly by owner. 

wwwjareaHtewrt 


USA Residential 


HARBOUR WATCH-TARPON SPRINGS, 
HJOROA Eataatra waterirort ranoutay 
on Fbdda's SUN COAST. Hones sat 
at S300JXD to SI nflbn rtus. Homeatoe 
tan' 560000 ta S250JOOO. 727-9454171 
wwwtabouraatchcom 


IMI L 

USA Residential 

NYC/Greenwlch Vflbge - 5000 sf + Lcrt 

: . STOP! CIRCLE ME! 

Prime tocadon. puHtetied, nut finctos. 
central air conoekntag. martte floors. 
■ cofcmns. 14' ceftns. sauna laundry. 

flowmei profesaDnaf UeteL Perfect tor 
„ 1 person or mirfe Oarer movrg 

- Barbara Srarafcy 212-8917H2. 

DOUGLAS aiJIAN 

. .Madsoi AmfRUi S| . Cadyfe Hofei . • 

■ Rness' Center & Roonr Savice 

Included ta you 1 own 1 bedroom apart- 
. - neffl sofle in NY's ftaesi howl Large . 
sunny rooms, fabulous marble bam. - 
BeoiMy decotael Hotel savtee.' 
Fumhie awurta SBSOjODO (US) 

Macro Donett Roma 21243M731 

FOX RESIDENTIAL GROUP ' 

Real Estate 
for Rent 

U.S.A. 

MAISON INT’L NEW YORK 

RmWwd Ante. Bf Tlw tehtai, Itoteh v Vkw 

1-212-462-4766 

Wt wpcak : Fnndh, Geruu, rortnfcie. 
luBan, Spamkh. Kstob A Sipinoc. 

. 4%|Wtiacin Mpa -Csrp. Scrtkci 
1SS Fifth Av*_ Sdw U4. NYC. NY I0DI1 


French Provinces 

Soft LOIRE VALLEY 
Chateau (to la GaHnafeere 
2 pea houses in caste gantens. 

. 3 and 5 moms, period fanfare. 

6 Ions from A10 and T6V trait 
Tel +33(0)548211502. to (fl)549K39K 

Germany 

FRAM0W, FtMTAIKSTRASSE, tax- 
unousty furnished flat 82 sqm , double 
fongftfinlnn T bedroom, Italy equipped 
modem Uchen. DM lfi50 neL let +49- . 
(0)1734349182. 

Holland 

RENTHOUSE INTERNATIONAL 
' NoitaHodand 
tor (sera) hmisbed Itomtiltate. 
Tel: 31-2D6448751 Fac 31-2D6«59DS 
Nhwen 19-21. 1083 Am Amstafem 

Italy 

TUSCANY: AUTHENTIC FARMHOUSE 
in ftro hurt .ot Stara s roflng NHs Mod- 
em teeflifies Weekly rental ta fully 
equipped apanments ta many sees 
Open afl lira year. Contact E-mail 
raowfaJtorantneaflfabano com to 
++390577372335. V&t our wetsu ■ 

wwwjnrtatnnQDoai | 

SENA: WONDERFUL 2-bedroom apBrf- 
raent In fte heron ta metanal Sana. 

• LiMitaBftxhMS. tag flxx wti «. Ml- 
fepannasa. Rent per week a morah. 
E+trafl to rechefalfarerainesanfobeno: . 
com or cal her ++39Q577372U79 

London 

LUXURY FLAT - CeftRAL LONDON 
Bad Locatoi Fwretied or ufamdied, 
3 (Mdrooms. 2 baHnxnw. 2 recepwn-. 
tong or short tat. Eaton Sq. Belgravia 
SVin.£150QM(. +44 (0)4 1111 12 12 

Paris Area Furnished 

16th, PUCE ENA 

STIBIO, 5ft fttor, BL 
Pesadence wtti 24 hour searty. 
High dais, heating & hoi waur itcutad 
FF4.50Q nctafito charges 
LDZ Tefc +33 (J)l'56 02 60 » 

SAMT GERMAIN DES PRES 2 rooms. 
. 70 sqm., elegant, modem, My In- 
nished. low ratings. FF1 2.000 per 
morth. Td- +33 10)5 61 09 10 22 . 


tint 


Paris Area Furnished 


Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL ESTATE 
AGENT N PARIS 
Tefc +33 (0)1 47.203005 

Fax: +33 H»1 47 20 34 04 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 


Furetied apanments. 3 morahs or mdre 
or unfunehed, rasidaneal areas. 


Tefc +33 (0)1 42 25 32 25 

to +33 (qt 45 63 37 09 


PAHS 1ST, TUILER1S, bearrtul 5 
rooms, charm, sunny, cab, FF 13.000 
rah charges. Tel +33 (Oji 4703 3565. 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


PARC MONCEAU - 75017 PAHS 
Freestone hiding, tagh c&ss 
Prodigious apamned - B rooms, 

329 sqm Tnpte recepflni 4 bedrooms. 
4 bathrooms + 21 sqm stufio 
Rent- FF36.574 ptas chargee 

BD ST GEHMAW - 75007 PARS 
S^ietb beaone hifcvj, 

7 rorens. 269 sqm - 4 bedrooms 
Rent FF&000 + charges. 

RUE FBG ST HOMO RE - 75008 PAHS 
PrasiwM apenmert. wry 
high quoty renovaDoa Sh floor. 

224 sqm double lining 4 bedrooms 
Rert: FF25.780 pke charges. 

RUE ST PERfC - NEUtLLY 92 
Uodemn buidkng, lagh dass. 

6 roans, Sfli Boa 159 sqm. terrace. 
Dm FP21.014 ptas charges 

BVHOBkfRE MANSART 
TEL: +33 (0)1 53 70 13 13 


Summer In France 


«/v ■■ ,\ 


HOTELS 



LES 

BORIES 


Provence. Culture and “savnrr \i\Te" 

A four star Hold-Restaurant 
Route tfc t’abhaye de Senanfue 
S4~U Gordes en Provence 
Tel +3StO>4 90 72 OO 51 
Fax -+3.TfOr4 90 72 Ol 22 
E-mail : ks bones &aol. com 


mr 



NO NOISE 
NO STRESS 
.NOT CROWED 1 
_ JUST PLEASURE 
FACWG 
NONFBLAHC 


10 km from Geneva 
Tel: +33 (0)4 50 41 54 07 
L Fax: +33 (0)4 50 41 90 61 J 


French Riviera 


CHATEAU DE MONTCAUD 

Relais £r Chateaux 
Near Avignon. Orange. Lizes 
.-id- for sseaul pnd.rgrr. 
Weekend ]a zi^Kovpelle Orleans'’ 
4-days: " Discover Provence 
7-days: "Stmtmer-HoUdays" 

CHATEAU DE MONTCAUD 

F-30200 Bagnolsr-sur-Cuze 

Tel: +33 -4 66 89 60 60 
Fjdc + 33 >4 66 89 45 04 
e-mail: mDnlcduJSitUsdulMuxJr 


HOl ^£ 


Pams 


mi 

— (FRaSCEi 

ONE OFTHEWORUTS LAST PaUCES 
Forradv lit smmuf mxbh'n .4 Napob>n 111 
md Empresi Eueana us knun art awbw 
Cbanranuiith! iWt ,iu Pai» m iranuhoiul 
ana fix lacaiKa.+j. Spucul Lida m tall pm- 
<*m immrauni S!dn& vuyr Inun 2 u5*j FF 
per mdB lor 2 Pavw in i doiteta hedn>T} 
ie«rt^ Aujun. 

HOTEL Dl PALAIS 
l.iidrrtoiicijnu.nCMrBbrnn iFHaNCEi 
T ffc r»» 5 5441 <4 «> to itti 5 W 41 V W 
E-raaH: nautrr< h w ri-do-paiaK^om 


8th, FBG ST H0N0RE 

On couMid and garden, 
bong Bristol Hotel, very beeUltri 
apanmere. 2 receptions. 4 bedrooms. 
3 bams LUXUROUS RENOVATION. 
Promodm Tel: +33 (0)1 45 04 16 11 


Switzerland 


GENEVA LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
ment. Fran studios to 4 becknoms. Tet 
+41 22 735 6SG0 to +41 22 736 2671 


GENEVA TELEKOM, now for rant 
in private homBS near exhUion center. 
E-mat horyaeswssaianexh 


USA 


NYC FURNISHED APARTMENTS. 1 
week b 1 year Great Locations. Cafl 
PaCtvqu: 212-4489223. Fare 212- 
4489226 E-Mai. attunenoCaoLcom 


Real Estate Wanted/Exchange 


SUPERB ESTATES WANTED 

For sae .' rert draefly by tie owner 

Scareteraron raparattana & 
imfviduai cSerts are baking tennd 


• Preferably 


tacaUna in the 


French i Swiss Alps 6 on (he 
Madtenaiwn coast Sfron rfctara tnom 
ai rfcmaCCWffl aepori is requrai 

"■ VneyanJs & after businesses ideal lor 
tarn key operators or long term 
iwestmerts are afco consteaed 

* Please siimt a tent prasaaafion of 
you real estate or busmess, & a 
pretamnaiy U mctarflng you base 
damanfe Photos I omer essential 
detals are rerMrecL 

' Any. proceedings with or clems are 

supported by Segal assistance i reqitawl 
Credenrafi tam any potential dta 
woub be wbmirad upon request 

Please wrto in strict conflctence to: 
Christiania Estaa Service 
to *47 22 62 07 30 
E-aait traedteortafluro 


B KMS NICE, VILA, 180 sqm sleeps a 
partial, pool terrace summer tirohen. 
Week or month, Tel/for. +33 {0)4 
93543193 erntf pcquesG nams race Jr 


Paris & Suburbs 


IEAR HILTON, 2 be* huge iwrw. sen- 
sational JVM May thru Sep. FF22DCO 
moreh. Tfif agetn +33 (0)1 40 53 B9 33 


OTEL ASTOD'IA 

A gay in the Frendi Alps, Ain-les- Bains Come and 
discover ■\storia Hotel '“.A completely renovated 
palace from the beginning of the century with- 
- 1 Vi large rooms - J dining rooms 
- Spacious saloons - 2 bars and fitness room 

We also offer you the pleasure of playing golf on the 
courses of 

"Les Savoies’ 

Place des Thermes 
B.P. 501 

73105 Aix-Les-Bans Cedes 
Tel +33 10)4 79 35 12 28 Fax +35(0)4 79 351105 




R3i^4:i;u : 

G O' L f 


Second golf chain In France, rums 16 golf 
courses of quality, most of them are situated 
on the Atlantic coast FOR MULE GOLF offers 
you attractive rates that will permit you to dis- 
cover different golf courses. 


Free Qpflirrtemahon uper. request Tel +33(0)2 40 12 55 99 -Fax +33(0)2 40 20 38 12 


/a C&J> ck Cowl Aire * * * * 

A four star Hotel Restaurant with private beach, swimming pool 
and private boat for excursions. The hotel has 42 rooms and 
1 suites, ail air-conditioned 

HOTEL LE CLUB DE CAVALIERE 
83980 Le Lavandou 

Tel: +33 (O) 4 94 05 80 14 - Fax: +33 (OH 94 05 73 16 
Internet: http^/www. hotel-dub-cavaJiere.com 


HOLIDAYS 


£ 


COTE-D'AZUR 


Holidays in beautiful 
french riviera 
discover it. 

A unique selection of 
accommodation and pri- 
vate villas. 

Abah Travel Ltd 

eazttr^com 


NIGHTLIFE 



1Z, Avcme Gorge V- PariiS 
TM. +33 (0)1 47 23 32 32 
Fra +33 (0)1 47 23 48 26 


Ski 


Bulgaria 


BULGARIA- VILLA BTRESOVIBorovett 
Unexpected luxury and comfort uv 
matched ateewhare in Bataans. Now 
more aflordabte than ever Exclusive 
U S owned Smss-styte chteei in Rite 
Mountain reson steals a 4 bedrooms 
eecti win ptwaie batnroom and batcony. 
iwng mom dtarog room, goumet ttch- 
en EttMStefy decuanf. iUV equipped 
with afl amentos mckjcflrg whrtpoote 
ant sauna. Extraortinaiy hideaway and. 
ratae+teyond your npecteUft. Fa tree 
brodMoe and resenanons. Strescn imi. 
Sofia TeL+35 82-9804292 Fax'+3592- 
9610482 Website. IfflpJ.VSIadreswcom 
E-raa* inqumBS^vtoUBsovcom. 


NORTH AMERICAN RANCH VACATIONS 



IGBAR 


(JOBSTHAHCH 


CANADIAN 
CARIBOO 

GETAWAY 

4Days/3 Nights 
Accommodations & Meals 
S 600.00 CDN + tax/ Couple 
EXTRAS 

Horseback Riding. Pack Tops. 
Hayrides. Cattle Doves. 

Goldpanning 
Phone/Fax 250-459-2333 
www.bigbarranch.coni 
CLINTON. B.C. CANADA 


Holiday Rentals 


Caribbean 


CARIBBEAN VACATION VILLAS 
S HOTELS ■ on ST. BARTHELEUY. 
F.WL & oiher seta Caribbean bends 
Gmfl sooner packages' The bes vflbs 
in fte best bcatons. Afco.Jovety vfesn 
taly. Francs A tin English counuyside 
Our agnus have mspeded rt vttu & 
hotels personafly. WMCO/SIBARTH ■ 
www.wincovflauom US. lef (401)649- 
801 2/to 847-6290. bom FRANCE 0 800 
SO 16 20 


VfflGti GOffflA, Brash Virgin Islands - 
New luxury private villa lor tern. 4|5j 
sufles. outstandng aroltaecrural design, 
specraraar 35 ft. iwinmiiaol ora rock. 
3 m rules to private coral beach, dariy 
service Cortaa loc +49-761-55 62 004. 
web site wwwkaiilchepomi.com or 
E-mat rentals Olailcheportde 


Internet address: 

http://www.ilit^om 


Absaroka Ranch 

SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES 
8.000 Ft high in Wyoming! 
Snowcapped peaks. Lush Alpine 
forests and meadows offer both 
solitude and beauty on a grand 

Activities Include: Horseback 
'riding, hiking, fishing 
Close to 

YeRowstone National Park!! 
Star Route. 

Dubois, Wyoming 8251 3 
T&: 307-455-2275 
Discounts in June I 


SAFARIS 



M .A K I L 

4 Place de Valois 
75001 hrit 

1^0142968000 F® 0142961805 

e-moil > makiki@eosyneT.fr 
Web ■- Hrrp://www.maki la.fr 
Want a holiday wrth a difference? 
Come and see us or coil 


Italy 


TUSCANY 

MAREMHA-PUNTA ALA (GR). 
Liftury vffla to rent, t-eauiitul vier/s 
swanmoig pool 500 sq m ♦ ZOO sq m. 
[maces Sleeps li June'Sept 65 m+ 
Son tee June>July/AuguEi1 75 mfllun tee 
July 8 Auqusi 60 mfcn tee Juv 30 mi- 
Bon be. Many qfter ribs S aparmwiB 
10 ren Fax +39 [01564 922297 s-mai 
lapcban Hattie irpuru ala vacant? 


Spring 
in 

London 

Situated in a quiet Residential 
Street in South Kensington 
\Cc uHt-r 2 h apjnnirms renpiij; 
imin I-? bedrooms 
Bach j parunr m h» i fiilh' equipped 
LiiL-hcn/nxcpiiun Mj*J 
senlte/siicIDieTV: 

2+ hour recepuon with lax 
and laundry <crvn:e 
The pcrilxT alternative to Hold 
aavunmodaum fin - the \iriiinn 
limth or business peixm. 
Compannhc ratofrinti and ideal 
location. Knqshl'bridjw MuseunK 
and the Exhibitum HalU at Eaii- 
‘ cottn/Obmpu moke <;.*Hin»:ham 
Cardens itic ideal Ikhiic trom home. 

CoflingfaaiH Sorimi Aparteents 

For rata and tarochwe please contact: 
26-27 Coftnghan Gadens-Lowton SW5 OHH 
Tfct 0171544-8677 - Fax: 0171-244-7331 


RENTALS 


VACATION IN FLORIDA 

LuxLiricjs 3 bedroom 2 bath 
furnsr.sd conic for rent. Close to 
bsoches, fine restaurants. 
Eollettieri Tenri:s Academy, goif 
cuts, i 5 hour driving rc Disney 
Worle. Sea World. Bush Gardens. 
Access 4 .c the community 
swimming, pool, jacuzzi. tennis 
court s free -vith tie rent 
Please call TeL'Icx (941)753-6622 
E-mail. WILDDARYA® AOL.COM 


PORTOFINO 300 sqm 2 Ito.r «Ha. 4 
bedrooms. 4 bafts. 30 sq m Terrace. 
1200 sqm oaiden, 2 pariungs. Pnce 
June & Sep 512003 July S15J30D Au- 
gust 515 000 Tel +33-0' 153430052 


Sec Saturdav'x Lntenuarkirt 


fur \ru J-rirndfchifj*. IjUi-rnAlfiirul 
Mn-tinj: PtiinL Nuimie* it D<un< , +iii>, 
7Ii mirffTi* n>ninr/ Sural i WV-rduif 
on +lt 171 sill ST 18 
or fu.\ + lf J7I V87 314.2 
A GREAT ORAL ILVPPFAS 
.AT THE 1\TERH\RKET 


GENERAL 


Auto Rentals 


RENT AUTO DERGI RWKfc We^ 
FF500 - ” days FT1500 Tel - toa 
+33(0)1 4368 «5. Fax «h1 4353 9529 


Autos Tax Free 


EUROPE AUTO BTOKERS. MC 

Tpl HO Band 31ffl|30^06M94 r*flQ609M 


Legal Sendees 


DIVORCE w 1 DAY. * 

B» 377. Sutwy M 0177S ISA T* 
97ft443®87. r®. 87^4430163- 


Personals 

Personals 

Business Opportunities 

. CONGRATULATIONS 

SANDRA WESTERDUW 

and 

BfUC KRUtS 
at fte bkft ta ritaft son 
SEBAST1AAN BRAM 

MAY THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
' be adored gtorifed loved and preserved 
Uvooghota fte wold, now and toraver 
Sacred Heart ta Jesus, pray lor us Sort 
Jude, water ta msades. pray for us 
Sari Jude helper ta Its heptaess, pray 
torus. Amen Say ftfc prayer nne times 
a day. by d* rwrflti day. your prayer «d 
be answered h has raw been known 
. to ML Pitkatim nut be pronreed UK 

OFFSHORE 

COMPANIES 
Comprehensive Services 

Tef +44 Kl) 1824 626591 

onUarehZS 

Fran tal you hiends al fte TA 

Business Opportunities 

FriK +44 IQ 1624 625)20 
E-Maf aetonOerflenriise net 

.OFFSHORE COMPANIES. For free bro- 
due or advte Tet Linton 44 181 74i 
. 1224 Fax. 44 181 748 £&5&'B338 

wwwappletonmi* 

. . 


THANK YOU SAJHT JUDE 

for prayets awal 
SMG 

ASTON CORPORATE TRUSTEES LTD 

' 


i 


Escorts & Guides 

^^OCIETY 

TUB Mo*l Piwftigio** text Agra*SF 

Executive Sai&8 Woddwde 

tenure FastoL eaww 

SopresnzfcA 9oni 2i?r 
Brussels. Udaft- 

Tefc <44(0)171265 1Q33« 


BRUSSELS ESCORT AGS^ 

Teh . 32 3 21fi IB tt 
W+ 3232169319 

5«cfcn tram ptoWW* 


ALL ElfflOFE HBUrS HOI SOCE1Y 
Verna P«. 

flaemarorcs Escort & 
vEwa++8-l-saS4i»<0Bdin« 




inl^TTahc^ 

ESGpIS. 

Dtortfi top tatarafival beaufltt 

Nev York US #213 

, OFfiCE#BCTLT'“ 


PAR'S ' 

GBfEVA Ewrti++4t B B37 7884 


ARiSTOCATS Escort Service 

3 StaakSm 9. London Wl 
London Tsfc 0171 258 0090 


• MILAN ESCORT SERVICE 
- -h39 (0)368 412214 - 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK, Escort 
said* (eatoring Isaufti. dwntaw, 
sopbtatecMed mod*. Tet 212^1991 
E-mat jnbfioyogk&coni 


WKITA ESCORT SERVICE 
(Tbe Nurtber i In Class sd Easdsncsj 
SbnnJ^tar baaufid iwdah wflh that «- 
ta EvRdsI touch TEL 07331 669639 


Deciding to advertise in the IHT has proven 
to be the most effective and appropriate, way 
to contact an audience of such higp calibre; 
In fact, it has proven to be so 
effective that our phones - - 

are constantly occupied.” 

Thf Fmaira* IferrAonB Group 
' ; 


PARIS ESCORTS 
+3120^789221 


BEAUTffUL BRUNETTE, Sliimung 
Figure. Chaimng Priwte Easri Savica 
LiniySWa Paota London: CB561 39696 


BUCK BEAUTY ESCORT SERVICE 

Exdusm? Elerm Educated & 

Lontoi i HeaftiM. D1812CG9637.( 


JAN BK HOLLAND ESCORT CLUB 
For he and she. Escort service since 
1967. Tel. +31(0)20 622 27651420 3827 


■MADfflD ’ HARMONY * BARCELONA' 
Rea of EpEter The mosi stunrihfl Krai 
sawn. Tet 619660928 or 630983192 


NATHALIE CHARMING and vay 
Frtemfiy Beautiful Blonde Prorate 

Ewan &MB. London Tef 0411 350 568 


TWO STUNNING AIR H0STSESSES 
UartsVJntunnestwqXasaL Private Oe- 
crea .Escm Sevics +44 0 374 614 672 


— YOUNG & HEW 
Fnmly: pretty & decreet is Class 
London Escort Service 0171 82i 6689 


•ZURICH*. 
Canine Bead Servtae 
Tet 079 f VS 30 81 


Financial Services 


PRIME COLLATERAL 

INSTRUMENTS 
Veraure Capita Finance A ratable 
tef Goranmera Rrojecc and 
Garanmera Convenes 
ftat are tor sale 
Latge Projects our Specsity 
Alsu, Long Term Finance tor 
Largs and Smsl Cwiroanies 
Nocoramsson Urti Fulded 

REPRESENTATIVE 
Needed to an as Liaison 
Please reply in Ehgfisii 

VENTURE CAPITAL CONSULTANTS 
Investment tankers 
16311 Ventura Bind, Suite 989 
End n o, CaStoreto 31436 USA 
to Ik: (818) 905-1898 
Tel: (BIS) 78941422 
Hoflant Sr Assoc Deta O.G. Letfstad 


Business Services 


ATHLE1A MANAGEMENT LTD 

(OSshore Capoere & Truaj 
Comet Tony Go^VAtan Alert 
tem M 1834 6160072516006 
Efliai aetaa§BrteiprHna 
or Benara Cantray. Fiance 
TNffaic +332 96917629(96917904 
Mot* +33 609732796 




:':y 


: ; f •;?: 


.Appears every Monday in 
The ImcrmarVa. To advertise C<micum 
S nqra Broadhead m our London office' 
Tfll.: -44 171 510 5723 
Fk -44 171 N67 54riC 
oryiwr ihnnM IHT office w 
npRseiW'** 

. Till WU1M HnliUll V.Wwl*tft> 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 



New Lower Rotes! 

Call the U.S. from: 

France -20$ 

Germany 2K 

Italy 25C 

Japan 2K 

U.K 15t 


r No Deposit • No Minimum 
No Set Up Fees • No vat 


Instant Activation 
tiemized 6- Second Billing 
24-Hour Customer Service 


Agents can 1.206.479.2616 


Tel: 1.206.376.1962 
U.S.: 1.800.965.1626 
Fax: 1.206.376.1963 

wv/v/.kaliback.com 

Email: infoekaIlback.com 


Business Services 


YOUR OFFICE M LONDON 
Bond Street - Mai. Phone. Fax, Telex 
Tel- 44 171 290 9000 Fei 171 399 7517 


Capital Available 


UMUUITED WTL FUNDING Business 
and toed Fnancng - varai? C^dql 
to brief project summary: +31 1M 690 
364 or Mitai successfundft yahoo om 


Employment 


Educational Positions Available 


EXPERIENCED TOEFL TEACHERS 
nested xnmsdttatay far Pans S rutute 
Programs Horn sm lo many one hours 
wmf_- Blocked in are Send CV- to 
Bon B77. LH.T.. F-92S21. te (dy Cedes 


DINING OUT 




PARIS 5th 

PARIS 61b 

MAHARAJAH 

Sum^rt Infa atom fron Ntenritm 
knaatous MromSnn, W^anBienad vtaom, 
mams 1 27/1 An«rti ISO F 
77.bda-Gennan.IU.01 4354 2607 

& Otyjoraj 

*— Ona of die bed b Yujpray wlidi goes 
head to head vrift (he Landmls fhest* 

DC EVENfeC SOtfOARD. 

14, raw Dauphira I Ol 43 26 44 91 

PARIS 6th 

NBMYSUB-SBNE 


A GOOD ADOSES5 TO BEXAM 
Menu 109 FT: 10 Wwton, mn muses, 
daserti llanqnaftig hofl + ‘coupe dnm- 
pendbe" offered ta antawnmn. 

JARDINS ST-GERMA1N 

14, nn du Dragon U 01 45 04 72 82 

J ARRAS SE 

Sm food and Rdi xpedaflrtei. Fieih doOy 
delivery; Cana + Menu IT 195. Vale* pa- 
iring. Privets binges. Open everyday. 

Ata A Mn MORUON 4, ml de Ataftid 
fcL 01 4A2407 56- Fax: Ol 40 88 35 60 


VIENNA 

LE BILBOQUET 

A fas totnile stare 1W7 
Al ft* haarl of SmnKfontialiHto+Piwt 
tordriraroradrinto 
Gastranamkal aam ta a nauncUa prica. 
73, run 5tan»flwioa. 1 Ol 45^8 1.84 

KERVANSARAY 

toriddi 8 Ml Mritaiei, lohsw hm, 

ML 512884S. Air eoaMmd 80m. Opwa. 
Nora-8 pja & 6 pjil-Ioiil, except Sunday. 
Open hofldoyv 


Tf* |L I'TtHMlKiMI ***- • 4 

ilcralt S5^enbunc 


T HF.emu.ifsmu.i nl*sp\pf.h 

PLANNING TO RUN A CLASSIFIED AD? 

Place your Ad quickly and easily, contact your nearest IHT office 
or representative with your text. You wiU be informed of foe cost 

immediately, and once payment is made your ad will appear 
within 48 tours. All major Credit Girds Accepted. 


EUROPE 

FRANCE WQfc Rsrii. 

U (Ol] 41 «93 6i. 
fee (01U1 43 M 7C> 
f-mpif QjBifiedein ran 

GERMANY. AUSTRIA & CENTRAL EUIIO- 

ftFrorifurl 
H. 1059] 9712500 
feK.|040]97iaCW 

UMIEDNNGDOMiUwtori 

W {OI7i} £10 57 aB 
wfe*.2o2X» 

Fa pi 71 tier 3*52 


EUROPE 

SVWTZ08AND: P-A. 

Id 004121 738302! 
fovOCWI 21 728 30 , ?l 

WORTH AMERICA 

NEW YORK: 

Id (2121 752-3850 
« he (8CCH 572-7212 
Fc»v 1212)7556785 

ASIA/RAOnC 

HONG KON& 

V (852)2922-1186 
Uo. 61)70 HTHX 
fa*. (853) 2922-1150 
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Dow ’s Rise Shows the Big Stars Still Have a Lot of Pull 


By Robert D. Hershey Jr. 

New York Tir mi Scwe 

NEW YORK — In its final sprint 
to the 10.000-pomt level, a peak 
once scarcely imagined, the Dow 
Jones industrial average showed 
i ha i slock market investors inten- 
sified what had already seemed an 
inexhaustible preference for the 
biggest and best. 

“It was all the big names — the 
big caps." said Alfred Goldman, 
chief market strategist at AG. Ed- 
wards & Sons in SL Louis, in re- 
viewing the first three months of 
1999 Wednesday as managers fin- 
ished dressing their portfolios for 
client inspection. “We're in a very 
selective market* so the deal is, 
you’ve got to buy the big-name 
stocks." 

Wednesday's action, however, 
was not entirely a matter of pro- 
fessionals adding recent winners 
and shedding losers, as the market 
suffered a late sinking spell that 
pushed the Dow 127.10 points lower 
to pare its gain for the quarter to 6.6 
percent. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 
index, also dominated by large 
companies, lost a proportionally 
similar amount to finish the quarter 
ahead by 4.6 percent. 

It was the first time since the final 
quarter of 1996 that the industrial 
average had beaten the S&P, and it 
did so despite a 35 percent skid by 
Philip Morris Cos. Much of that slide 


came after an Oregon jury ordered 
the company to pay $81 million in 
damages to the family of a Marlboro 
smoker who died of cancer. 

By contrast, the Standard & 
Poor’s indexesof medium-sized and 
small companies slumped 7 percent 
and 9 percent, respectively. 

“You still have the large-cap- 


Amazon.com Inc., the Internet 
bookseller, jumped 61 percent, to 
$172.1875. to surpass the price of 
Yahoo! Inc., the leading Internet 
search directory, at S 168.375. up 42 
percent for the quarter. 

Joining the high-technology win- 
ners were brokerage houses, airlines 
and various retailers, beneficiaries 


Joining the high-technology winners were 
brokerage houses, airlines and various retailers, 
beneficiaries of continued avid consumer spending 
that itself is partly fueled by rising stock prices. 


italization. global growth compa- 
nies leading the market and still 
have the narrowness that prevailed 
last year." said Timothy O’Grady, 
senior portfolio manager for First 
Capital Group in Morristown. New 
Jersey. 

Software, computer and many 
oiher high-technology companies 
also sparkled, with Microsoft Corp. 
rising 29 percent to finish at 
$89,625, where its total value sur- 
passed $450 billion. 25 percent more 
than the second-largest company on 
the market. General Electric Co. 

The Nasdaq market, which is 
heavily weighted with technology 
shares, spurted 12 percent over the 
winter, with CMG1 Inc., which de- 
velops and operates Internet and di- 
rect-marketing companies, soaring 
244 percent to finish at $183.0625. 


of continued avid consumer spend- 
ing that itself is partly fueled by 
rising stock prices. 

Citigroup Inc. posted the biggest 
gain among Dow stocks — although 
it was not the biggest contributor to 
the average's 605-point gain — as it 
climbed 29 percent to $63,875, 
more than double its low of last 
October when foreign economic tur- 
moil was at its most intense. 

Charles Schwab & Co. and Don- 
aldson. Lufkin & Jenrene Inc. paced 
a giant run-up in brokerage firm 
stocks, which were badly battered 
last year. 

Each of them rebounded 70 per- 
cent during the latest quarter. 

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & 
Co. climbed 41 percent, Lehman 
Brothers Holdings Inc. and Merrill 
Lynch & Co. by about one-third. 


and Bear, Steams & Co. by 25 per- 
cent. 

Airlines, aided by low fuel prices 
as well as free-spending travelers, 
were led by Delta Air Lines Inc. and 
Southwest Airlines, each up 33 per- 
cent. and UAL Corp., which rose 30 
percent. 

AMR Corp.. which experienced a 
10-day sickout by its pilots.- and US 
Airways Group Inc., however, 
edged’lower. 

Among retailers. Consolidated 
Stores Inc., up 50 percent, and Dol- 
lar General Corp-, up 44 percent, 
posted some of the biggest gains. 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the largest 
company in the group, gained 13 
percent to push Us market capit- 
alization — what it would theo- 
retically cost to buy every share — 
above the S200 billion level. 

Drug stocks were mixed, as 
American Home Products Corp. 
ended the quarter 1 6 percent higher, 
Pfizer Inc. was up 1 1 percent, and 
Merck & Co. gained 9 percent. 

But Abbott Laboratories. Bristol- 
Myers Squibb Co. and Eli Lilly & 
Co. all lost between 4 percent and 5 
percent, while Warner-Lambert 
Co., maker of the controversial dia- 
betes drug Rezulin. lost 12 percent. 

Utilities weakened as interest 
rates crept higher, with the S&P 
utility' index falling 10 percent. 
Nonetheless, there was little sign of 
inflation, and precious metals 
turned in another poor performance, 
with the Philadelphia gold and silver 


1st Quarter Scores 


$AP 500 vs. 
Dow industrials 
Jan.1, 1999=100 




index slipping 8 percent. 

Looking, ahead, the Dow after 
millenary milestones has advanced 
in the following quarter on two of 
every three occasions and has done 
better than other market indexes. Its 
biggest rise was 123 percent after 
the average bit 6,000 in late 1996. 
according to LIM Research.com. Its 
biggest loss the quarter after passing 
a new thousand-point level was 1 .2 
percent and came after its July 1997 
surge to 8,000. The research com- 
pany also said that the Russell 2000 
index bad underperformed the gen- 
eral market in the quarter following 
seven of the past eight 1 .000-point 
Dow milestones. 


Merrill Lynch and Goldman Lead the Underwriting Parade 


By Joseph Kahn 

New York Twin Semre 

NEW YORK — Merrill Lynch & 
Co. underwrote more securities than 
any other Wall Street firm in the first 
quarter of 1999, while Goldman. 
Sachs & Co. was the leader in mer- 
ger and acquisitions. 

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & 
Co. took first place in stock trans- 
actions, bolstered in part by arranging 


three big stock offerings by Delphi 
Automotive Systems Corp., Equant 
NV and Inc., according to rankings 
announced Wednesday. 

The quarterly rankings of secu- 
rities firms are closely watched 
within the industry as an indicator of 
which ones are strongesL informa- 
tion that is seen as swaying the de- 
cisions of companies that use Wall 
Street investment-banking services. 
Overall, (he tables did not contain 


many surprises in the two dozen 
areas of the businesses they track. 

Merrill Lynch, Morgan Stanley, 
Goldman, Citigroup Inc.'s Salomon 
Smith Barney Inc.. Lehman Broth- 
ers Holdings Inc. and Credit Suisse 
First Boston generally rank at the 
top, as they did last year. 

So far this year. Goldman holds a 
commanding' lead over its main 
rivals in advising on completed mer- 
gers and acquisitions, with a 43 per- 


cent market share worldwide, meas- 
ured by value of the deals. First 
- Boston placed second with 28 per- 
cent. and Merrill Lynch ranked a 
close third. 

In total underwriting of both debt 
and equity, Merrill Lynch is the per- 
ennial leader of all Wall Street 
firms, and the first quarter of this 
year was no different Salomon 
Smith Barney placed second. 

Another measure of prowess is 


underwriting fees earned, which do 
not always correlate to the volume 
of deals completed. Merrill Lynch 
earned $345 million in fees, leading 
Morgan Stanley, which reported 
$326 million. In the debt business, 
Merrill Lynch maintained its long- 
standing position as Wall Street’s 
biggest bond underwriter. 

Morgan Stanley took first place in 
equity and equity-related volume, 
followed by Merrill Lynch. 


Ve ry briefly: J ~ — — 

_ •rinr Cn the Japanese brokerage, said it 
•Nikko Securities Co., me jap^ 10.4 tnllion yen 

merged its two asset-managemem ^ Asset Man- 

($86.3 billion) «set manner. ^ Cities has roughly a 66 
agement Co., in Yen in capital, employs 

percent slake, has about 16 bd York, Singapore and 

around 400 and has umts in Lo Nikko Securities Invest- 
ing Kong. It was fonwd ihm ‘ Nikko In- 

men! Trust* which hwidl^m which managed pen- 

ternational Capital ' sVS d a pretax profit of • .. 

sion assets. Nikko iJSfjfiko International had a (sj . 

4.2 bdhontyen for last year, Nikko one-quarter owned by 
pretax profit of 33 ° J^profit from asset management f 

.oSfor icTuSome on flock commission. . 

•South African shares , 

with foreign investors, more *an Intf ? keB> putting the ' 
crisis swept through wwigrog offshore investors 

brakes on hindflows^ntd^asbow^ t 

have been net buyers ^ “KSng of the year, ex- 

iSSSSSS&isteas- : 

along with the stock market and long-term bonds. 

• Zeltia S A is Spain’s hottest stock, but some investors don ’t 

think it should be. Zehia’s shares have risen n inefold over the , 

SSi? moX, making the household-chemicals and aspinng 
biotechnology company the best- performing stock uj Spain. jt 

It's no w selling at about at 66 times earnirys^Dubious Spmish /T., 

manaeers and analysts use the example qi vnusn - 

Biotech PLC, the first publicly traded biotechnology com- 
remv in Britain and onSe its most valuable biotechnology 
company. British Biotech's shares lost almost all theu_value 
after trials showed its drug Marimastat was no better at 
stemndng pancreatic cancer deaths than competing drugs. (S' 
S^lSSogy unit. Pharma Mar. is woAmg qn^ 
treatments for cancer that use the venom secreted by sea 
squirts, slugs and other marine invertebrates. 

• China National Petroleum Corp., the largest oilcompany 
in China, plans to sell shares for the first ume m China and 
overseas to help fund new projects. The company declined to 
give details on bow much it planned io raise or where shares 
would be Listed. 

• Standard Life Investments LbL’s head of European equit- 
ies, Leon de Jerez, who led opposition to Olivetti SpA s bid for 
Telecom Italia SpA, resigned from the Scottish company to 
manage assets for Tflney Investment Management. 

• On the Abidjan bourse, buying shares traditionally re- 

sembles a lottery, with prices bouncing around for op clear 
reason. But brokers say things may be changing, with the •• 
emergence of research and more informative company results. j 
Since the West African bourse replaced the Ivory Coast bourse • - 

last September, some of the 14 brokers have set up rudimentarv J 

research departments, typically with one rookie analyst, and 
research reports are starting to circulate. “They’re not for 
general use,’’ one analyst said. “The market's not sophis- • 1 

Scaled enough. If we recommend a stock and it goes down. . 
people will be knocking on our door to get compensation." " 

Rearers. BhxuHberg 
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Advertisement 


For information please contact, 

Lyora Raab: Fax (33-1)41 43 92 1 2 or e-mail: funds€»dit.co<n 


INTERNATIONAL FUNDS 

Quowbots Gupptfrd by lund groups to standards POORS MCROPal c 33-1 40 2B 09 0B e^nal htdtfB4iracrapa.tr 


To receive free dally quotations for your 
funds subscribe at; •^undsfiihLconi 


April 1,1999 

http^/www.iht. com/IHT /F1I N/f umb-htmt 


OH ABC ISLAMIC BANK (EC1 
Montnfr-MMiiPO WW,F, SXKW TIS2JJ50 
ra ABC Utaifc Fund (E.C) S INU4 

«•] ABN AMIO BAKX, P-D. ■« m AacMBN 

m Cctortx SnAM S 1B4J0 

w Too Eumos Fund R > I2A5S 

m Tmns Europe Funds I 13158 

» Almno NLQ 1S424 

■M ABN AMBD F»»b TO . 352424MI.XUW9 
4,nrtJ MonruAJlBOUnLF. 352-0 
a untn Arwnai Eq FU ( 4145 

3 Global Em MafM* Eq Pd S 3059 

3 Ja am Eqg.lv Fd 8 50.81 

a AHa Boqa 5 5747 

J A son Ttftn Ed Fd S 3758 

a Brazil Equity I 355? 

a China EoodV Fd 1 -HU 

0 Easwm Europe Ed Fd l 78-71 

3 Euro Bone Funa ! 5772 

a Euro Eoduy I e*50 

a Eutoeh Bond Fd l 7451 

a Europe Easily Fd t 11179 

a Gunnany Band Ed B 1 59A7 

a Gennonv Edull* Fd t 1A54S 

a GMai BandFs t 71.9* 

a GiaM Ea Bond X 51 01 

d Global Easily Fd S EU5 

a GUM lidorm Sat Equ 1 7278 

a GMxa UMSacEa l au 

d GtoMlRnauRnSacEd I «*B0 

a duty Bond Fund I 0055 

a IWy EauVy Fund f 8BB3 

3 Laftn twin Bond Fd I «8M 

3 NMtwtoWe Bond Fd i 51 JB 

a Mamtitamfc Ea Fd ( 50 41 

: Norti Anww> Ea Fa s 13A.91 

a inn Bond Fund E 7504 

a SroWtaid Eoudy Fd Wf 22500 

j US Bond Fund I 0982 

2W ABN AAUW M7HIEI7 S80WTH FUND 
: ABN U.’.OO mi an-Eaio ( SI 92 

3 ABN A^NO lid Gm-NLG S 4IJ5« 

a ABN Af.TPO imcmflEF E 480 4 

e ABN 0/.1P3 Ini GIHiSD t 45.98 

; ABN A7/SQ Ini < 4X55 

U- ABHA.vmnlGttU 7L f »JS 

m ABS0U7TE PEBFflKM TJ1 18 5722 III 

- cronnmunaaaniiud 5 11175 

- « wja- Irtfi ud j 11558 

- Pvijraruumi lm I 1570a 

- Wmj-Cam t DM* 

- Ttrtewin LM OEV 97J«8 

087 AtG ASSET HANAfiCMENT L98 

r AiGAram E» 7ni« l 7911S8 


t 79 1158 
_ , 1 *4l«0 

■ AiGSotanr.vd fronoFd 1 1715174 

> A!i Euro Suwl Co Fa PK 5 73S25W 

3 AG JSaor Small Co-.Fd I 1147 

■ £15 Lfrtfi AmvnoaFoPfc 5 121 0423 

. A iGSn«.T A -JO StnCci » 45 7472 

r VJBZ EurorGoBmuw Fund 1819* 

- ’.BZ CiS-jiflifrFunal i 1439*5* 

3 UE2 uavidrfr Fund D‘5 9 755834 

I J3I bnudjfr Fund 5F 0<F 1J4AI14 

2 U AW PRIVATE BANK LTD 
: ru=Gro/.“i'5afrron5FP Cf' *ij» 

3 Asia Vamp Cmn U5S I 8*7 4g 

.• 8 • FliflC 5X! IS417; 

S C-Fww 7AJI7J 

? .‘--dir! 3>r 23071 
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a i.'9Z S ■ Bo"? c una t If 24 

3 'JSZ Amonran Ea Fund 5 208 *3 

r MSiD-F-zna 9CV 23145 

- -j!l A 5 178247 

- 1732 DnvmdM Strgm B 1 1288 64 

- J92 Vnte. F 5 4451, 

- •J9Z;.wiv;ndS!ro«3 9IIJJ 

3 J82DV EondFunc 2CB 1*19 
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Very briefly; 

. central baak gave two U.S. banks. Chase Man- 

? atla ? C ? rp - Md Bank of New York, permission to open 
*/ branches xn major cities. ‘ ■ 

•South Korea eased restrictions on foreign-exchange trans- 
actions to allow nonresident foreigners to engage freely in 
foreign-exchange transactions in the country, tut it stopped 

iJhort of making the won fully, convertible 

• Japsuj opened a public debt-collection agency, Resolution 
& Collection Cotp„ that will play the central role in liq- 
uidaung the financial system’s bad debt. 

• Computershare LttL, which develops software for se- 
curities exchanges, will buy 15 percent of die Internet stock- 
. broker E*Trade Australia Ltd. for 233 million Australian 

- dollars ($15 million). 

•Gas Authority of India Ltd.'s profit rose 2 percent, to 1030 
billion rupees ($24 million), in the year ended Wednesday; 
•South Korea's trade surplus fell for a second straight month 
in March, to $2.43 billion from $3.7 billion a year. earlier. 

• New Zealand's government will proceed with plans to split 
Electricity Corp. into three competing businesses after Maori 
tribal interests dropped a legal challenge to the move. 
•Vietnam's currency, the dong, is being prevented by a 
restrictive new trading band from gradually depreciating to 

- realistic levels against the dollar, five foreign and local 

/ bankers said. AP.AFP.Bloumberg./truim 


Big-Thinking Chinese HDTV Maker Looks to U.S. Market 


By Sharon R. King 

A'gx- ynrk Tinus Service . 

With ambitions that echo those of 
Japanese and South Korean man- 
ufacturers in earlier decades, Konka 
Group Co. of Shenzhen, China, is 
seeking to make the leap from a 
well-known brand at home to a 
global consumer electronics maker 
by grabbing a share of the U.S. 
market for television sets. 

The American market is among 
the toughest in the world, but Konka 
is betting that it can compete by 
being* among the first and the 
cheapest to oner the next generation 
of television sets: those that will 
offer the digitally improved picture 
and sound of high-definition tele- 
vision. 

“They’re trying to come up the 
food chain in terms of technology," 
said Jack Fensterstock, president of 
China Capital Corp., a venture-cap- 


ital firm in Bethesda, Maty land, that 
invests in Chinese companies but 
has nor invested in Konka. 

While it is too early to start talk- 
ing about a “China Inc.." Konka’s 
plans point to new ambitions among 
Chinese manufacturers. A slow- 
down at home after two decades of 
explosive growth, combined with 
fierce, domestic competition, has 
forced Chinese companies to con- 
sider how to pursue growth in for- 
eign markets more aggressively — 
even if it means going head to head 
against the world's leaders in tech- 
nology and marketing. 

Chinese manufacturers “really 
want to show that they've come a 
long way," Mr. Fensterstock said. 
“ It's a national strategy to do this in 
China.” 

Wendy Wu, Konka’s head of sales 
and marketing in the United States, 
said: “We think we are strong 
enough to come to this country. This 


is the right time. We don't see the 
right time in another five years.” 

She added that other Chinese 
companies were tracking Konka 's 
progress in the United States. 
“Everybody's watching us." she 
said. 

But breaking into the S8 billion 
U.S. television market will not be 
easy. Some 98 percent of American 
households already own at least one 
television set, and Konka must still 
enlist a major distributor to get its 
products into national chain stores if 
it is to compete with bigger and 
better-known manufacturers. 

“Most Americans take their tele- 
visions very seriously.” said Nick 
Donatiello, president' and chief ex- 
ecutive of Odyssey Group, a mar- 
ker-research firm in San Francisco. 

“This is not a frivolous thing. 
Brand names matter a lot, and the 
top brands are very powerful. It’s 
not enough to have’your televisions 


sitting in Good Guys or Circuit 
City," he said, referring to two of 
the major U.S. store chains. 

Still, Konka’s history, fits a fa- 
miliar pattern in consumer electron- 
ics. Like Matsushita Electric Indus- 
trial Co. of Japan, maker of the 
Panasonic brand, and LG Group of 
South Korea, maker of Goldstar, 
Konka began* assembling electron- 
ics for foreign manufacturers drawn 
by cheap labor. 

' And as those Asian giants did, 
Konka is counting on taking a great 
leap forward in consumer electron- 
ics through technology'. 

Konka contends that high-defini- 
tion television, still in its infancy, 
offers an opening for a newcomer. 
The sale of HDTV sets is but a trickle 
— fewer than 20.000 sets since their 
introduction in August — and pro- 
gramming is limited. Yet as HDTV’s 
bright, vivid picture and crystal- 
clear sound seduce more consumers. 


and as broadcasters step up their 
transition to digital programming, 
the potential is vast in a nation of 250 
million conventional sets. 

"We see the HDTV revolution as 
a great opportunity.” Wei Rong- 
chen, Konka’s president, said in a 
phone interview from Hong Kong. 

“As a new brand bringing in a 
new technology, we can deliver a 
message to the consumer that Konka 
is not justa common television man- 
ufacturer. 

If Konka puts its sets on Amer- 
ican shelves — no major regional or 
national retailer has so far agreed to 
carry them — many consumer elec- 
tronics analysts expect its greatest 
selling point will be price. 

Konka plans to introduce a 
S3 .000 32-inch-screen HDTV set 
this autumn. At ihe moment, that is 
less than half the price of sets with 
more familiar names, which are now 
selling for $7,000 to 58,000. 


Korean Bank GDRs 
Test Investor Interest 

Blmmherfi Afro •s 

SEOUL — Shin ban Bank, one of South Korea’s 
healthiest banks, plans to sell $400 million of equity to 
foreign investors, the first big test of foreign portfolio 
managers' willingness to invest in Korean lenders. 

The sale of global depository receipts — the first by a 
Korean lender since the nation’s banking system all but 
collapsed in late 1997, resulting in an international bailout 
— will be priced next week, tankers said Thursday. 

* The success of the transaction, which ‘ follows last 
week’s well-received $750 milli on GDR sale from Korea 
Electric Power Cojp., will be a benchmark for other tanks 
to raise money abroad to recapitalize, analysts said. 

“This GDR deal wifi indicate how much interest there 
is from portfolio managers,” said Anthony Lok, head of 
regional banking analysis at Nomura International Ltd. in 
Hong Kong. 

A successful sale will especially help smaller, second- 
tier banks look for money from foreign fond managers, he 
said. 

Shinhan’s management wifi be meeting with insurance 
companies, pension and mutual funds, and other money 
managers in the United States and Europe. The bank 
made presentations to investors in Asia last week, re- 
sulting in several multimillion dollar orders for the stock, 
bankers said.. 


S&P ? s Outlook on Malaysia Improves 


Ci*nptlrjb\ Chr Stuff Fr*w , Dupakkn 

' KUALA LUMPUR — 
Malaysia 's credit outlook was 
raised by Standard & Poor’s 
Corp.. which said the coun- 
try’s controls on the flow of 
funds had halted capital flight 
and eased the pressure on its 
shattered financial system. 

S&P raised its outlook to 
“stable” from “negative” 
while affirming its BBB- 
minus sovereign foreign-cur- 
rency rating for Malaysia. 

The New York-based cred- 
it-rating concern said ex- 
change controls had 
strengthened the country's re- 
serves. With the improved out- 
look, the risk that Malaysia's 
credit rating will be pushed to 
“iunk" status is reduced. 
Malaysia has S&P's lowest in- 
vestment-grade rating. 

Investors drove Malaysia's 
.benchmark share-price index 
up 4.9 percent Thursday. 

Many analysts said the 


worst was over for the econ- 
omy, but they added that 
more work was needed to re- 
structure tanks. 

“Investors are separating 
the noise from the numbers, 
and the numbers look good." 
said Ann Ginsburg, senior 
Asia fixed-income strategist 
at Morgan Stanlev in Hong 
Kong. 

The Kuala Lumpur Stock 
Exchange Composite Index 
gained 24.74 points to close at 
527.56. 

"People are realizing that 
Malaysia isn't nuts,” said 
John Sevilla, analyst at Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney in Hong 
Kong, an adviser to the 
Malaysian government. “A 
lot of very dire predictions 
simply didn't happen.” 

The higher rating outlook 
may make it cheaper for 
Malaysia to borrow to fix its 
banking industry. Malaysia 
has said it needs about' 60 


billion ringgit ($15.7 billion) 
to recapitalize banks and re- 
vitalize the economy. 

“The risk that capital con- 
trols would be followed by 
imprudent credit policies has 
abated.” S&P said. “The 


government's success in man- 
aging inflation expectations 
points to a further easing of 
interest rates, which in turn 
could reduce pressures on fi- 
nancial-system asset qual- 
ity." . (Bluomherg . Reuters i 


CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL FUND 

Soctite d'lnvestissement A Capital Variable 
Luxembourg, 5, boulevard de la Foire 
R.C. Luxembourg N° B 8.833 

DIVIDEND NOTICE 

At the Annual General Meeting held on March 30, 1 999, it was 
decided to pay a dividend of USD 0,77 (seventy-seven cents) 
per share on/or after April 7, 1999 to shareholders of record 
on March 29, 1999 and to holders of bearer shares upon 
presentation of coupon nr 30. The ex-dividend date is 
March 30,1999. 

Paying Agent CHASE MANHATTAN BANK (LUXEMBOURG) S A 
5, rue Plaetis 
L-2336 LUXEMBOURG 
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Torch Relay Drops 
Olympic Official 


OLTMPfCS Phil Coles, the em- 
battled Australian International 
Olympic Committee member, was 
dismissed Thursday as chairman of 
the Torch Relay Committee by the 
Sydney Olympic Committee. 

Michael Knight, the Australian 
Olympics minister who recommen- 
ded his removal, said the IOC in- 


vestigation of Coles’s dealings 
with Salt Lake City's bid for the 


with Salt Lake City's bid for the 
winter Games had made the change 
necessary. 

Coles said: “It's the worst pos- 
sible hit I could have had. All I 
wanted to do was contribute to the 
Games being a success and par- 
ticularly the torch relay. Appar- 
ently everyone knew this was one 
way of hurting me, and I must say 
they've been successful.” (AFP) 



French Cycling Chief Faces Doping Probe 

;i« -flat And now it's back to wort 


; E m 
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give further details. The Mapei riders admitted the systematic use of illegal Panne race 

LILU.Frt,nce-Thedrugscandalia 
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professional bicycle racing erupted on Panne race, which was stopped bv ui 
two fronts Thursday as the head of the police two kilometers into us final 


French Cycling Federation was placed stage. 


under formal investigation and a race in In Lille. Daniel Baal, the head of the P at 

Belgium was stopped so' that the police French Cycling Federation, was accused die- former leader or u» »«..> " vTM»iMn e ‘ — 

could take away for questioning officials of “complicity to facilitate and incite alea ^ were both placed under sealed off, and Bei S ,: ^V ^ t tele ^ s, ?“ 

,d riders of Mapei, the worid's top- doping.” his lawyer, Paul Maun* said. A^esnna t«m woe ootn pia ^ t tad .been jak«i to the 

nked team. Baal, who insisted that he has always officials,- courthouse in Kortrijk for further ques. 

The Mapei riders and management Med to prevent tavetaen placed tioning 


i of La perrormance-era^ittB :„#.l„ded Michele JHanoii. ranrea i>o. i 

by the Keii is gradually moving up the |JV . world professionals, Johaii 
final sport's hienurhy in his ^ a fortner world road race 

This week, Roger Legeay, presdentof Mu^euw, Steels, the Belgian 

of the the professional cycling league and c “ am PjM“' 

reused Baal’s deputy at &e federation, and c P ^ , hotel was searched and 
l Virenaue. the- former leader of vne team . VTM lf>lmicinn 
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and riders of Mapei, the world's top- 
ranked team. 


were cleared of doping allegations, a “shocked" by an “unjust’ decision- j investigation, 

Rpioifin niihlic nrosecutor said. But an The announcement was made after he under format invesogauon. 


A dozen others, including onicHw*, «frpr initial Questioning near the 

riders and dtx^rs, also have been placed * $ The tear.^s directeur sponrf 

under formal investigation, which is a race site, in , t™ j. 


Belgian public prosecutor said. But an i ne announcwneiu : h ""f j^ np c hWed. Patrick Lefevere, a Belgian, and two 

Italian masseur with ihe Iialian-Belgian wasquestionedThursday in the northern st ^ t^blanf g ffie director of other tebn officials also were quesr 

team remained in custody in connecUon city by magistrate Patrick KeiK who is ^'M^fLeb^- ** S 0 r n £ honed. ! ' ; 

*■*. discoveiy of five tab* taUfciffS. “ffthe court- . Decker, the E™™**** 


amphetamines wli 
from the riders' he 
The prosecutor 


Uk^nv. , _ r- . 

lanned to intervene after the race 
lanjged their minds and stopped the 


s __ i The prosecutor. Louis Denecker. al- prestigious race. Thescandal is known chafed, the juog - ^ news 0 f the inquiry appeared 

n, Jinr * Hu t -ufiL w /SEW leged that the masseur had tried to send as the Festma affair because the Festina c j j S not Thursday in Het Laatste Nieuws uews^ 

Daniel Baal talking to the press as the amphetamines to a compatriot who team, then No. 1 in the sport, was ex- ha g en. investigation. paper, f (AP.AFP,Reurer» 

he arrived at a Lille police station. onvc had lies with Mapei. H^efuscd 10 peUed from ihe Tour after its officials been put under formal mvtan&anon. papa i 


c fared himself satisfied wirn me repu» i r* VF . , „ at5te kimvw WZ 

had given. As a eonsequence. I have not Thursday m Het LaaBK Nmw 
been put under formal investigation. paper. \nr. nr r, neuters* 


Pakistan Fans Flood India 


cricket Some 1,000 Pakistani 
fans traveled to India on Thursday 
to cheer iheir national team in its 
one-day match against India in Mo- 
hali. Punjab. Indian authorities is- 
sued visas for the fans and arranged 
transport and lodging. Pakistan 
won the match by seven wickets. 
Both teams had already qualified 
for the final of the triangular 
event. (Reuters) 


When War and Sports 
Cannot Be Separated 

Yugoslav Players Protest NATO Raids 


By Christopher Clarey 

hilt riMiiiviiil //tViJ/i/ T> i faint- 


Harrick Joins Georgia 


basketball Jim Harrick, the 
Rhode Island coach, was hired as 
coach at Georgia, completing his 
comeback from a recruiting scandal 
that led to his firing at UCLA three 
years ago. (AP) 

•Norm Stewart. 64, retired as 
Missouri basketball coach Thurs- 
day after 32 years. Stewart, known 
as Stormin' Norman, was third on 
the list of most- winning active 
coaches, with 731 victories. (API 


U.S. Hurdler Suspended 


TRACK AMD field Bryan Bron- 
son, the U.S. champion and the 
world’s leading 400-meter hurdler, 
has been suspended by U.S.A. 
Track and Field fallowing the in- 
vestigation of a positive test for 
steroids in Rome on July 14, 
1998. f Reuters) 


SEVILLE. Spain — In this Andalus- 
ian city, the basketball star Sasu Djord- 
jevic played a game Sunday with a black 
band around his arm and a rectangular 
piece of cloth covering his name on the 
back of his jersey. 

Then on Wednesday. Djordjevic held 
up a sign, saying “Stop the War" after his 
team. Barcelona, won the final of Korac 
Cup, a European dub toumamenL 
In Madrid, a soccer star. Predrag Mi- 
jatovic, marched outside the U.S. Em- 
bassy. wrapped in a Yugoslav flag. 

In Japan. Mijatovic's World Cup 
teammate Drauan Sioikovic lifted up his 
jersey after each goal scored by his 
Nagoya teammates To show a T-shirt that 
read. “NATO Stop Strikes.” 

In South Korea on Thursday. Sasa 
Drakuiic did the same thing — revealing 
the words “NATO stop assault” — after 
he scored the winning goal for Suwon 
Samsung. “I have spent sleepless nights 


thinking about my family.” said Drak- 
ulic, one of six Yugoslav professionals 


Indonesian Fans Killed 


soccer Six Indonesian fans 
were killed in Jakarta on Thursday 


when they were hit by a train while 
fleeing police. The fans, from the 
Javanese city of Semarang, were 
among dozens who escaped after 
being arrested when they arrived at 
the central railway station. Their 


team is playing in the Indonesian 
League finals. (Reuters) 


Red Wings Win, 
But Their Rivals 
Keep Up Pace 


The Asurciuletl Press 

The Detroit Red Wings look ready to 
defend their Stanley Cup championship. 
But the way the Dallas Stars and Colorado 
Avalanche' are playing, it won't be easy. 

With the playoffs starting in three 
weeks, the Red Wings, Stars and Ava- 
lanche all extended recent streaks with 


NHL Roundup 


victories Wednesday night. It was the 
fourth straight victory for the Red 
Wings. Dallas has won five of six. and 
Colorado is unbeaten in five games. 

RvdWingft 2, Kings 1 Todd Gill scored 
in his first game in two months, and 
Sergei Fedorov also scored as the Red 
Wings beat Los Angeles in Detroit and 
moved nine points ahead of St. Louis in 
the Central Division race. The Red 
Wings’ winning streak follows the ar- 
rival of Chris Chelios and Wendel Clark 
in trades last week. 

star* 6, Lightning 4 Joe Nieuwendyk 
scored the tie-breaking goal midway 
through the third period as the Stars beat 
Tampa Bay in Dallas. Stephane Richer 
scored twice for Tampa Bay, tying the 
game at 4-4 at 7:14 of the third period 
with his 10th goal. Nieuwendyk re- 
sponded at 12:10 with his 24th. 

Avalanche 3, Sharks 2 Chris Drury 
scored a key second-period goal as Col- 
orado won in San Jose. Drury scored al 
14:40 of ihe second period to give the 
Avalanche a 3-1 lead and their eventual 
winning goal. Drury has 41 points and is 
the most productive rookie scorer in the 
NHL. 

Davits 7, Mighty Ducks 1 Vadim Shari- 
fijanov scored twice as New Jersey 
matched its season high for goals and 
handed visiting Anaheim its worst loss 
of the season. The Devils* victory, 
coupled with Florida’s loss, clinched a 
playoff spot for New Jersey. 

Islanders 5, Panthers 3 MariUSZ 


ulic, one of six Yugoslav professionals 
in South Korea. 

“1 have been calling home every day 
but since March 28. 1 have not been able 
to get ihrough,” he said. 

Sinisa Mihajlovic. a defender for 
Lazio of Rome, met an Italian govern- 
ment official on Thursday to talk about 
the air strikes against Yugoslavia: 

“He expressed his pain and talked to 
me about the condition of his people.” 
said Marco Minniti. a top official in the 
premier's office. 

Mihajlovjc’s parents and brother live 
in Novi Sad, in northern Serbia, where a 
major bridge was knocked out by NATO 
missiles Thursday morning. 

It has been a week for gestures of 
' symbolism and commiseration from 
Yugoslav athletes who earn their livings 
in various sports and time zones. It has 
also been a week for strong words as the 
NATO air strikes continue. 

Mijatovic. one of the most prominent 
players on the reigning European club 
soccer champion. Real Madrid, said of 
NATO forces that “they are playing at 
war, just as if they were pushing the 
buttons of a Play Station.' ’ He also chas- 
tised American leaders tor a lack of 
historical perspective, saying that 
“when there were wars in Kosovo dur- 
ing the Ottoman Empire 600 years ago. 
the U.S.A. did not exist.” 

Predrog Daniiovic. a former member 
of the National Basketball Association's 
Miami Heat who now stars for Kinder 
Bologna in Italy, issued a statement dis- 
tribufed by the Yugoslav Basketball 
Federation. 

It read, in pan: “It is very hard to be a 
Serbian athlete in the world which is 
dictated by America, in which history 
and tradition do not have the real mean- 
ing. but 1 am extremely proud to be a 
Serbian athlete. 1 appeal to all basketball 
federations to help one strong basketball 
nation who defended- itself during the 
whole history and never wanted to have 
anything that did not belong to u. Now. 
Americans and Albanians want some- 
thing that does not belong to them.” 

Yugoslav athletes have grown accus- 


Czerkawski scored a pair of goals, in- 
cluding the came winner, as New York 


eluding the game winner, as New York 
won in Florida, 

Blwkhowkt 2, Sabre* 1 Bob Probert 
and Dave Manson scored against 
Dominik Hasek as Chicago beat visiting 
Buffalo. 

Maple Leafs 6, Canucks 5 Yailic Per- 
rault scored two goals and added an 
assist as Toronto took over fourth place 
in the Eastern Conference with a victory 
in Vancouver. 



T^n Gifnft 'f Frwcr-Ptv- < 

Barcelona's Sasa Djordjevic 
protesting the NATO raids after 
his team played on Wednesday. 


romed to geopolitics having a negative 
impact on their sporting careers. After 
Croatia and Slovenia declared indepen- 
dence in 199 1 and the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina began, athletes front what 
was left of Yugoslavia were excluded 
from major international competitions 
for nearly four years because sports fed- 
erations chose ’to respect sanctions im- 
posed by the United Nations. 

The Yugoslav soccer team, one of the 
world's best, had to leave the 1992 Euro- 
pean championships in Sweden before 
they began, and then missed the 1994 
World Cup finals in the United States 
and the 1996 European championships in 
Britain. The Yugoslav men's basketball 
team, which included the NBA stalwart 
VJade Divac. was forced to miss the 1 992 
Olympic Games in Barcelona. Spain, 
and the 1994 world championships. 

But after UN sanctions were provi- 
sionally lifted in October 1994, the 
Yugoslav teams were quickly reinteg- 
ratal into the sports community, and at 
the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, 
Divac, Daniiovic, Djordjevic and their 
teammates lost to the United States in a 
competitive gold-medal basketball game. 
Last year, the Yugoslavs won the world 
basketball title, and the men’s soccer team 
reached the second round of the World 


Cup in France. 


Scores of Yugoslav athletes earn their 

i ■ ■ ■ in rv i 


livings in Western Europe, including 
Mijatovic. who comes from the 
Yugoslav republic of Montenegro and 
who has helped orchestrate a strike by 
Yugoslav players who are under con- 
tract with clubs in NATO countries. 

“I could not wear the jersey of Real 
Madrid knowing that my parents are 


sleeping in a garage." said Mijatovic. 
who said he does not intend to play until 


who said he does not intend to play until 
the bombing stops. 

According to the Yugoslav soccer 
federation, die idea did not come from 
the government- as had been reported, 
but from Mijatovic. Stojkovic and the 
former AC Milan star Dejan Savicevic. 
now with the Belgrade club Red Star. 

But several Yugoslav players, includ- 
ing Sasa Ilic. a goaliender w’ith Charlton 
in England's lop division, said they 
would still make themselves available 
for their clubs' coming games. In a state- 
ment released Wednesday, the Australi- 
an-born ilic explained that though he 
supported his fellow Yugoslavs' de- 
cision not to play, he believes he “will 
make a greater contribution by remain- 
ing in the public eye." 

When NATO announced that bomb- 
ing would begin. Mijatovic and other 
national team members were in 
Yugoslavia to prepare for a match 
against Croatia, part of the qualifying 
process for the 2000 European cham- 
pionships. That game was soon can- 
celed. along with most commercial 
flights out of the eounuy . and many of 
the players, including Mijatovic. had to 
cross into neighboring Hungary by car to 
return to their foreign clubs. 

Vladan Lukic. a striker with FC Metz 
in the French first division, w as preparing 
to make the journey in reverse. On Mon- 
day. he was given indefinite leave by his 
club to return to Yugoslavia. “When Pm 
in Serbia. I'll du the'’ some thing as all my 
compatriots; I will put myself ai the ser- 
vice of my government and do what they 
ask.” Lukic told the French sports daily 
L'Equipe. “Serbia is not the aggressor: it 
is the victim, and it never has been and 
never will be occupied Nobody will 


change our borders against our will/ 
.After his return to Madrid, Miiati 


.After his return to Madrid, Mijatovic 
took part in a protest in front of the U.S. 
Embassy with several other prominent 
Yugoslav players based in Spain. Other 
Yugoslav soccer players participated in 
protests outside the U.S. Consulate in 
Barcelona and the U.S. Embassy in Lis- 
bon. On Wednesday. Yugoslavs w ho play 
for Portuguese first-division dubs sent a 
letter to President Jorge Sampajo of Por- 
tugal asking for an end to the country’s 
participation in the NATO air strikes.' 

In the United Slates. Predrag Ra- 
dosavljevic, a Yugoslavia-born mid- 
fielder with Kansas City in .Major League 
Soccer who is known as Preki and who is 
now an .American citizen, said. “The 
situation is affecting me a great deal.” 

Preki. whose parents and sister still 
live in Belgrade, said: “Serbia will nev- 
er give up that part of the country. His- 
torically. that's always been ours, so 
why should we give it up? We’re ba- 
sically allowing terrorists to take part of 
the country away. Can you imagine if 
Miami wanted to be part "of Cuba? What 
would the U.S. government do?" 


Juha Reini of Finland, center, fighting a losing battle for a header with three German players: Olivet 
Bierhoff, left, Christian Woerns, center, and Carsten Janker. Finland lost, 2-0, in the Group Three match' 


In Euro Games, Goals Are the Currency 

Iniei ntui‘ mnl Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — The finest finishers European boccerf Rob Hughes 

of their day are often struck dose ; ‘ ' ’ 

to dumb when it comes to ex- in howling criticism at their true team — Nuremberg was punctured by two goals 


Imei unlit wul Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — The finest finishers 
of their day are often struck dose 
to dumb when it comes to ex- 
plaining what they do. 

On Wednesday, in qualifying for the 
European championships, a young Span- 
ish soccer star scored his seventh goal in 
two games against Austria and San 
Marino — more than double his tally in 
20 previous Spanish internationals. 


“When they go in. they go in. don’t 
ey?” Was a if Raul Gonzales could 


Gerd Muller, who 20 years ago was 
the most instinctive soccer striker of ail, 
wracked his brain for some words to 
describe the habit of arriving in the right 
place at -the exact moment of oppor- 
tunity. 

“Something inside ray head said 
‘Gerd. go this way. Gerd go that', and I 

go-” 

Raul is 2 1 . as slender as a reed, quick 
of mind and eye and movement, but his 
nature is mercurial. From adolescence, 
people were prophesying that was the 
chosen one. Sometimes he looks the 
pan. sometimes he frustrates. Now. of 
course, they are shouting that the Madrid 
forw ard will, like the little white bull, be 
the best in Spain. 

Ask an Austrian, ask the half a dozen 
bemused waiters who double as San 
Marino defenders, and they might agree. 
But ask Javier Clemente, forced to quit 
as Spain's national coach because the 
team collectively, and Raul individually, 
did not deliver on a consistent basis, and 
he will reply thaLeven when the talent is 
there, the sense of purpose sometimes 
betrays it. 

Raul scored four goals to help Spain 
destroy Austria. 9-0. and. almost to be 
expected, fol lowed that performance with 
a hat trick in the 6-0 victory in San Marino 
on Wednesday, His milestone was wit- 
nessed by just l .500 paying customers. 

Most Italians, which in all honesty is 
what the San Marino players are. were 
not interested in praising a Spaniard but 


in howling criticism at their true team — 
the Azzurri — which failed to beat Be- 
larus before 23,000 fans in Ancona. Italy 
drew, I - 1 , thanks to a penalty scored by 
Filippo Inzaghi. and to a brace of athletic 
saves from goalie Gianluigi Buffon. 

What made it worse was that Belarus 
outlasted and for much of the contest 
outplayed Italy — and Belarus is barely 
out of winter hibernation and was han- 
dicapped by the absence of five key 
players. 

Dynamo Romashchenko was the dy- 
namic force for the former Soviet re- 
public. and it was his cross that con- 
founded the veteran Paolo Maldini and 
invited Valentin Belkevich to score the 
Belarus goal, a sharp, short, rasping vol- 
ley. 

Like the great goalscorers, Dino Zoff, 
a go a [keeper- turned -coach for Italy, had 
little to say. “I can only point out what 
didn’t go right." he said. "It’s difficult to 
say why.’ ’ Italy, after three victories and 
a draw, remains on top of Group One, but 
the media vented typical spleen. 

"Our team was like a procession of 
snails.” scoffed the newspaper Corriere 
dello Sport on Thursday. 

The French like snails. In Group Four, 
which is the toughest in Europe, goals 
from Sylvain WLltord and Christophe 
Dugany gave the world champions a 
comfortable victory over Armenia in 
front of 78.852 in SL Denis. 

. Ukraine, die group leader, allowed the 
disciplined, energetic Icelandic team to 
earn a 1-1 draw in Kiev. Not unlike the 
Italians, the excuse for underachieving 
was a shrug suggesting that athletes 
should not be expected to perform at 
their peak twice in one week. 

The Germans, as ever, were able to do 
that. Following a 3-0 victory in Northern 
Ireland over the weekend, the new Ger- 
man formation — - three in defense, four 
across midfield and three in attack — 
beat Finland, whose robust challenge in 


Nuremberg was punctured by rwo goals 
in six minutes before half time. Jens 
Jeremies scored the first after a surging 
run and shot from midfield. A new > 
striker, Oliver Neuville. scored the| , 
second from much closer range. 

One goal sufficed to put Sweden clear 
of Poland and England in Group Five. 


Ten years ago, the Swedes triumphed in 
Chorzow when a solo goal from Johnny 
Ekstrom silenced the Polish fans; Wed- 
nesday’s soloist was Fredrik Ljungberg. 
In the 36th minute, he strode past his 
opponent on the left and fired the tall 
through the legs of goalkeeper Kazi- 
mierz Sidorczuk. “I had a bit of luck,” 


said Ljungberg. ‘1 mean, you don’t cry 
to put it between the keeper’s legs. Still. 


to put it between the keeper’s legs 
it was an important goal." 


I NDEED IT was, and Sweden, having 
missed the 1998 World Cup, is as- 
cendent because of it. The Polish 
fans, meanwhile, fought out their an- 
noyance among themselves, obliging th£ 
now familiar police baton charges. 

Scotland's masses were none too 
pleased as their team lost, 2-1. in Glasi 
gow to the revived Czech Republic. In-V 
deed, the "Tartan Army" invited thi-j 
first competitive home defeat in 12 years. 1 


First they ignorantly booed the Czech 
anthem, too boorish to appreciate that this 
might provoke proud men to play harder: 
Then die fans jeered Gary McAllister, 
their captain who is trying to recapture his 
old form after career threatening injury/ 
Those with the loudest voices in Scon 
land need to pause and to acknowledge 
that in 1 Vladimir Smicer. the Czech Re- 
public’s Lens- based striker, the oppo 1 
sition had the most decisive finisher on 
the rnght. And that, as Raul followers can 
testily seven times over, is something 
that shouts louder than any words. 


~ Rc $. Hughes is chief sports writer of 
The Times of London. 


Tough Test for U.S. Davis Cup Team in U.K. f 


By Robin Finn 

Vm hfi Turns Srnjir 


They are not panicking yet. but the 
1999 U.S. Dav’is Cup squad, which 
faces the British team of Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski in the first round 
ijiis weekend in Binningham. England, 
is playing for more than pride. 

At stake is the honor of advancing to 
the quarterfinal and a prearranged Davis 
Cup centenary celebration at the Long- 
wood Cricket Club in Boston, site of the 
first Davis Cup competition in 1900. 

If the United States is defeated by 
Britain, it faces the threat of demotion 
from the World Group that will con- 
tend for the cup in 2000. 

"I don’t think anybody can say they 
want to play a relegation-round match 
instead of a quarterfinal this July in 


Boston," said Tom Gullikson, who is 
entering his sixth and stormiest season 
as U.S. Davis Cup captain. 

Gul likson has praised the camarader- 
ie ofthe 1999 team —-Todd Martin, Jim 
Courier. Jan-Michael Gambiil and the 
doubles specialist Alex O’Brien — but 
he admitted Wednesday the dual de- 
fection of Pete Sampras and Andre 
Agassi, who announced in March that 
he would never play Davis Cup again, 
remains a disheartening liability. 

“I’d be lying if I said l was totallv 


"I’d be lying if I said l was totally 
happy that those two guys aren’t here 
on our team," Gullikson said. 

He has been criticized for his ap- 
parent inability to convince Sampras 
and Agassi that the Davis Cup, par- 
ticularly in this historic year, is worth 
their while. "It wasn't for lack of tty- 
ing," he said. "In the end, it’s up to the 


players to deliver themselves to us. Re- 
wntmg shouldn’t be such a major issue, 
it s only in our country that it is.” 
•Courier was paired against Hen- 
* e singles Friday 

made Thursday in 
“^^^ngland.The Associated 

^ ^ “P wi* Alex 
O Bnen m Saturday s doubles against 
and on Sunday's 

SWEEss 

■fiSsSSSsaae, 

jtfSHound tie, Reuters* 
from Rome. Pescosblido re- 
places doubles expert Diego Naraiso 

And^O JteKSEEl 1 *?. 
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^Wizards Work 

Magic on Orlando 


The AintciattJ Press 
The Washington Wizards 
Pgde the Orlando Magic’s 
offense disappear. 

4 ■ J uwail Howard scored 20 
P» mt 5. and Washington used 
a record-setting defensive 


NBA lou 


HD UP 


! r performance to beat visiting 
Orlando 84-73 Wednesday 
night. 

; “II was a gutty effort on 
t our part,” said Mitch Rich- 
:■> inond, who scored -16 points 
| for Washington. 

. ; Terry Davis provided an 
offensive and defensive spade 

for the Wizards. He was 6- 
for-6 from the field, and 
matched his season-high with 
12 points, including 6 during 
. an 8-0 first-quarter run that 
• gave the Wizards the lead for 
•- good. Davis also drew four 
charges, giving him a team- 
leading 19 this season. Darrell 
Armstrong scored 15 points 
&for Orlando, which shot only 
?37 percent from the field. 


The Magic lost leading 
scorer Nick Anderson in the 
fust half with a strained ham- 
Sffihg. Anderson, averaging 
16.5 points, is .listed as day- 
to-day. 

Pn*oraB7,C«rities 72 Lind- 
sey Hunter scored 17 points 
as Detroit won in Boston. 

Grant Hill added 16 points 
and 1 1 rebounds, while Bison 
Dele scored 14 points for the 
Pistons. 

Buelut 102, Horn** 94 Ray 

Allen scored 20 points as Mil- 
waukee opened a, four-game 
road trip by shooting a sea- 
son-high 61 percent from the 
field. 

DeU Cuxry, a‘ former Char- 
lotte guard, added 18 points 
for the Bucks, who were 7- 
for-I4 from 3-point range. 

Reserve guard Eldridge 
Recasner had a career-high 26 
points for the Hornets, who 
got just 48 points from their 
starters. 

Suim 03, Warriors 78 Tom 
Gugliotta had 21 points and 
1 1 rebounds as Phoenix won 



OwInKnp/nKAM 


at home to snap a three-game 
losing streak. 

Jason Kidd had 14 points, 
seven rebounds, eight assists 
and six of the Suns’ 16 steals. 

Trail Bluwi lOO, Kings .86 

Damon Stoudamire scored 
nine bf his 21 points in the 


fourth quarter as the Trail 
Blazers won in Portland to 
Improve their NBA -best re- 
cord to 24-6. 

* Brian Grant and Greg An- 
thony each added 16 points for 
the Blazers, who were coming 
off a loss to Golden State. 



or Jordan’s Next Move 


. By Mike Wise 

AVm York Times Sen-icc 


Don Reid diving for a loose ball in front of Boston’s Tony 
Battle during the Pistons’ 87-72 victory over the Celtics. 


N EW YORK — Michael. The 
mere mention of the name con- 
jures up a kaleidoscope of im- 
ages and a lifetime of memories. Having 
conquered the basketball universe, 
where does the next challenge lie for the 
world’s most prominent athlete? 

The back nine? Corporate America? 
Owner of a National Basketball Asso- 
ciation franchise? Or will Michael Jordan 
come out of retirement at age 36? 

While returning to the NBA may not be 
a priority for Jordan — the league pro- 
hibits owners from being players — the 
possibility of obtaining a controlling in- 
terest of a franchise is on Ionian's min d. 

Jordan has had preliminary discus- 
sions with the NBA commissioner, Dav- 
id Stem, and the Charlotte Hornets own- 
er George Shinn about buying 50 percent 
of the team. Apparently realizing Jordan 
cannot save the league on the floor any- 
more, Stem has enlisted Jordan to help 
resuscitate a troubled franchise in his 
home state of North Carolina. 

Estimates of the ream's value range 
from S100 million to S150 million. 

Stem and Shinn, according to league 
and team officials, are the driving forces 
behind Jordan's involvement. Stem 
would not only delight in becoming the 
first eommissionerto help award a former 


player a significant portion of a franchise, 
but he could also reduce the impact of 
Shinn's tarnished reputation. The owner 
has been named in a civil suit by a woman 
alleging sexual misconduct. 

Recently, two former players have 
been pan owners of teams: Earvin (Ma- 
gic) Johnson, vice president with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, and Isiah Thomas, the 
former general manager of the Toronto 
Raptors and a current NBC analyst. 

"Just like with Magic. Bird or myself, 
I think Jordan should always have a 
connection to the NBA." Thomas said 
Wednesday. “It just makes sense, busi- 
ness-wise. and in other ways. For Jordan 
to have no connection to the league 
would be a crime.” 

Thomas said that Stem and the deputy 
commissioner, Russ Grande, "are both 
genuinely interested in seeing minorities 
own or be a part of franchise.” 

Buck Williams, the former president 
of the players association and a 17-year 
veteran, has expressed interest in own- 
ership with Jordan. 

"With Michael talking about 50 per- 
cent, that's pretty much a monumental 
position.” williams said. "What Mi- 
chael could do is grow the team and 
grow the revenues. He could be the 
driving force behind a new arena. He can 
use his stares to encourage and help the 
growth of die team." 

Jordan, who grew up in Wilmington, 


North Carolina, and starred at die Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, said staying 
involved in the NBA would be a "fill- 
filling personal and business challenge." 

Earlier this year, Jordan pronounced 
himself "99.9 percent" retired. He con- 
firmed on Monday his interest in owning 
half the team. “At this stage." he said, 
"the discussions are very preliminary." 

Jordan is on vacation in the Bahamas, 
but is expected to renew talks when he 
returns, a team official said. 

Johnson bought 5 percent of the team 
from the Lakers’ owner. Jerry Buss, after 
his retirement in 1 991 . He sold the shares 
back to Buss after ill-fated comeback 
attempts and eventually reacquired the 5 
percent, which he still holds. 

Thomas owned as much 9 percent of 
the Raptors and sat on the team's board 
of directors until two years ago. But 
disagreements with the former majority 
owner, Allan Slaight. over financial 
matters relating to the building of a new 
arena forced him to resign and have the 
team buy out his portion. 

"It’s a great fit in many ways, but I 
would caution Jordan to be careful who 
you’re partners with,” Thomas said, re- 
ferring lo Shinn. 

Responding to a report by Fox Sports 
that Jordan would return to the NBA 
with the Hornets. David Falk. Jordan’s 
agent, said Wednesday. “There’s ab- 
solutely no truth to it." 
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Soaroy) X Non Jersey. Haflk 24 (McKay; 
Daneytco) A A-Kartye 34 (RuccMn,S<ionne) 
. (pp). i NJ.'Antkeyctwk 12 (HoIR, McKay) 


second Period: NJ.-Sharffl|onov 10 (Oflyrot 
Doan) 7 , N J.-Biyttn S (Nlodenrayer. SyfcoraJ 
(PfO.TWnt Period: NJ.-Deanl (Bomba idle 
AAontson) (pp). Show OR gaali A* 5 - 5 - 4 — 14 . 
NJ.- 13 - 11 . 12 - 36 . Cerritos.- A- Hebert 
RsvsseL NJ.-Bredew. 

N.Y. tstoaders 1 2 2-5 

Florida 2 0 1—2 

First Petto* btonden. Brewer 4 (Law- 
rence. Ltodgren) (ppj. Z F-Portsh 21 
(Ntedemwyet Kvasha) 1 P- Dvorak Id 
(Hedtont Whitney) Second Period: Islanders. 
Lawrence M (Srvatowkt Vteto 5 , Istonden. 
Waft 7 SmodnsU. Lawrence) Third Period: 
islanders, CMrowsU id (PaHly, Rkhtw] 7 . 
F- Parrish 22 (Kvasha, Dvorak) & New Yarfc 
Czericowstd 17 (PaWy) ten)- Shots on goah 
latondWd 4 J 9 Ld- 19 .P- 13 - 11 - 12 — 36 . CoeCes 
isionden. Flaherty. F-Burie. 

Lot Angelas 0 0 1—1 

Detroit - 110-3 

First Potto* D-Fedorov 23 (Murphy. 
Hotastnxn) Second Period: D-GOI 4 , Third 
Petto* LA.-RoWWSe 34 CStumpeV 
Norstrom) Shots so goat LA- 15 - 6 - 7 — 28 - D- 
12 - 16 - 9 - 37 . Goedes: UL-FIset. D-Osgood. 
Buffalo 1 0 0-1 

Chicaoo * 11 0—2 

Fast Period: C-Manson 5 (Dumont, 
Martin}. X B-Woiri 18 (HoUngtr. ZhffnBO 
Second Period: C-Probcri S t Brown) Third 
Petto* Nano. Shots on goal: B- 8 - 7 - 5 — 2 C. C- 
KL 94 - 2 S. Goodes: B-Hooek. C-TWboult. 
Tempo Bay 1 2 1—4 

Dallas 3 0 

FI ret Perie* D-Lehttnen 20 (Hull 
Lansenbnnmer) X T-RicharO (Petrovicky, 
Swmwtoson) X D-Langenbronner 12 
(Lehtinen) A D-Morsholl 12 (Keane, 
Hatdier) Second Period: T-Tudwr 17 
(Nytander, Forbes). 6. T-Tueker 18 
(Nytandec Schwab} Third Petto * D-SJin 1 
(Man hall) & T-, Richer la (Svaboda) fsh). 9 , 
D-Ntouwendyk 24 (Ludwig. Keane) ta D- 
Lukavdch 1 (Marsha 11 ) Shots an 901 * T- 7 - 
11 - 9 — 27 . D- 15 - 159 - 39 . GoaBn: T- 
SchwabL D-Tmek. 

• - mc4 

VimrnnwT 1 1 3—6 

Rrst Petto* T-Thamas 25 (Sundin. 
Kaberie) X V-Aucoln 22 (Mogllny, Naslund) 
(pp). Second Period: v-MopBny 11 
(Hendrickson, Jonnawskl) 4 , T-Sulthron 15 


(Kaipavtsev, Kaberie) (pp). 5 . T-Markov 4 
(Perreault Beredn] Third Period: T-Thomas 
26 , 7. T-Perreaua 12 (Berezin) X V-York 7 
(OMund) 9 . v-Moguny 12 (Gogner. Boron) 
IB T-v Perreault 13 (Karpavtsav, Volk) (pp). 
11 . V- Naslund 3 d (Jownovskl York) Shots 
on goab T- 8 - 8 - 11 — 27 . V- 14 5 - 13 - 32 . 
GoaBes: T-Heaty. V-Weefces. 

Cotorada 12 0-3 

SanJase 0 2 0-2 

First Period: C-Lamfeur 27 (ForsberiL 
OioRnsh) Second Period: SJ^Damphousse 
15 (Frleeea Ro 9 rmson). 1 C-Saklc 38 
(Odpen) 4 . C-Dney 20 (Donovan Fonbera) 
i SJ.-RIcd 12 (Moulder, Lowry) Ttrird 
Porto* None. Shots oa got* C- 5 - 15 - 3 - 23 . 
SJ.- 11 - 10 - 6 — 27 . Goafies: C-BUIngton. SJ.- 
Vernon. 


CRICKET 


IMAM MILAN sniU 
MDtA VS. PAKISTAN 
THURSDAY IN UOHAU INDIA 
India: 19 d in 4 9 J avers. 

Pakistan: 197 far three in 42 avers. 

Pakistan won by seven eridwts and meets 
India In series final on opril 4 . Sri Lanka 
finished third. 


European championship 

aiuivntwtoaiip 

GROUP 1 

Switzerland X Wales 0 
Italy 1 , Belarus 1 

KTAMDUta*: holy 10 points.' Switzerland 
7: Woles * Denmark X Belarus X 
GROUP 2 

Slovenia vs. Atoento postponed 
Latvia tl Greece 0 

NTAMOMOW 

Latvia 7 points Noreray 7 i Greece 6 f Slovenia 
Si Georgia 4 Albania X 

GROUP 1 

GanrnmyZ Finland D 


MoMava 0, Northern Ireland 0 
STANDNas: Germany 9 points; Turkey 
9 r Finland & Northern Ireland £; Moldova 2 . 
GROUP 4 

Ukraine 1 . Iceland 1 
Russia 6 Andorra) 

France 2 , Armenia 0 

STANDINGS: Ukraine 11 points, Fiance 
11 ; Iceland 9 : Russia * Amenta « Andorra 0 . 

GROUPS 
Liikembourg a Bulgaria 2 
Poland a Sweden I 

STANDINGS: Sweden 12 potato; England 
7 ; Poland 6 r Bulgaria a- Luxembourg * 
GROUPS 

San Marino 0 , Spain 6 
standmos.- Spain 9 points; Cyprus 9; 
Israel 7 ; Austria 7 ; San Marino Ol 
group 7 

Slovakia 0 , Hungary Q 
Uectrienstoln a Portugal 5 
Azertxriton (L Romania I 
stand MOST Portugal 12 potato. Ro- 
mania 11 ; Hungary (b Stove kto 8 r Liechlen- 
sfefn 3 ; Azcrbolfon a 

GROUP! 

Croatia vs. Motto postponed 
Yugoslavia vs. Mocedonlo postponed 
STANDINGS: IfHotuJ 6 porid*; Macedo- 
nia & Yugoslavia A Croatia * Motto 0 . 
GROUP • 

Lithuania 1 , Estonia 2 
Scotland 1 . CzerU Republic 2 
standmos: Czech Republic 15 points; 
Estonia 7: Scotland 7 ; Lithuania 5 1 Bosnia 4 1 
Faroe Islands 1 . 

FUEKDLY INTERNATIONAL 
Netherlands 1 . Argentina t 


TRANSITIONS 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BOSTON— Optioned RHP John Wasdtn to 
Pawtucket IL and 3B Wilton Veras to 
Trenton, El_ 

CHICAGO— Optioned RHP Jason Oben, 
LHP Scott Eyre and RHP Chad Bradford to 
Chaitotfe IL Returned OF Tyrone Pender- 
grass to Atlanta. 


CLEVELAND-PutOF Mark Whiten and OF 
Jacob Cruz on 15-doy disabled list. Accepted 
OF David Miller track from PModetphto. 

Kansas errr— Released RHP Erik Hanson 
and RHP AJ. Soger. 

MtNNUOTA— Traded LHP Don Serafmi lo 
the Chicago Cubs tor cash. 

OAKLAND —Claimed LHP Ron Mahay from 
Boston waivers. Traded RHP Jay Wltastckto 
Kansas City for player to be nomed and cosh. 

TAMPA Bay — PutOF Mike Kelly on wolvero 
for purpose ot giving him his unconditional 
release. 

TEXAS— Put PHP AJ Levtae on waivers lor 
the purpose of giving nim his conditional re- 
lease. Optioned RHP Jonathon Johnson to 
Oklahoma of the PCL Assigned RHP 
Brandon KnigM to Oklahoma. 

Tobonto— Acquired iNF-DH Dave 

HolBra and cash from Anaheim far SS Tamos 
Perez. Reassigned Sal Butene 3d base 
cooctv lo thefr minor league complex. Named 
Terry BeWngtan IMrd base ooaeh, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Arizona -Acquired RHP John Frasartore 
from St. Louts tor RHP CBm Sodowsky. 
Placed RHP Aaron Small on waivers for pur- 
pose of giving Mm Ms unconditional release. 

ATLANTA— Put OF Danny Bautista and 2B 
Tony Graftanlno on waivers tor purpose of 
giving them their uncondmono! releasee. 

Chicago cubs— Put RHP Marc Plsdotta 
an wohers for purpose of giving him his un- 
conditional release. Claimed LHP Brad 
Woodall off waivers from Milwaukee. Put 
RHP Kerry Wood on 60-day efisobied list. 

CINCINNATI —Optioned RHP Steve Parris 
to Indianapolis, IL 

Florida— Put OF Cliff Floyd an 15-day 
disabled *3. 

Milwaukee— Oprioned RHP Al Reyes to 
Louisville. IL Assigned RHP Joe Borowskl 
end C Chortle Greene outright to Louisville. 
Released RHP William Van Landlngham. 

MONTREAL-Reteased p Erik Bennett. OF 
Ed Brady, OF Dax Jones. C Luis Rivera. OF 
Mo Blokeney. OF .Jermaine Stvlntaa OF 
Trovtn Valdez, P Jason Woodring, P Andrew 
Frierson trod P Raymond Ptummer. 

N.T.METS— PutOF Jay Payton, RHP Greg 
McMIehael and RHP Jeff Tam on 15-doy 
dbabledllst. 

pittsburoh— R et oased INF Rafael 


BoumlgaL Put RHP Marc Wilkins on 15-doy 
disabled Sst. 

san Dieso— Announced retirement of LHP 
Marti Langston. Acquired C Phil Nevln and 
LHP Keith Votkmon from Anaheim tor INF 
Andy Sheets and OF Gus Kennedy. Put C 
Carles Hernandez on 15-day disabled Ust. 
Optioned lhp Heath Murray. C Ben Davis. 
OF Gary Matthews Jr* INF EdGtovartolo ond 
INF Juan Melo to Las Vegas. PCL 
BUKffnuUA 

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

NBA— Suspended Portland F Isaiah Rider 
tor 1 gome for entering stands during game 
ogafnst Golden Stole on March 30. Ftned 
New York F Kurt Thomas U000 and C Chris 
Dudley 51500 and LA Lakers F Rick Fox 
52.000 ond C Shaqullle O’Neal *3,500 tor ttwlr 
adtons In Mart* 28 game. 

ATLANTA— SNmZGlett Sheppard taumRIB- 
d u ii ui iiti wJ . 

DALLAS— Signed C Bruno Sundew to 2-yeor 
co ntrac t- Activated G Robert Pock from In- 
lured Ust 

phoenix— Put G Rex Chapman on injured 
Ust. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA— Signed G Greg Bishop. Re- 
signed T Jose Porto lo ond TE Ed Smith. 

ARISOKA— Signed OL Mott Joyce and LB 
Mo ik Maddox. 

INDIANAPOLIS— With drew their 1 -yea rcon- 
tract offerto DE Kendall SheDo. 

MINNESOTA— Signed LB Carey Miller. 

NEW ENGLAND— Traded TE Lovett Pumett 
to Baltimore in exchange for 1999 6th- round 
draft pick. 

N.Y. JETS— Released G Todd Burger. 
Signed OL Erik Norge rd to 3-year contract. 

Washington— S igned DE Anthony Cook 
to t-year contract. 

HOGKIY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

CAROLINA —Signed G Arturs Irfae to mul- 
Hyeor contract. 

LOS ANGELES— Agreed to terms with RW 
Scott Barney on 3-year contract. Assigned 
LW Josh Green to Springfield. AHL- 

PHOENIX— Recalled D Brad THey from 
Springfekt AHL 

PHILADELPHIA —Signed D Eric Des- 
(ardbts to 4-yearatntract. 
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Dining in the Deep 


By Deborah Sorttag 

New Yi<rl ri mes Strife 

E ILAT. Israel — The Red 
Sea Srar Restaurant 
began with an underwater vi- 
sion and ended up a vision 
underwater a whimsical res- 
taurant deep in the Gulf of 
Eilat, where diners devour 
fish planers under the scru- 
tiny of fish peering in at them 
through portholes. 

Ayala Serfaty. the restau- 
rant's designer, was four 
months pregnant and snorkel- 
ing in the Red Sea off Egypt 
when the concept came 10 her. 
If the reef were soft, she 
thought, and you could float 
weightlessly inside it, it 
would be just like a womb. 

“Of course, it sounds 
totally weird now. but I knew 
then that I wanted to create an 
underwater environment." 
said Serfaty, who works in 
Tel Aviv. “I wanted to create 
an interior space that would 
merge with the sea. where the 
light and color and language 
of shapes would play together 
in a kind of Ping-Pong.” 
From this lofty vision came 
the down-to-earth, or rather, 
submerged, reality: a new 
tourist attraction in Eilat, a city 
that, aesthetically, is a sort of 
Israeli Las Vegas, without the 
gambling. The offshore decor 
is already attracting attention 
from design aficionados in the 
United States and Europe. 


The canopied entrance to 
the restaurant sits at the end of 
a long pier jutting into the Gulf 
of Eilat. Diners descend in an 
elevator to a depth of 20 feel (6 
meters) beneath the sea. The 
elevator doors open into a kind 
of reverse aquarium. Outside 
the portholes, school after 
school of exotic fish glides by, 
dipping in and out ofthe coral 
gardens that wrap around the 
restaurant. Overhead, the sea 


washes over the skylights, 
making it abundantly — and 
dizzy ingly — dear that one is 
submerged. 

Serfaty said she sought to 
insure a feeling of equilib- 
rium underwater by design- 
ing wavy window frames and 
tables that reflect the rippling 
water outside. Still, some vis- 
itors complain at first of sea- 
sickness and need a period of 
acclimatization. 

"I’ll just hold off on the 
food for .a bit. if you don't 
mind terribly.” a visitor told 
the waitress os she handed 
him a menu. 


The project began with an- 
other diver’s dream. Ami Ben 
Zvi, who owns a diving 
school in Eilat, collaborated 
with an architect, Sefi Kiryati. 
and a marine engineer, Moshe 
Drimmer, to form the struc- 
ture. Made of metal, it was 
sunk on a concrete base into 
the sea floor. 

The sea life there had died 
long before, killed by sewage 
and overdevelopment. Doron 
Kairi, a marine-life expert, 
was hired to reconstruct a reef 
under the supervision of the 
Israeli Nature Reserve. Four 
years ago, he began trans- 
planting fragments of living 
coral from dying beds' in the 
bay. Once the habitat was re- 
created. the fish followed — 
butterfly fish, triggerfish. par- 
rotfish. bluefish and more. 

A couple of years after her 
snorkel ing epiphany. Serfaty 
heard about the sinking of the 
structure on the radio. A 
painter and sculptor by train- 
ing, she was already design- 
ing and making aquatically 
inspired furniture and light- 
ing at her Tel Aviv workshop, 
home to Aqua Creations, the 
company she runs with her 
husband, Albi. Serfaty put her 
fantasies on paper, bid on the 
project and won the contract. 
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Julien Clerc: A Blue-Chip French Chansonnier 


By Mike Zwerin 

hilenmtionul HvrutJ Tribune 


P ARIS — Years ago, after a 
woman he loved had left 
him, the young star chan- 
sonnicr Julien Clerc was 
moping in a Parisian club. His good 
friend the American singer-song- 
writer and French star Mort 
Shuman came over and gave him 
some positive advice he has never 
forgotten: “Hey baby. Stay where 
you belong. Stay at the top.” 

The way Clerc understood it. 
Shuman meant he should buck up. 
get happy, give his public what it 
wanted. What it did not want from 
him was unhappiness. He’d rather 
smile than mope anyway. 

He starred in the Parisian pro- 
duction of “Hair.” His firs; hit 
single, “La.Cavalerie,” lyrics by 
Etienne Roda-Gil. included the line: 
“I'll abolish boredom.” He was 
known as a “chanteur de charme.” 
an “artiste” for the ladies. Daniel 
Fiiipacchi and Frank Tcnoi. pub- 
lishers of the popular rock magazine 
“Saiut les Copains,” took the char- 
ismatic 21 -year-old under their 
wing. On their way to becoming 
global media giants (Paris Match. 
Photo, EUe. Pariscope, George), 
they saw his potential. “My fan 
base renews itself.” Clerc says. 
“The mothers who were fans bring 
their daughters.” 

He is 5 1 now. and his first tour of 
the United States begins April 20 in 
Denver. Once he spent a week in 
Stephen Stills ’s chalet nearby 
when the American rock star mar- 
ried the French singer Veronique 
Sanson. But that's about the limit 
of his direct American experience. 
In May the tour continues in Asia. 

He is extremely French, in the 
most worldly of ways. His back- 
ground is multicultural and his mu- 
sic expresses that. Lovingly. Clerc 
describes his father, a Catholic 
from the provinces, as “very bour- 
geois.” "He was a Bonapartiste,” 
Clerc says, “and so becoming a 
Gaulliste was quite natural for him. 
My mother was from Guadeloupe, 
and her father was a black, work- 


ing-class communist.” 

After his mother and father 
separated, he split his time be- 
tween them, going back and 
forth between cultures: from a 
. tony southern Parisian suburb 
to a working-class district of 
Montparnasse. "De Gaulle 
was in one house,” he says, 

"and Marx in ihe other." He 
remembers a childhood rich in 
love and understanding. He 
studied classical piano. He 
smiles with pride about being 
an octoroon. 

J ulien Clerc is a going, blue- 
chip French concern on a level 
with Charles Aznavour, Cath- 
erine Deneuve and Gerard De- 
pardieu. Of the three serious 
women in his life, the first wo 
were the film stars France Gall 
and Miou Miou. (He is mar- 
ried now to Virginie. a pro- 
fessional horsewoman.) After 
giving it careful thought, he 
describes himself as being 
“part of the musical memory 
of my country. I guess I can 
say that by now. I have come 
to represent a part of the 
French consciousness.” 

His credentials were im- ! 
prcssive enough to be invited 
to dine with President Francois 
Mitterrand in the Elysee 
Palace. (And to perform there. ) 

Mitterrand, says Clerc. "liked 
to have artists and beautiful 
women and people who made 
him laugh” at his table. *T felt 
very relaxed and free with him. 

1 could say what I really felt 
about things. He liked that. I 
didn't want to be like a courtier 
so I avoided initiating contact. 

But he came to see me perform 
and he sent me little notes. And 
only then 1 would invite him to 

dinner in my apartment It was "Mv fan base renews itself,' 
all very correct.” 

The chansonnier tradition goes ample, in Bruce Springsteen’s pals, 
back to the medieval troubadours of the faithful E Street Band. 



"My fan base renews itself," says the French singer Julien Clerc. 


the south of France. They are sing- 
ers of stories, the words come first. 


Chansonniers sing on top of the 
beat with" a fast, mechanical vibrato. 


It is a solo form. The backing bands The chanson is not funky and doesn't 


arc transient hired hands, way back. 
There is no equivalent, for ex- 


swing, though of course swing has 
more than one incarnation. They are 


not blaesy (most of the songs are in 
major keys). Serge Gainsbourg was 
an exception. Gainsbourg and Clerc 
were “collaborators and buddies for 
awhile," Clerc says. 

“He was a mixture of creator, 
poet, musician and ne’er-do-well. 


He had the respect of intel- 
lectuals and at the same time a 
large popular audience. But 
the songs we wroie together 
do not have the best of his 
texts or the best of my music. 
When people who drink are 
with people who don't, there 
comes a .time when there is 
nothing to say.” 

American musicians often 
ask Clerc about Gainsbourg. 
They are intrigued; there is 
nothing quite like him in 
America. Clerc toured with an 
American band for two years. 

. They were marvelous musi- 
cians. but quite different from 
their French counterparts. 
Americans tend to be special- 
ists. They Aero in on one sty le 
— rock, blues, caumry. folk 
_ and really nail it. often to 
the exclusion of others. 

For his personal use, he 
prefers the French. The way 
Clerc sees it, he comes from 
an unusual collection of 
spaces, and French musicians 
are better able to fill them all. 
Being part of a minority cul- 
ture, they learn wider vocab- 
ularies in order to survive in 
the international market. His 
influences include Gallic. 
Caribbean, Mediterranean (lie 
calls it “tropicalism”). South 
American and classical mu- 
sic; in addition to whin's on 
the airwaves everywhere. 

Casting, however, i.s not a 
problem for the tour. There 
will be only three musicians on 
stage — ' two pianos tClerc 
playing one of them) and an 
acoustic guitar. The trio has 
been touring since October and 
they know each other well, 
a it. v "I like to play with a small 

. formation." Clerc says. "If s 
more mobile. We can play 
smaller, more intimate venue-.. 
We reach a new audience. It costs 
less — less musicians. less ma- 
terial. less roadies, less showbiz 
weight. U’ s more relaxed, more 
emotional. If s a good way to greet 
America.” . 
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FESTIVE WELCOME — Children celebrated the arrival of spring by 
dancing through the streets of Bat Trang in Vietnam on Thursday. 


Y OUNG people in the United States 
are buying less music, according to a 
new recording industry survey — and the 
Internet may be partly to blame. The 
music industry shipped SI 3.7 billion 
worth of music to merchants in 1998, up 
from SI2.2 billion the year before. But 
people 1 5 to 29 — the bedrock of a youth- 
obsessed industry — bought a smaller 
share of the music, according to a profile 
of music consumers by the Recording 
Industry Association of America. The 
age group accounted for 39 percent of 
music purchases in 1998, down from 42 
percent the year before. “In many ways, 
music is much more ubiquitous foryoung 
people.” said Hilary Rosen, the asso- 
ciation president. “You can get it on the 
radio, get it on MTV. get it on the In- 
ternet. There are many more choices out 
there to get music for free.” 


Johnny Carson, recovering from 
quadruple heart- bypass surgery.” should 
be home in time for Easter. “He's in 
good condition. He’s doing great,” a 
spokesman for Saint John’s Health Cen- 


ter in Santa Monica. California, said 
Wednesday. “Hopefully, he will be go- 
ing home by the end of the week.” 
Doctors expect the 73-year-old Carson to 
make a full recovery. The former “To- 
night Show” host underwent surgery’ to 
treat coronary artery' disease March 19. 


Residents of Claremont. California, 
about 30 miles (50 kilometers) east of 


Los Angeles, have complained for years 
that the rapper Snoop Doggy Dog failed 
to control his stable of pit bulls and 
Rottweilers. Humane Society and Clare- 
monf police records include 44 alle- 
gations since 1994 of the dogs’ fighting, 
balking all night and trapping neighbors 
in their homes. The Inland Valley Daily 
Bulletin reported Wednesday. The rap- 
per, whose real name is Calvin 
Broad us, was never cited. Now, the 


An Angry Rosa Parks Sues Rap Group 

The Assuciaied Press 

D ETROIT — The rap duo Outkast said it only wanted to pay homage ro a 
great role model when it titled a song after the civil rights pioneer Rosa 
Parks. 

Parks, however, was far from honored by the group’s "vulgarity and 
profanity,” said her attorney, Gregory Reed. She sued on Wednesday asking 
that her name be removed from all Outkast products. The lawsuit, which seeks 
S25.000 in damages, claims the group used Parks ’S name without permission. 
"You have her name associated with lyrics that contain vulgarity and profanity 
that she does not appreciate," Reed said. 

Members of the Atlanta-based Outkast said it was never their intention to 
defame Parks. They said they hoped to work the case out amicably. 


rapper has moved to an exclusive gated 
community some 20 miles away in Dia- 
mond Bar. where he has built a high- 
security compound for the canines. 


Barbara Bush was "doing very 
well” after back surgery, said a spokes- 
woman for her son Governor George 
W. Bush of Texas. "Governor Bush 
talked to his mother earlier this evening 
and she is doing great," the spokes- 
woman said Wednesday. The governor 
said Ihe former first lady had "some 
type of back surgery” ut Houston's 
.Methodist Hospital 6ut did not elab- 
orate. 


Attorneys for Joe DiMagglo hawft i \ I jiff l . : > / 

asked for his will to be locked aw a* lx / { ‘ y . ’ v f / I# , 
apparently to keep it out of the hands of L ‘ 1 * * ’ 

collectors. The will was stored in the m j 
Broward County clerk’s office near In / nr ‘ * * - * 

DiMaggio’s home in Holly woud. Flor- I (/,/(/[//? ^ \ | fr-i , 

ida, where the baseball great died March j ’ * 1 1llL I 

8 at 84. With his death, the value of 
DiMaggio collectibles has'skyrocketed. 
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For easy calling worldwide: 

L Jusc dal Che AT&T Access Number far the country 
you arc calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you’re calling. 

3. Dal your card number. 
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